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And when I aim at praise they say I bite. 
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Sum (A the folks telld me that a prefase was of no use in thte 
edishon of my letters, but I gues a book without a pre&se is 
like a man without a bead, and if a man wanted ^the head, 
f^very.one knows what his boddy wud be wurth. But I want 
tu t^ the^folks jist this — There is a coosarnt deal of letters 
pojblisht in my name, that arnt ginuin ; so Fve resolved tu 
print my rale ones, and lave out the counterfeits I kinder 
feel tho, that so many attempts tp imitate my letters is com* 
plim^ntai^, as ev^ one likes to rite letters in my name, and 
,.^ the j|earer they cum to the likeness the better they are. This 
is a sartan sine that I am popular, and that my day will cum 

Msoon aslhc Ginerals is past I have agreed tu publish this 
Filadeiry, that I may have a chance to be more extensively 
• knov*^ iif the Key-stone-State where, Pm tofd they have 
nomuiated me, and wjie^re they are rale whalers of fellers for 
Dimocrasy and the Gineral,,who never change a bit but re- 
maines true Jacksonmen, in spite of all Jackson can da 

In this edishon I^ave put in my last letters. I wont tu 

sho that there^s one man in 4he nation who is n't afeard tu 

spake his mind. I wont tu let the peeple'see that Vm honest. 

and that if Fm elected, they will have a man, who never 

deals in Orakles,or abstroos metafi8iks,sich as my opposer little 

Martin does, to shahis lamin and make f<5Iks scratch their heads 

whil readin tu miderstand him. I wont tu let them see tu, tha^ I 

have rltin qualifikashons for a President, that Fm the rale 

stuf^ and no slouch. If Fm tu be President, I wont the pee- 

Si pletu be knowin'in politiks, and b%abl9 tu fine out all my 

S mistakes, bekase Fm a good republikin, and dont wont tu go 

™ rong any further than I can help ; and when the peeple are 

^ l^ knowin. they will keep a good look out," tu see if I go rong 

t -^^y^^ (RBCAT) .]' 
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and teitl me. I doQt wont to have all my own way, •zcept n 
the retoerwhidi is aoonsanit good thing, aftt keeps the Con- 
. ^less from dnin fiwlish things, and 1 cant see f hat use t^ 
lite tu ?eto was pat in the coostitushoo, if it waanH tu o£n 
on all okasions, and jest Ui lei; the peepl^e see and feel the 
thoritj of the President It is a kinder pulse, ta try by how 
fiur a President can go his own gate, and the people still cry 
hooria. 

n has sum advantages ovei^ every other* It is 
keeft and contains many important letters on 
BSmfr of the nacdion, sent to the Portland Cur- 
nend Dwigfat of New York, and is, therefore, 
; Ikiishon yet puUisht I've made the publisher 
, it'll cam cheap, that in these hard times, every 
' one may have a eoppy withdat much e&pense. 

JACK DOWNING, 
DoWni|ioville, Jan. 30, 1834. 
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MY GINUWINE LETTERS. 



LETTER I. 

Wherein is contained some account iif Mr, Downing^ a 
ancestor s* 

Prom the New York Daily Advertiser. 

The Downings.— The celebrity of Major Jack Down- 
ing has created an intense and very natural curiosity in 
the public mind to know something of his origin and 
ancastry. Hoping that some of the down -east antiqua- 
ries and genealogists will favour the world with the in- 
formation desired, I submit to your disposal the Mlow- 
ii^ imperfect notice of Sir George Downing, one of the 
Major's ancestors, which I have drawn from an interest- . 
ing and learned work now in a course of publication, ia 
numbers, entitled * Memoiial of the Graduates of Har- 
vard Univ^ersity, in Cambridge, Mass. Commencing 
with ^e fest class, 1 642. By John Farmer, Cor. Sec. 
of the N.fl. Hist. Society.^ 

GeorgeDowning was born in London in 1624, and 
accompanied his parents to this country when about 
thirteen years of age. His father, Emanual Downing, a 
great friend (rf New England, was brother-in-law to 
John Winthrop, one of the principal founders and first 
governor of Massachusetts. George received his edn* 
^ . A 
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cation at Harvard Collie. About 1 646 he returned to 
England, when he was soon brought into notice, beings 
as &0V. Winthrop says^ * a very able scholar, and of 
ready wit and fluent utterance.' He was appointed 
chaplain in the regiment of Col. John Okev, in the army 
of Lo|d Fairfax, who had command of the Parliament 
forces in the north. In 1653 he was commissary gen- 
eral, and about the same time scout-master-generai of 
the English army in Scotland. In the same year he 
was employed in negotiations with the Duke of Savoy. 
He seems to have been fitted by nature for scenes of 
political manoeuvering ^ and his principles were of such 
flexible character, that hcf could easily accommodate 
tl^m to any service which the times required. 

Ii> 1655 he visited the French king on public business, 
and*communicated his instructions in Latin. In 1657 
he was appointed minister tcr Holland. In March, 
1662, while in that country, in order to show his zeal 
and love fwhis majesty, he procured the 'arrest of John 
Okey, Miles. Corbet, and John Barkstead, three of the 
Judges who had condemned to death Qhs^rles I, and sent 
them to England for trial. Okey had been the friend of 
Downing, who served in his regiment as chaplain. 
"With the other two, he nad co-operated in the cai^e of 
the Parliament His conduct, therefore, in this trans- 
action was justly reprobated, • 

He also spake of Cromwell as a traitor and rebel. 
In 1663, he was created a baronet He informed Pe- 
^ys that, when in Holland, ' he had so good spys, that 
he hath had the keys taken out of De Witt's (the Dutch 
minister) pocket when he was abed, and nis, closet 
- opened and papers brought to him and left in his hands 
for an hour, and carried back and laid in. the place 
again, and the keys put into his pocket He says he 
hath had their most private debates, that have been ^ 
between but two or three of them, brought to him, and 
in an h«ur after that hath sent word thereof to the king.' 
In 1671, he was again sent to Holland, but returning 
before he h£^ executed the business of his mission to the 
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satisfaction of the king, was imprisoned in the tpwer« 
Hq was afterwards restored to royal favour. In the 
difficulties which the New England colonies had with 
Charles II, from 1669, Mr. Downing was represented 
as having been very friendly to Massachusetts. He 
died in 1684 at the age of 60. 

Major Jack Downing, of Downingville, seems to have 
inherited his distinguished ancestor's talents for war, 
business, and diplomacy, and, like him, to possess ready 
wit and flaeut utterance, and to bask in the snnshine of 
royal favour. Whether he resembles him in other re- 
spects, time must disclose. 



LETTER II. 

Mr. Downiiig describes the method of making a 
Speaker. 

Portland, Monday, Jan. 18, 1830. 

To Cousin JSphraim Downing up in DotvningvUle. 

Dear Cousin Ephraim. — I now take my pen in 
hand to let you know that I am well, hoping these few 
lines will find you enjoying the same blessing. When 
I come down to Portland I did n't think o' staying 
more than three or four days, if I could sell my load 
of ax handles, and mother's cheese, and cousin Nab- 
by's bundle of footings 5 but when I got here I found 
uncle Nat was gone a freighting down to Quoddy, and 
ant Sally said as how [ should n't stir a step home till 
he came back agin, which wont be this month. So 
here 1 am, loitc^ring about this great town, as lazy as an 
ox. Ax handles dont fetch nothing, I could n't hardly 
give 'em away. Tell cousin Nabby I sold heribotings 
for nine-pence a pair, and took it all in cotton cloth. 
Mother's cheese come to five-and-sixpence 5 1 got her 
a pound of shushon^ and two ounces of snuflT, and the ^ 
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rett in sugar. When uncle Nat comes home I shall 
put my ax handles aboard of him, and let him take 'em 
to Boston next time he goes ; I saw a feller tother day, 
that told me theyM fetch a good price there. I've been 
here now a whole fortnight, and if I could tell yc one 
half I've seen, I guess you'd stare worse than if you'd 
seen a catamount. I've been to meeting, and to the 
, museum, and to both Legislaters, the one they call the 
House, and the one they call the Sinnet. I spose 
uncle Joshua is in a great hurry to hear something about 
these Legislaters ; for you know he's always reading 
newspapers, and talking.politics, when he can get any 
body to talk with him. I've seen him, when he had 
five tons of hay in the ield well made, and a heavy 
shower coming up, stand two hours disputing with 
squire W. about Adams and Jackson, one calling 
Adams a tory and a fed, and the other saying Jackson 
was a murderer and a fool ; so they kept it up, till tiie 
rain began to pour down, and about spoilt all his hay. 

Uncle Joshua mav set his heart at rest about the 
bushel of corn that he bet long with the post-master, 
that Mr. Ruggles would be Spe3ter of that Legislater, 
they call the House 5 for he 's lost it, slick as a whis- 
tle. As I had n't much to do, I ^ve been there every 
day since they 've been a setting. A Mr. White of 
Monmouth was the Speaker the two first days ; and I 
cant see why they did n't keep him in all the time 5 
for he seemed to be a very clever good-natured sort of 
man, and he had such a Smooth pleasant way with him, 
that I could n't help feeling sorry when thigr turned 
him out and put in another. But some said be was n't 
put in hardly fair ; and I dont know as he was, for the 
first day when they were all coming in and crowding 
round, there was a large fat man, with a round, full, 
jolly sort of face, I suppose he was the captain, for he 
got up and commanded them to come to order, and 
then he told this Mr. White to whip into the chair 
quicker tlian you could say Jack Robinson. Some 
of 'em scolded about it, and I heard some, in a little 
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room thej called the lobbj^ say 'twas a mean trick ; but 
I could n't see why. for I thought Mr. White Biade a 
capital Speaker, and when our company turns Out you 
know the captain always has a right to do as hrs a 
mind to. 

They kept disputing most all tlie time the two firH 
days about a poor Mr. Roberts from Waterborough.— 
Some said he should n't have a seat, because he adjourn- 
ed ^e town meeting, and wasn't fairly elected. — 
Others said it was no such thing, and that he was elect- 
ed as fairly as any of 'em. And Mr. Roberts himself 
said he was, and said he could bring men that would 
swear to it, and good men too. But notwithstanding 
all this, when they came to vote, they got three or four 
majority that he should n't have a seat. And 1 thought 
it a needless piece of cruelty, for they want crowded, 
and there was a number of seats empty. But they 
would have it so, and the poor man had to go and stand 
up in the lobby. 

TheB they du^puted awhile about a Mr. Fowler's hav- 
ing a seat Some said he should n't have a seat, be- 
cause when he was elected some of his votes were 
given for his father. But they were more kind to him 
Sian they were to Mr. Roberts 5 for they voted that he 
should have a seat ; and I suppose it was because they 
thou^it he had a lawful right to inherit whatever l^as 
his father's. They all declared there was no party 
politics about it, and I dont think there was ; for I no- 
ticed that all who voted that Mr. Roberts should have 
a seat, voted tffSt Mr* Fowler should not 5 and all who 
voted that Mr. Roberts should not have a seat, voted 
that Mr. Fowler should. So, as they all voted 60//* 
ways, they must have acted as their consciences told 
them, and I dont see how there could be any party 
about it 

It 's a pity tliey could n't be allowed to have twq 

rkerS, for they seemed to be ¥ery anxious to choose 
Ruggles and Mr. Goodenow. They two had ev- 
ery vote, except one, and if they had had thatj I be- 

A2 
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lieve they would both have been chosen 5 as it was, 
however, they both came within a humbird's eye of it. 
Whether it was Mr. Rtiggles that voted for Mr. GcKHle- 
now, or Mr. Goodedow for Mr. Ruggles, I cant ex- 
actly tell 5 but I rather guess it was Mr. Ruggles vot- 
ffl tor Mr. Gopdenow, for he appeared to be very glad 
that Mr. Goodenow was elected, and went up to nim 
soon after Mr. Goodenow took the chair, and shook 
hands with him as good-natured as could be. I would 
iiave given half my load of ax handles, it they could 
both have been elected and set up there together, they 
would have been so happy. But as they can't have but 
one speaker at a time, and as Mn Goodenow appears ~ 
to undeVstand the business very well, it iff not likely 
Mr. Ruggles wilt be speaker any this winter. So uncle 
Joshua will liave to shell put his bushel of corn, and I 
hope it will learn him better than to bet about politics 
again. If he had not been a goose, he might have 
known he would loose it, even if he had been ever so 
sure of getting it; for in these politics there's never 
any telling which way the cat will jump. You know, 
before the last September election, some of the papers 
that came to our town had found out that il/n liunton 
would have five thousand majority of the votes. And 
some of the other papers had found out tliat Mr, Smith 
would have five thousand majority. But the cat jump- 
ed 'tother way to both of 'em 5 for I cant find yet as 
either of 'em got any majority. Some say- Mr. Hun- 
ton has got a Uitle majority, but as far from five thou- 
sand as 1 am from home. And ^s for Mr. Smith, they 
dont think he has any majority at all. You remember, 
too, before I came from home, some of the papers said 
how there was a majority of ten or fifteen national re- 
publicans in the Legislater, and the other papers said 
there was a pretty clever little majority of democratic 
republicans. Well, now every body says it has turned 
out j^t as tliat queer little paper, called the Daily 
Courier, said 'tivould. That paper said it was siich a 
close rub, it could n't hardly tell which side would beat 
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And it 's j68t 8O9 for they've been here now most a fort- 
n^ht acting jest like two bpys plajin see-saw on a raih 
Firit one goes ud, then Mother ; but I reckon one of 
the bojs is rather neaviest, for once in awhile he comes 
down chuck, and throws the other up into the air as 
though he would pitch him head oyer heels. 

In that 'todier Legislator they call the Sinnet, there 
has been some of the drollest carnrins on that you ever 
heard of. If I can get time I'll write you something 
about it^ pretty soon. So I subscribe myself, in haste, 
your loving cousin till death. 

JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER IIL 

VhcU Joshua* 9 visit to Boston^ and dines with the Gin- 
eral Court 

Dbar Neffxj,— I left home just after your letter 
to your cousin Ephraim got there, and I did'nt get a 
sight of your letter to me that you put in the Courier 
at Portland, until I saw it in the Daily Advertiser in 
Boston, and 1 guess Mr. Hale is the only person in 
Boston who takes that are little Courier, sp you was 
pretty safe about the letter not being seen, as the prin- 
ter promised you. — How I happened to see it here, you 
will find out before I have got through with this letter. 
I guess you wont be a little struck up when you find out 
that I'm in Boston— but I had best begin at the begin- 
ning and then I shall get thrcf' quiQker; 

After seeing your letter to Ephraim as I said before, 
I concluded it would'nt be a bad scheme to tackle up 
and take a load of turkies, some apple-sauce^ and other 
notions that tlie neighbors wanted to get to market, and 
as your uncle Nat would be in Bgr^on with the ax hand- 
let^ we all thought best to try our luck there. Nothing 
happened worth mentioping oji the road, nor till next 
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morBing after I got here and put up in Elm street 
I then got off my watch pretty curiously, as you shall 
be informed. 1 Was down in the bar room, and^lMrft it 
well enough to look pretty considerable smarts and now 
and then compared my watch with the clock inihei)ar 
and found it as near right as ever it was — when a feller 
stept up to me and ask't how I'd trade ? abd says I, for 
what? and says he for your watch— and says I^ any 
way that will be a fair shake— upon that says he, I'll 
give you my watch and five dollars— Says I, its dodc I 
He gave me the five dollars, and I gave him my watch. 
Now, says I, give me your watch — and says he, With a 
loud laugh, I h^n't got none — and that kind atum'd 
the laugh on me. Thinks I, lit them laugh that lose* 
Soon as the laugh was well over, the feller thought he'd 
try the watch to his ear — why, says he, it dont go^no, 
says r, not without its carried — ^then I began to laugh — 
he tried to open it and could'nt start it a hair, and broke 
his' thumb nail into the bargain. Won't she open, says 
he ? ,Not's I know on, says I — and then the laugh 
seemed to take onother turn. 

Don't you think I got off the old Brittannia pretty 
well, corisiderin? And then I thought I'd go and see 
about my load of turkies and other notions. I expected 
to have gone all over town to sell my load, but Mr. 
■ DoolitUe told me if I'd go down to the new market, I 
' should find folks enough to buy all I had at once* So 
down I goes, and a Hkely kind of a feller, with an eje 
like a hawk and quick as a steeltrap for a trade, (they 
called him a 4th staller,^ came up to the wagon, and 
before you could say Jack Robinson, we struck a bar- 
gain for the whole cargor— and come to weigh and reck- 
on up, I found I should get as much as lOsSd more than 
any of us calculated before 1 feft home, and had the ap- 
ple-sauce left besides. So 1 thought I'd jist see how 
this 4th staller worked his card to be able to give us so 
good a price for the ttrrkies, and I went inside the mar- 
ket-house, and ^ grander sight I never expect ta t^e I 
But it was the Sd stalUi^instead of the 4th, had my tur- 
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kies all sorted and hung up, and looking so much better 
^hat I hardly shduld know ?em. Pretty soon, a gentleman 
asktMhe 3d staller what he asked for turkies P Why, 
says he, if you want something better than you ever 
saw before, there's some 'twas killed last night purpose 
for you. You may take 'em at 9d, being it's you. I'll 
give you 12 cents, said the gentleman, as I've got some 
of the Genial Court to dine with me, and must treat 
weU. I shant stand for half a cent with an old custom- 
er, *«ays he. And so they traded 5 and in about the 
space of half an hour or more, all my turkies went into 
baskets at that rate. The 4th staller gave Ine 6d a 
pound, and I began to think I'd been a little too much 
m a hurry for trade— shift's no use to cry for spilt mUk. 
Then I went up to the State House to see what was e£^ 
ing on there 5 but I thou^ I'd get off my apple-sawe 
on my way---and seeing a sign of old clothes bartered, 1 . 
stepped in and made a trade, and got a whole suit of 
superfine black broadcloth from top to toe, for a lirkiB o^ 
apple-sauce, (which didn't cost much 1 guess, at home-) 
Accordingiv I rigged myself up in the new suit, and 
you'd hardly known me. I didn't like the set of the 
shoulders, they were so dreadful puckery 5 but the man 
said that was all ri^t I guess he'll £nd the apple- 
•sauce full as puckeiy when he sets down Into it — but 
%ifs between ourselves. Well, when I got up to the 
mate House I found them at work on the rail road^- 
busy enough I catt tell you-— they ^ a part of it made 
r already^ I found most all the folks kept their hats on 
except the man who was talking put loud and the man 
he was talking to— all^he rest seemed to be busy about 
their own consarns* As I didn't see any body to talk 
to I kept my hat on and took a seat, and look'd round 
to see what was going on; I hadn't been setting long 
before I saw a slick-headed, sharp-eyed little man, who 
seemed to have the principal management of the folks, 
looking at me yreitj sharp, as much as to say who are 
ou ? but I said nothing and looked tother way-^at last 
e touched me-on the snould^r— -1 thoft^t he was fe^l- 
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ing of the puckers. Are jou a member ? sajps he—rBar- 
tia says I — how long have yovt taken ydur seat i says 
her About ten minutes, says I. Are you qualified ? 
says he. I guess .not, says L And then he left me. 
I didn't know exactly what this old gentleman was af- 
ter — but^oon he returned and said it was proper fot 
me to be qualified before I took a seat, and I tnust go 
before the governor! By Jing! I never felt so befoi:e 
in oil my born days. ' As good luck would have it, he' 
was beckoned to come to a man at the desk, and as soon 
as his back was turned I giv^ him the slip. Jest as I 
wa^^ingoff, the gentleman who bought my turkiesof 
, th0 4tli staller took hold of my arm, and I was afraid at 
^ first that he was >eoing to carry me to the Governor— . 
^jj|^ he began to talk as sficiablc as if we had-- been old * 
•^^arHiaintances. How long liave you been in the house, 
' Mtt'.Smith, says he. My name is Downing, said I. 
. I -beg your pardon, says he — 1 mean Downing* It's no 
^^ffence, says I, I hav'nt been here Ions. Then says he 

in a very pleasant way, a few of yourilrother^Elembera , 
' are to take pot-hick with me to-day, and I should be ve- , 
ry happy to have you join them. What's pot-lttck said 
I. O, a femily dinner, says he— no ceremony. I 
thoujght by tbis time I wa^ well qualified for iiiat with- 
out going to the Governor. So says I, yes, and fiiankr 
ye too. How Umg before you'll want me, says I. M \ 
"& o'clock, says he, and gave me a piece of paste boaca 
with his name on k— and the name of the street, and'' • 
the number of his house, and said that would show me 'Wk 
the way. * Well, Says I, I dont know* of nothing that 
will keep me away, And then we parted. I took<^on- 
siderable liking to him. 

After strolling round and seeing a gr«at many things^ 
about the State House and the marme imager of Gin* 
Washington, standing on a stump in the Por^h, I went 
out into the street they call Bacon ^tceet^ and my stars ! 
what swarms of women folks I saw all drest up as if . 
they were going to meetin. Yo^ caa tell ceuuh Polly 
Bandburn, who /ou knoMi^lMo slimster^tiiatsbe needn t 
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take on so about being geinteel iu her shapes— for the 

fenteelestt ladies here beat her as to size all hollow.* 
dont believe one of 'eiiL could ffe| iniooui" foredore— ^ 
and as (or their arms— I shouidn^t want, better (peftsure 
for a bushel of raeal than one of their sleeve^ ■ could 
hpld. I shant shell o«t tb? bushel of corn jou say IVtf - -^ 
lost on Speaker Ruggles at that ratfe. But this puti me * 

in mind of the dinner which Mr. p— wants I should 

help the Gineral Court eat. So I took out the,nlece of 
paste boardy and began to inquire mj way ^nd got along 
copipletely, and found the number the ni^t time— but 
the (Soor waB locked, and there was no knoc\uirr and I 
I thumpt with my whip handle, but nobody e#ihe. And 
«ays I to a man going by, doait nobody live hefe ? and 
^ays he yes. Well, how do you get in ? Why, says 
^ hcj ring; and says I^ ring what? And 59ys he, the 
bell. And says 1 whereas the rope? And sajs he, 
pull that little brass nub : and so I gave it a twft^n, and||. 
I'm sure a bell did ring j and who do you think opened ^ 
the door with a white apron afore him ? You couldn't 

fuess for a week a Sundays— so I'll tell you. Jt was 
tephen Furlong, who kept our district school last win- . 
ter, for 5 doljars a month, and kept bachelor's hall, and 
helped tMid for Gineral Coombs a training dJiys, and 
oaaake'out muster rolls. We was considerably struck • 
up at first, both of us ; and when he found I was* going 

to eat dinner with Mr.* and Ginepl Court, he 

thought it queer kind of doings — bu<f says he, I guess it 

V "^ A^itl he as well for |x)th of us not to know each other a bit 

*^' ^^ore than we can help. And says I, with a wink, you're 

half right, and in I went. Thcrfe was nobody in tie 

room but Mr. and his wife, and not a sign ofWw . 

dinner to be seen any where— though E thought no^fr iag 
then when a side-do^ opened, I could smell cUpboariJ? 
rfs they saVt 

i thought I should W nuzzled enough to know what 
to say, but I hadn't*my tiioughts logMo myself.^ "^MeM 
■ ■ lias about as nimble a ton^f^uj^ ever h^^^^* 
and could say ten words to my one, ^Ahad nothing 
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to do in the waj of making tall^. Just then I heard a 
ringing, and Stephen was busy in opening the door and 
^ letting in the.Gineral Court, who all hacf their hats off, 
„ and looking prettj scrumptious, you may depend. I 
did'nt «ee but I could stand along side of 'em without 
* ' disparagement, except to my boots, which had just got 
, ' a lick of beeswax and tallow-^not ^ mite of dinner vet, 
and 1 began to feel as if Hwas nearer supper time than 
dinner time — ^when all at once two door^ new away from 
each other right into the wall, and what did I see but 
one of ^h© grandest thanksgiving dinners you ever laid 
yotir cy^s on — and lights on the table, and silver can- 
dlesticks and gold lamps over headr— ^e window shut- 
ters closedr— I guess more than one of us stared at first, 
but we soon found the way to our mouths — I made Ste- 
phen tend out for me pretty sharp, and he got my plate • 
nlled three or four times with soup, which beat all I ever 
% tasted. I shan't go through the whole dinner again to 
you — ^but I am mistaken if it co^t me mucli for victuals 
this week, if I pay by the meal at Mr* Doolittle's, who 
comes pretty near up to a thanksgiving every ^ay. 
There was considerable talk about stock and manufac- 
tories, and Her bilities, and rimidies, and a great loss 
otf stock. I thought this a good chance fcr tne to put 
in a word — for I calculated I knew as much about rai** 
ing stock and keeping over as any of 'em.- Says I. to 

Mr. p there's one thing I've always observed in 

my experience in stock— just as sure as you try to kee^^^ 
over more stock^than you have fodder to carry thenB ' 
well into April, one half will die on your hands, to a 
sartinty — and there's no remedy for it — I'v^ tried it 
oat and out, and there's no law that can make ^ ton of 
yty keep over ten cows, unless you have more carrots 
aid potatoes than you can throw a stick at ^ This made 
•;|ome of the folks stare who didn't know much about 
f' vftock— and Steve give me a jog, as much as to saj, keep 
£^^|^iet> He thoitt^I was getting mto a quog-iviire, and 
^^Moon after, ai||^me a wink, opened the door and got 
me out of thProom into the entry. 
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After we had got out of heaHiiff, says I to Steve, how 
are you getting on in the worla — snould you like to 
eome back to keep our school if I could get a vote for 
you !-^not by two chalks^ says Steve — ^I Know which 
side my bread is buttered better than all that— I get 
12 dollars ^a month and found, and now and then some" 
old clothes, which is better than keeping school at 5 
dollars and find myself, and work out my highway tax 
besides— then turning up the cape ot my new coat^ says 
he, I guess I've dusted tliat afore now-^most likely, 
says 1,~ but not in our district school- And this brings ' 
to mind to tell you how I got a sight of your letter. 
They tell me here that every body reads the Boston 
Daily Advertiser, because thtere is no knowing but what 
they may find out something to their advantage^ so I 
thought I would be as wise as the rest of them, and be- 
fore 1 got halfi:hrough with it, what sl^ould 1 find mix- 
ed up among the news but your letter that you put into 
that little paper down in Portland, and I knew it was 
your writing before I liad read ten lines of it. 

I hope l*ve answered it to your satisfaction. 

Your respected uncle, JOSHUA DOWNING. 

P. S. Mr. Topliff says your uncle Nat is telegraph- 
ed, but I'm afraid the ax handles wont come to much 
— I find the Boston folks made a handle of most any 
thing they can. lay hold of, and just as like as not they'll 
make a handle ol our private letters, if they should see 
them. 

N. B. You spell dres^dful bad, according to my no- 
tion — and this proves what I always said, that our dis- 
trict has been going down hill ever Bince Stephen 
Furlong left it 
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House* But as soob as he was elected, the natioimi 
republikans went to him very kindly, and said, 'Elder 
Hall, by the provisions^ of the consti^tution you are uovf 
fairly Governor of the State till another governor is 
qualified. Dont be bashful about it, but please to walk 
right into the Council chamber, and do the governor's 
business.' But the democratic republikans said, that 
would never do, for if he should, the Sinnet Board 
would be capsized in an instant and the Huntonites 
would rule the roast. So there was a pair of Governors 
spoilt when they were more than half made, jest l^ the 
mischief of the Jacksonites and Huntonites. And the 
eonsequenee is, that Mr. Cutler has to keep doing the 
Governor's business vet, whether he wants to or not, 
and whether it is rigut for him to, or not. They say 
tiiepeor man is a good deal distressed about it, and has 
sent to the gre^ Judges of the Supreme Court to know 
whether it's right for him to be Governor any longer 
or not If the Judges should say he mus 'nt be Gov- 
ernor any longer, we shall be m a dreadful pickle^ 
Only think, no Governor, and no laws, but every body 
do jest as they're a mind to. Well, if that should be 
the case, Iknow one thing, that is, Bill Johnson will get 
one good flogging for calling me a mean puppjT ^^^ ^ 
coward last summer ; I^ve longed to give it to nim ever 
since ; and if the Le^later don't make a governor this 
winter, I shall come right home, and Bill must look out* 
What a pity His they should waste so much time trying 
to ;oAake so many governors y for, if they should make 
a dozen, we Wouldn't want to use but one this, year ; 
and it is thought if they iiad all . clapt to and worked 
upon one instead of woirking upon somai^, they might 
liave had him done more ^an three weeks agQ. . 
. Yourlovin cu%en & death, 

JACK DOWNING. 
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thjt there were two verjr clcveU'parties in the legUlater^ 
the democratic repubiikans aim the national republi- 
kans 5 and they are so, and very industriousy and try 
to make things coon right | and I really believe, if the 
confounded Jacksonites and Huntonites didnH bother 
'em so, they'd make as a Governor, as quick as I could 
make an ax handle. It is enough to do any body's 
heart good to see how kind and obliging these democra- 
tic republikans and national republikans are to each 
Other, and how each party tries to help tlie other along; 
and its enough to make any body's blood boil to see 
the Jacksonites and Hunt6nites, jest like the dog in the 
manger? because they cabt eat the hay themselves, snap 
at these two cleVer parties the moment either of 'em 
sets out to take a mouthful. Til jest g^ve you an in- 
stance of the kindness that these two clever parties 
shdw to each ofher. You know the. constitution says 
when we haven't any Governor the President of the 
Sinnet must be Governor, and when we have n*t any 
President 6f the Sinnet, the Speaker trf* th^ House must 
be Governor. So when Governor Lincoln died Mr. 
Cutler was Governor for awhile5 because he was last 
year President pf the Sinnet Mr. Goodenow is a na- 
tional republikan^ and when he was elected Speaker of 
the House, the democratic republikans told him as there 
was no President of the fiinnet e{ected yet, it belonged 
to him to be Governor, and tried as hard as though he 
had belonged to their own party, to encourage him to 
go right into the council chamber and do the governor's 
business. But the na,tional repuUikans didn^t dare to 
let him ^, for he was fleeted by on\j o^e majority, and 
they Sam if he should leave the chair, it wouldn't be 
five mintttes before a Jacksonitowould be whisked into 
it, and then the two clever parties would all be up a 
treet Well, jest so twat in the Sinnet after Elder 
Hall was elected president, only the bread was but- 
tered on tother tide. Elder Hall is ti democrat repub- 
likao, and there was a ^;rett deal tougher scrabble to 
elect himi ftan there was to choose the Speaker of the 
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ing to make it go, it rather- «eemed to crack a little ; 
^so thej stopt sBort till, to-morrow. Its been jostled 
about 8O9 and got so weak^an' rkket^^ some are afraid 
it will giye out jet^ w split in tu agxn. 

JACK DOWNING, 



LETTER Vn. 

Jin aceotmt of the trigging cf the wheeta of govern- 
merit. 

Portland, Thursday Feb. 11, 1831. 

Dear Cousin Ephraim,— ^IVe wrote you three j9oa^- 

«crtp/« since I wrote you ia letter, and the reason is, 

these Legislafers haye been carryin on so like all pos- 

sest, and Pve been in looking at 'em so much, I could 

. 5 to write more than three lines at once, for 

Id be out of the way, and should miss see- 

i ; the fun^ But thinkin you'd be tired of 

tried 10 get the printer to send my letter yes- 

t he told me riglit up and down he could n't 

'. ^. he must, for I ought to sent before now. — 

But he said he coulti n't and would n't, and that was 
the upshot of the matter, for the paper was chock full, 
and more tu, of the Governor's message- Bless my 
stars, says I, and have we got a Governor done enough 
so he can speak a message ? Yes, indeed we have, 
says he, thanks be to the tioo great ^ republikin parties^ 
who have saved the State from the anarkee of the Jack- 
sonites and Huntonites ; the Governor is done, and is 
jest a going into the Lesislater, and if you ^11 go right 
up there, you can see him. 80 I pushed in among the 
crowd, and I got a pretty good squeezin tu j but 1 got 
a good mace, for I could elbiw it as well as any on 'em. 
And I nad n't been there five minutes, seemingly, be- 
fore we had a Governor sui-e enough 5 and a good stout. 
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genteel looking sort of a man he was ta, as you would 
see in a whole regiment, talcing in captains and all.— 
Nobodj disputed that he was finbhed pretty wo^kman^ 
like ; and he ought to be. for tliey 'd been long enough 
about it. So they concluded 4o «(wear hira in, as they 
call it, and he took a great oath to behave like a Gover- 
nor a whole year. * Some say the wheels of government 
will go alons smooth and easy now, as a wheelbarrow 
across a brick yard ; but some shake their heads, and 
saj the wheels will be joking over rocks and stumps all 
winter yet 5 and I dont know but they will, for the 
Governor had nH hardly turned his back upon 'em and 
gone out, before they went right to disputing agin as 
hard as ev^r^ I was a good mind to run out and call 
the Governor back to still 'em. But I could n't tell 
where to look for him, so they got clear of a drubbing 
that time. I know he 'da gin it to 'em if he 'd been 
there ; for what do you think was the first thing they 
went to difiputing about ? It was how many Gover- 
nor's speeches they should print this w 
the Governor could n*t tell that himself 
three hundred, and some five hundred, 
or eight hundred. Finally they conclu< 
hundred $ and I should think iiiat wi 
conscience, if they are all^oing to be 
one they printed in the Courier yesterday. In the next 
place, tney took up that everlasting dispute about Mr. 
Koberts' having a seat; for if you '11 believe me, they*ve 
kept that poor man standing there till this time. 

I'll tell you how tis, Cousin Ephraim^ we must con- 
trive some way or other to keep these Jacksonites and 
Huntonites out of the Legislator another year, or we 
shall be ruin'd 5 for they make pesky bad work, 'triging 
the wheels of go\ernment. They 'ye triged 'em so 
much that they «ay it has cost the State about ^iten. 
thousand doikiri ahevkdy^ more than 'twould, if they 
had gone along straight without stopping. So you may 
tell uncle Joshua thatl>esidi8 that bushel of corn he lost 
in betting about the Speaker, he'll have to shell out as 
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inuch as two busheh more tb paj the cost of trigipj^ die 
wheels. Jingoe! sometimes when I Ve seen the wheels 
chocked, with a little trig not bi^er than a cat's head, 
and the whole legislatcir trrtng with all their might two 
or three dars, and couldn't start it a hair, how I've 
longed to hitch onmjr little speckled four- jear-olds, 
and give 'em a pull } if they wouldn't make the wheels 
fl J over the trigs in a jiffy, I wont guess agin. Tother 
day in a great convention, when both Legislaters met 
together to chuse some Counsellors, Mr. fiootelle and 
Mr. Smith of Nobleborough tried to explain how ^twas 
the wheels of government wer^ trij^'d so much; Mr. 
Boutelle, as I have told you a^fore, is a national repub* 
lican, and Mr. Smith is a democratic republican. — 
They differed a little, in their opinion. Mr. Boutelle 
seemed to think the trigs were all put under by one doM 
of poHiicians^ and from what he said, I took it he meant 
the Jacksonites, He said ever since the Legislater be- 
gan, ^e moment they started the wheels, that class of 
politicians would throw under a chock and stop 'em $ 
and which ever way they turned, that class of politi- 
cians would meet 'em at every* corner and bring 'em up 
all standin. ]yir. Smith seemed to think another class 
of politicians had the greatest hand in it, and it was 
pretty clear he meant the Huntonites. He said when 
they first got here, that class of politicians sot the 
wheels of government rollins the wrong way; they put 
the big wheels forwarii, and the Legislater had been 
soins backwards ever since, just like a lobster. And 
the Huntonites not only trig'd the wheels, whenever 
they begun to roll the right way $ but as soon as the 
^blessed Governor' was done they trig'd him tu ; and 
though he had been done four days, fliey would'nt let 
him come into the Legislator so th^t their eyes could 
be blest with the sight of hinu So from wHat I can 
find out, the Jacksonites lind Huntonites both, are a 
troublesome contrary set, and there must be some way 
contrived to keep 'em out of the Legislater in future. 
It* seems soon after you got my first letter, nncle 
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Josliiui tackled up^ and started off to Boston^ with a 
load of turkejs and apple^sauce. I bad a letter from 
him t'other day, as long as all out doors, in the Boston 
Advertiser, ne says he got more for the turkeys than 
he expected tu i but I think its a plaguy pity he did'nt 
bring 'em to Portland. I know he'd got more than he 
could in Boston. Provision kind is getting up here 
wonderfi^lly, on account x)f these Legislaters being 
likely to stay here all winter j and some think the'll be 
here half the summer tu. And then there's sich ii 
oloudof what they call lobby members and office hun- 
ters, that the butchers have got frightened, and gone to 
buying up all the beef and pork they can get hold on 
far and near for they are afraid a famine will be upon us 
next Howsomever, uncle Josliua did well to carry his 
!puckery apple<«3uce' to Boston. He could n't get a 
cent for't here j for every body's puckery and soar 
enough here now. 

Give my love to father and mother and cousin Nabbj. 
I shall answier their letters as soon as I can% 
Your lovin Cousin, 

JACK DOWNING, 



LETTER VIII. 

Mr, Downing advises his uncIeVoshua to hold on to his 
dmhd df eotn asr the legislature fiad undertaken *^ ta 
rip up (heir duins.^^ 

PortlandtFriday, Feb. 12, 1830. 
Postscript to tmcfe Joshua. 

|CF*THIS WITH CARE AND SPEED. 

Dear CJiroi.s^^^If yo« have^nt paid over, that are 
bushel of com yet, that you lost when j.ou bet Mr. Rim^- 
gles would be'Speaker,' hold on to it foi^your life, tul 
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you hear from me i^n, for I aint so clear but you maj 
save it yet They've gone to rippin up their duins here, 
and there's no knowing but they may go clear back to 
the beginning and have another tug about Speaker. At 
any rate, if vour bushel of com is'at gone put of your 
crib yet, I adyise you by all means to keep it there. 

Tell 'squire N, the question is'nt settled yet ; and 
you wont shell out a single kernel till it is fairly nailed 
and clinched, so4t can't be ript up agin* I'll tell you 
what 'tis, uncle Josh» the Supreme Court beats the Jack- 
sonitecand Huntonites all hollow for trigging tht* wheelsl 
You know after they had such a tussle for about a week 
to chose Elder Hall President of the Sinnet, and after 
he come in at last all hoHow, for they said he had a 
majority of eight out of sixteen, they went 6n then two 
or three weeks nicely, duin business tie and tie^ bard 
as they coukL Then up steps the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court and tells Mr. Hall he was eovemory and 
ought to go into the Council Chamber^ They seemed 
to be a little bit thunder stntck at first But thejr soon 
come to agin, and Elder HaH got out of the chair and 
Mr. Kinesbur^ got into it, and they jogged along an- 
other wecK, duin business as hard as ever. They said 
all the chairs round the table ought to be filled, so they 
changed works with the House and made four more 
Sinneters. So having four good fresh hands come in^ 
they took hold in good earnest and turned off more 
budiness in two days, than they had done in a month 
'before. 

Then up steps the Supreme Court <^in and tells '«m 
their cake is all dough } for they had nH been duin con- 
stitutionaL This was yesterday ; and it made a dread- 
ful tottse. They went right to work rippin up and tar- 
rin away what they'd been duin |«nd before nine o'clock 
in the evening Aey turned out the four hew Sinneters, 
out of their chairs and appointed a committee to b^in 
to make four more; They took hidd so hash about it, I 
rodie some the r^t of the Sinneters begnn to be afhdd 
iney should be ript ttptuf so tliey cle$rM out^Igaess 
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near hbwi half on 'em^ aod bare n't been seen nor heard 
of to day. Some of *em that had more courage went 
in and tried to4o business 5 but there was n't enough of 
'em to start an inch. They sent a man all around town 
in the forenoon and afternoon to tell 'm to come in and 
go to work, but he could n't find hide nor hair of one of 
'em.. Elder Halt said he giie^sed they mu$t be some- 
tQhere in a convention. 

Some say they'll rip up the new Councillors next, and 
th6n the Governor, cause the new Sinnetershelpt make 
em ail. But there's one comfort left for us, let the cat, 
jump which way 'twill ; if Mr. Hunton isn't a constitu- 
tional Grovemor, Elder Hall is ; the Judges have nailed 
that fast.. So think Bill Johnson will get off with a 
whole skin, for I shant dare to flog him this year. If 
they go clear back to the Speaker, and decide itinTavor 
of your bushel of corn, I shall let you know as soon as 
possible. . , 

Yourloviju neffo, 

JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER IX. 

The queer duins of the senate descrioeiL 

. To Cousin Bphrcdm hownin^ up in DoumingvUle. , 
Portland, Wednesday, Feb. 17^ 1830. 

I^EAR Cousin Ephraim, — Here lam yet, and have 
n't much else to du, so I might as well keep writin to 
you ; for I spose unc!e Joshua 's in a peck of trouble 
about his busnet of corn. I'm pesky friid he'll lose it 
yet ; for they don't seem to rip up worth a cent $ince 
the first night th€y1)egun. The truth Vas they took hold 
rather tu hash that night ; and rippin uf) them are four 
ne^w Sinneters so quick, they scart away four or five 
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more old ones^ 90 they didQ*t<iare to come in asain for 
tu days* And that threw 'em all into the suds, head 
-and ears. It was worse than triging the wheels, for 
it broke the Siimet wheel right in tu^ and left it so flat, 
that all Job'« oxen never could start it, if they hadn't 
got it mended again. They tried, to keep duin some- 
%ing9 but theytouldn't da the leastest thing. One time 
they tried to du something with a little bit of a mes- 
sage that was sent to 'em on a piece of paper from the 
House. The President took it in hi« hand, and h^d 
it up, and asked 'em what best to dti with it Some 
of 'em motioned that they'd lay it on the table 5 but 
come to consider on it, they found they couldn't ac- 
cording to the constitution, without there was more of 
'em to nelp* They said they couldn't lay it on the ta- 
ble, nor du nothin at all with it. I was afraid the poor 
old gentleman would have to stand there and hold it 
till they got the wheel mended agin. But I believe he 
finally let it drop on the table ^ and I spose there was 
nothin rn the constitution against that 

They got the wheel mended Monday about eleven er 

clock, so they could start alon^a little. But them are 

four new §inneters that they ript up Thursday night, 

come right back agin Monday, and sot down to the 

great round table ; and stood tu it through thick and 

thin, that they want rip up, and no sich thing. Well, 

this kicked up a kind of a bobbery among 'em, so they 

tliought they'd try to journ. The President counted 

'em, and said they were joumed and might go out 

ssaid the President didn't count 

urned a bit 5 and they niust ^et 

uling about it 

n, all but four or five that put 
coats and stood backside of the 
chock full of folks looking on, 
em the Sinnet was jourriedand 
it, but they did seem to keer tu, 
on and began to laugh like fun. 
11 in his cheer, for I spose he 
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thought if he left it, some of them are roguish fellers 
wottki be settininto it The man that keeps order, told 
the folks they must take their hats off when they Were 
in the Sinnet t but they said they wouldn't, cause the 
Sinnet was adjourned. Then the mati went and asked 
the President if the Sinnet was all adjourned, and the 
President said 'twas, and {here was no doubt about it 
And ihe folks felt so tickled to think they could wear 
their hats when the Sinneters were setting round the 
great table, that they kind of whistled a little bit all 
ovfer the room. 

Finally, after settin about half an hour, another man 
got up and motioned to ajoum, and the President got 
upTand put it to vote agin. He told 'em if they wanted 
to ajoum, they must say ah, and they all said ah this 
time, ,and cleared out in five minute?. • 

But about this rippin up business ; instead of rippin 

* up the councillors, as some thought they would, both 

legislaters met together to-day, and called in four of 

the councillprs, and nailed 'em down harder with an 

oath. 

They've sot tlie committees to work like fun now, 
and its thought they'll turn off business hand oVer hand^ 
for you know its almost March, and then the great 
Supreme Court meets here. And they say they have a 
grand jury that picks up all disorderly and mischievous 
R)lk, and carries 'em into court, and the court puts 
'em in jail. Tliese leridaters have been cuttin up such 
rigs here all winter^ that they begin to look pretty shy 
when an^ thing is said about the first of March, and I 
dont believe the grand jury '11 be able to find a single 
motlier's son of 'em when the court gets here. 
From your cousin, 

JACK DOWNING. 
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UBTTER X, 

Jlnew ideafof moling moneys ^it of the <^ec seekefif 
swarming roun4 the new governor. 

Postscript to Ephraim. 

Portiand, Feb. 23, 1830. 

Dear CousiV.-^As soon as you get tfltig, I want you 
to load up tho old lumber-box with tntm are long slick 
bean-poles^ that I got out last summer. I guess f shant 
make much by my a'i handles, for I can't sell 'em y^ ; 
I hant sold but tu since I've been here ; and the sea's 
been froze over so that uncle Ned hant got in from 
Quoddy yet, and I hant had anj chance to send my ax 
handles to Boston. JBut if I lose on the ax handles, I 
shall make it up on the bean poles if you only get 'em 
here in season.- ])p make haste as fast as you can, and 
you shall share half the profits. 

It ant to stick beans with nuther ; and I guess you'll 
kind o' laft', when>I tell you what tis for. You know 
when we went to the court there was a man sot up in a 
box, that they called a Sheriff, and held a long white 
pole in his hand. WelH heanl somebo^dy say t(^her 
day that there was more than a hundred folks here that 
wanted to :get a Sheriff *s pole ; and I happened to think 
that th^m are bean poles would make cute ones. But 



you must ^et 'em aibre the Governor makes' his appVnt- 
ments» or it'll be gone goose with us, about it, 
could'nt sell more than naif a dozen arter that 



From your Cousin, 

JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER XL 

Cousin Ephraimin ike difficulties. 

Feb. 2^, 183a 

Dear Jack;— ^Herelam, abouthalf way to Portland, 
with one shu of the old lumber box broke down, and 
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totkcr oae putty rickety. Its about half the way bare 

f round, ana the old hoss begins to be rather wheezy, 
lut you know I don't give up for trifles,. when thore'i 
4 chance to make a spe^c Soon as I got your letter 
about the bean poles, I made business fly. Mother put 
me up a box of beef and dough nuts, and I fed old grey^ 
and tackled vp, and. all loaded and ready to start m tu 
hours : and if J live I shall get the bean pedes there at 
some rate or other fore long ^ but I'm fraid I may be 
late. If you know the Governor, 1 wish you'd just ask 
hin to keep his appointments back a little while ; he 
shant loose nothing by it if the poles sell well . I shall 
have to go the rest of the way on wheels, aiid I want 
you to see if you cfin hire ^ne of the government wheels 
tnd come and meet me, for the ulaguy fellers here wont 
trust me with their wheels till I get back. Besides if I 
could &ti one of the wheels of government, I'm thinking 
I couia get along a sood deal faster i for I met a man 
jest now fronv Portland that said they've got them are 
wheels going now like a buz. He said there was no 
wheels m the country that <^ould go half iso fast ; and he 
thinks they work a zood deal better for being split up 
^nd mended so much. Grandfather said they would 
want as ijiiany cockades as Sherift* polls \ and so he put 
iin his old continental one, that he had in the revolution. 
P. S. I hope you'll get the government wheels to 
co«ae arter the poles, for I want some that arc putty 
easy irig^df cause the hills are ruther slippery, 
YourCusin, 

JACK DOWNING. 



tEriBR XIL 

w} tug at the wheels of government described. 

Portland, March 5, 18S0. 
To Cotiein Ephram Douming, stuck by the way. 

You sent word to me in your letter t'other day, that 
70U had got to.bare groimcl, and broke down one ahu 



yGoogk 



28 . LSTTEAS OF 

<$f the lamber box, and wanted me to get, the wheels of 
Oovernmeot and come up after the poles. I tried ^o 
«et 'em, ^utthey^ wouldn't let 'em go^ and they said 
'twould'nt be any use if I did,; for Icould'ntgetinore 
than ten rods t)emre the wheels would be trig'd . They 
were expecting of 'em to be trig'd every day, they said 5 
for the Judges had sent a monstrous great trig to the Go- 
vernor, and told him if they went to start the wheels 
forward any, he must clap it under ^ for they must'nt 
go forward a fait more, and must roll the wheels back a 
good ways, till they find the rii^ht road. Well, s#re 
. enough, on Tuesday, when they was goin along a little 
easy, and some on 'em threw the trig right under, and 
it brought 'em up with a dreadful jolt. 

And then, my stai-s, if the Sinneter» didn't go at it 
tie find tie, like smoke, llie national republicans pul- 
led one wa^, and the democratic republicans Mother, 
with all their might, jest as you and I used to set down 
and brace our feet against each- other, and take hold of 
a stick to see which could pull tother Up. They pulled 
and grinned all day, but nary side couldn't pull up toth- 
er. The national republicans said they wouldn't stop 
for that little trig, nor no notion of it 5 and they pulled 
the wheels forward as hard as they could. The demo- 
cratic republicans braced their feet tother way, and said 
the wheds shouldn't move another inch forward | tliey 
had got on to a wrong road, and the Judges had put that 
trig there to keep 'em all trom goin to destruction ; and 
they tried all day as hard as they could to roll the wheels 
baefc to find the ri^ht road. They pulled like my little 
tu year olds all day, but I couldn't see as they started 
the wheels backwards or forwards a single hair. This 
morning they hitched on and took another jest si<>h a 
pull. Tbfi national republicans said thieykn^w the road 
as well as flie Judges did, find they were goin right and 
wouldn't touch to go back 5 the road was a good plain 
smooth road, and there was'nt a mite of danger in goin 
•n. The democratic republicans said they could hear 
some pretty heavy thanderin^ along that road, and 
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tn^y'd not go another step that waj ; bntthey stood tu 
they want afraid of the tnnnder. /Fhe national repub- 
lieans said th^*d heard thunder before npw, and ^en 
dreadful black clouds all over the sfej, «nd they'd seen 
a fair afternoon and a bright rainbow after all that So 
they pulled and disputed, and disputed and pulled, till 
most noon, and then they toitctuded to stop and breath 
Upon it till to*merrow, when I apose they will spit on 
their hands to make 'em stick and begin as hard as ever. 
I hope yiQul'll make haste and get the poles along ; 
if jou cant get any wheels up there, you better tie up a 
couple of bandies of 'em and swing 'em across the old 
horse, $addle-bag fashion. You'll get well paid for it, 
if you get 'em here in season* Your cousin, 

JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER Xm. 

Mr. Downing ttlk^ what setting up a candidate for 
^fice means* 

; Portland, Tuesday, March 16, 183a 

To Uncle Joshua Douming^vj^in DoumingviUe, . 

i)BAR Unol« Joshua— ^I euesii by this time, its so 
long since I writ hom^, you almost begin to thinlt Jack 
is sick or dead, or gone down to Quoddy long with uncle 
Nat, or aom^where else. But you needn't think any 
slch thing, for here I am sticking to Portland Tike wax, 
and JC guess I shant pull up stakes agin this one while. 
The more I stay to Portland the better I like it. Itft a 
nation fine place ; there's things enough here for any 
body to see all tiieir life time, l|;uess I shall tell you 
something ^bout 'era b^re summer's out These Ltt- 
islatersliavn't done nothjn 8carce\y worth teliii^ about 
this most a fortnjriit. I've been in mo#t every *iy jest 
t(^ take a squint at W. There was uH hardly a bit of 
a quarrel to be lieard of from one day's end to an- 

C 2 
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other. Thejr were aU as gocrd natuhed and loving as a 
famitj orbrethers* that had been Imngotit all summer, 
and had jeatgot home together at thank«giYin| time. 
They kept to work as busy as bees upon pieces of paper 
that they ci^led Bills. Sometimes they voted to read 
^^monce^ sometime^ twice, and aometimes three times. 
At last the aim b^un to shine so warm, tlmt it made 'em 
think of planting time, and at it they went, passing Bills 
by the gro98^ [probably a mistake for to he engrossed^^ 
editor^J tHl the^ settled 'em away like heaps of com at 
a hulking, heroic a barnfal of lM)ysiand gals. And 
they've got 90 near the bottom of the heap, they say 
they shall brush out ^t floors in a day or two more, and 
start off home. I spose they wont mind it much if they 
do brush out some of the ears without husking; they've 
had their frolic and their husking supper, and I gue^s 
that's the most they come for. It seems to me, uncle 
Joshua, it costs our farmers a great deal more to husk 
out their law-corn every winter th^ it need tu. They 
let tu many noisy talking fellers come to the husking. 
I've always minded, when! went to a husking, that these 
noisy kind of chaps seems to care a good deal more 
about what they can get to eat and 4^nk, than they du 
aibout the corn; and them are that don't make much 
fuss, are apt to busk the most and make the cleanest 
work. 

O dear, uncle, there's a hot tihie ahead. I almost 
dread to think of it "I'm afraid there is going to be a 
worse scrabble next summer to see who shall go to the 

^ great Stale husking than there was last. The Huriton- 
ites and Smithites are determined to have each of 'em a 
governor agin next year. Thej^'ve sot up their candi- 
dates on both sides ; and^ who in all the world should 
yougue^s^ thev are ? The Huntonitea have sot up Mr. 
Hunton, attd the Smithites have sot up Mr. Smith. You 

Understand what it means, I Spose, to set up a candi- 
date. It means the same that it'does at a shdoting 
match to set upi a goose or a furkey to be fired at. The 

' rule of the game is that the Smithites are to fire at Mr. 
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nuntoQ) and the Hiintonites are te fire at Mr. Smith. 
They think it will take a pretty hard battle to get them 
hqth in. But both parties, say they've got the constitu- 
tion on thrir side, so I think likely theyal both beat 

They've been piling up a monstrous heap of amuni- 
tion this winter, enough to keep 'em firing all summer; 
and 1 g^ess it wont be long before you see the smoke 
rising all over the Stajte, wherever there's a oewmper. 
I think these newspapers are dreadful smoky things ; 
4key are enough to olind any body'a eyes any time* 1 
mean all exc^ the Daib/ Courwt ana FamUy Reader^ 
that I send my letters in ; I never see muoh smoke in 
them. But take the rest of tlie papers, that talk about 
pMfttics, and patriotism, and republicanismf and fisdend- 
lam, and Jackaonism, and Hartford Contentionism, and 
let any body re^ in one «f 'em half an hour, and his 
eyes^ will be so full of smoke he can't ste battier than an 
#wl in the sunshine ; he would't be able to MV the 
jlifferesce between a corn^^stalk and the b^gest oak tree 
in our pasture. . - 

You know, ttncle, these Legisiaters have had some 
dreadfol quarrels thia winter about a book they call tiie 
constitution: and had to set the Judges of the great 
Court to read it to 'em. They made such a fus^about it 
1 tiiought it must be a mighty great book, as big agin 
AS gntMfiither's great bible. But one day I see one rf 
the Sinnetef grhave tme, and my starsii it was nt sobtg 
us my (M spelling book. Thinks I to myself, if ax 
bandies will buy one, I'll have one and seeit I cant read 
it myself.. Styl went ini*- a store where they had ana-^ 
tion sight of books, and asked 'em tor a constitution. 
They uiowedme somQ nice little ones, that they asked 
a-q[uarter of a dollar a piece for. T was out of money, 
so I toW the men I'd.give him four good white oak ax 
bandies, weU fiinisbed, foroae; andnesaid,beiii^twas 
me, I migh<»have it. Sonk>w Pve got a constitution of 
my OTi^n, and if I find I ca|i read it, I shall l^t y^u 
know something abottl wbatS in itbc^engmai wbile. 
' Yimrn^^, JACK D^^WNiS. 
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Mr. Boumihg informs his Uncle Joshua that he hei$ a 
pro9p€ct of being ruminated for Governor. 

To Uifck Joshua Downing up m DowningmUs. 

Portland, AprilM, 1850. 

Umolb Joshua,— I sposc jou remember that are 
story about the two do^s, that uncle Joe Downing used 
to.iell I how ^ey got to fightins, and snMiped and bit, 
tiUihey eat each other u^^ all hut jest the tip ends ^ 
their tails. Now I never could exactly see through 
that story, enough to know how it was done, till late^; 
I almost thoueht it was a kind of tough yam, that had 
been stretched a good deal. But fact, uncle, 1 bq;ink 
to think it^d true,, every word on't ^ for there'i some- 
thing going on here as much tike it as two peas dn a 
pod. The Portland Argus and the Portland Adver- 
tiser, have fell afowl of each other and, gone to biting 
one another's noses off. And if they k^p on as th^'ve 
b^an, I guess before summer is out, die'li not only 
jcateach other all np, tails and all^ but I behete they 
are going to devour them are tu outrageous wicked 
parties, &at plagued the legislature so all winter^ I 
mean Uie Jacksonites and the Huntonltes. They've 
only been at it a weejc or two, and they've madee[ttite 
a hole into 'em aready« The Advertiser eata the Jack- 
gsonites, and the Areus eats the Huntonites, and they 
are thinning of 'em (m pretty fast This will be a gi'eat 
comfort to the State, as it will give die two repilblteaQ 
parties a chance to do something another winter. The 
Advertiser has eat up the Jacksonites in some places 
away down E%st, such as Eastportand so on, anoaway 
up t'other way m Limerick, and Waterbmugii, saHii 
Fryebuieh. 

And the Aueushas eaten up the Huotenites in New* 
field, and Saofoird, ^d Berwick, an^ Vuialhayett, and 
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SQ OB. All th^e to wna, on both sides, Jtow hare good 
fair repybUcan nwjontiea. I spose about bj the middle 
of next August th^ '11 get 'em all killed ol^ so there 
wont be the ^kin of a^^ Jaeksonite or Huntonite left to 
be sent to the next legislature. 

I hope uncle Joshua, jou will b0 more careful about 
meddling with politicks ^ for so sure as jouget hitched 
on the Jackson party or the Hunton party, these bark- 
ing, deep-mouthed creatures wiH fix their teeth upon 
you, and youll be munched down before you know it 

There's one thing, uncle, that seems to wear pretty 
bard upon my mind, aod plagues me a good deal ; I 
havn n't slept but little tliis tu three nights about it. I 
wish you would n^tsayany thing about it up there 
amongst our folks, for if it should all prove a fudge, 
they'd be laughing at me. But I tell it io you, because 
I want your advice, as you've always read the papers, 
and know considerate about political matters ; tho' to 
h& l^nest, I don't spose any one knows much more 
about politics by reading the papers, after all. 

But what I was going to tell you, is — now, uncle, 
don't twist your tobaoco chaw over to t'other comer ^f 
your month and leer over your spectacles, and say 
Jack's a fool-p*-what I was going to tell you, is this : I 
see by a paper printed down to Brunswick, that they 
talk of nominating me for Governor ijo rundown Smith 
and Hunton. Think of that, uncle | your poor neffii 
Jack, that last summer was hoeing about among th^ 
potatoes, and chopping wood, and making stone walls, ^ 
like enough before another sumn^r comes about, will ^ 
be Governor of the State. I shall have a better chance 
to flog Bill Johnson then, than I should last winter, if 
we hadnt had pa. Governor nor no laws ; for I spose a 
Grovernor hasi 9, riy;ht to flog ^y body he 's a mind tOi. 

But that ^8 nithers here nor there, uncle ; I want 
your setrious advice^ :ff' ihe^noamnaUme^hfld I better 
accept? SiMMtimes I V half afraid I AottldaHiia- 
dersteind very wdl how to du theJMisiaeas {^^ tor I Jiefer 
had a chance te see any pernor bumfM doii#, only 
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what I seerfilder Hull du in the Sinnet chamber last 
winter. Poor tnan, that makes me think what adme 
he had going home. I wrote to you before that he went 
by water, and that the vessel got trig'd bj an uncon- 
stttutional wind the first day and had to come back 
again. ^Ahd he must have found a good many hard 
trigs after that, for he did n't get home til £d day of 
April. ^ 

Where he was, in, that dreadful storm the 26th of 
Jklarch I have n't heard. But I should think after 
standing the racket ho^id last winter in the leffislater, 
and then this ere storm at sea, he never need toTear apy 
thing on land or ^vater again in this world. 

1 wish you 'd write me what yon think .about my be- 
ing a candidate for Governor,^ and whether, you think I 
could get along with the business. Considerable part 
of the busin^ess I should n't be a mite afraid but what I 
could du ; that is, the turning out and putting in^ I 
know every crook and turn of that business i for I dont 
believe there's a boy in our county^ though I ^y it 
myself, that U turned enU and tied up piore cattit than 
I 'have. And they say a Goyertior has agood deal of 
this §ort of work to dii. 

No more at present from your loving neffu, - 

^ JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER XV. ^ 

Mr. JDouming^s ap/mion t^Hfut Newquqteri. 

^rtland, March 30, 1^0- 

ny last letter to Bphraim, I 
pretty soon something about 
g. As you've been sleek- 
amy years, I suppose you'd 
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like to hair about such kind of things. And I spose I 
might tell yoa aboat a good many other things tu, that 
you don't have tnbch time to know aboat away there; 
and aunt Sallj says I oujght to$ for she says I have a 
ereat many advantages Uving here in Portland, that 
rolks can't have up in the country, and if 1 should 
Write to' some of you o^ice or twice a week, she thinks 
it would be time well spent. So I shall spend part of 
my evenings, aftej: I get niy day's work done, in writ- 
ing letters. I dont Know but'l foi^t to tell you that 
I &d hired out here this summer, i get eight dollars 
a month and board, and have the evenings to myself. 
I go to school three evenings in k week^ and aunt Solly 
savs that she can begin to see that I spell better already. 
The printer of the Courier and the Family Reader, that 
sends my letters /or me, is very kind; he does'nt ask 
any thing tot* sentlir^ my letters, arid he gives me as 
many newspapers asl can get time to rjaad. So i spend 
"5ne evening in the week reading newspapers, ana set 
up pretty late that evening tu. And besides I get a 
chance to read awhile most every morning before the^ 
rest of the folks are wp; for these Portland folks are 
done of yotir starters in the morning. I've known 
my fath^ many a time, before the rhumatiz took the 
poor old gentleman, to mow down an acre of stout 

frass in the morning, and get done b^ that time one 
alf the Portland folks leave x)ff snoring. Sometimes 
I think i better be up in the country tu, ihowing or 
hoeing potatoes, or something else, instead of reading 
newspapers. Its trn^ they are bewitching kind oT 
things, and ^ike well enough to read 'em, but jest be- 
tween you "and me, they are the worst things to bother 
a teljer'^s head about that you ever see. In one of my 
letters you know, I said newspapers were dreadful 
smoky thftiws, and any body couldn't read in 'em half 
an hour without haying their eyes so full of smoke tbej 
couldn't tell a pig-sty from a mteiing-house. 

But I'm thihking after dl they are more like mm 
than smoke. You icnow rum will sometimes set quite 
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peaceable folks together bj thejears, and make them 
^t/arre/l ike Iliad dogs^so do the newspapers. Ruik 
makes folka act very 5i//y-r80 do the newapepers; Rum 
makes folks see double — so tlo the newspapers.' Some« 
times rum^ts folks so they can't see *t all-— so do the 
ftewspapers. Rum, if they tdce tu much of it, makes 
folks sick to the sUmach — so do the newspapears. Rum 
makes folks go rather cr(>oA;e(/, reeling from one side of 
the Tpad to tother — and the newspapers make one half 
the politicians iros^ their path as often as any drunkard 
you ever see. It was tne newspapers, uncle Joshua, 
that made you bet about the Speaker last summer, and 
lose your bushel of corn. Remember that, uncle, and 
dont believe any. thing you see in the papers this sunt- 
mer, unless you see it in the Baily Courier or Fatnily 
Reader | -ano dont you believe them neither if ever you 
see them smoke like the r^st of the papers* 

As 1 was a saying -about my evenings, I spend one 
evenings a week reading that Utfle book called the con- 
4|titution, that kept our legislators quarrelling all win- 
ter. You know I bought one for fourax-handfes; I fend 
I can read it considerable easy, most all of itvwthout 
spelling, and when I get through I shall tell yousome- 
vthing about it 

A queer thought, uncle, has just pppt into my head: 
I guess I should make a capital member pf Congress— 
f«r this letter is just like one of the Congress spejcchea. 
It begun about the town meetings but not a bit of a word 
is there in it from beginning to end about the town meet-^ 
ing, after you get over the text. But I find by, reading 
the papers that when a Congress mm speaks all day 
without touching his subject, he makes, a motion to ad- 
journ, and. goes at it again the next d^. So I believe 
I must say good night to you -bow, and try it again the 
next leisure evening. - . : 

Your loving neffu, , ^ 

., , MCK DOWNINa 
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LETERR XVL . 

The dUtinetion btttotm political parties deecribed. 

Portland, Jane 9, 1830. 

U.NCLE Joshua,— Did you ever see to dogs get to 
quarrelling about one bone? How they will snap and 
snarl about it, especiadij if they are hungry. Some- 
times one will get it into his mouth %iid took it away 
like smoke, and t'other artcr him full ehisel. And 
when he overtakes him they'll have another scratch, and 
drop the bone, and then t'other one '11 get it, and off he 
goes like a shot And sometimes they both get farold 
together, one at one end and one at t'other, and then 
sich a tugging and erowlin you never see. Well now, 
when they act so, they act just like the Portland Argus 
and Portland Advertiser; two great big growlers, they 
are all the time quarrelling about their Bepttblikin, to 
see which will have it If the Advertiser says any 
thing about his republtkin, the Argus snaps at it, and 
says 'tis n't your republikin, its mine, i ou^ no busi- 
ness to be a republikin, you are a Federalist. 

And when the Argus says any thing about his repub- 
likin, the Advertiser flies up, and saj^s, you no business 
to be a republikin, you're a Jacksonite. And so they 
have it up hill and down, bark, bark, and tue, tug, and 
which '11 get the republikin at last I cant tell. Some- 
times they ge^t so majj, seems as though they'll tear eaoh 
other all to pieces, ancr there's forty thousand folks set- 
ting of 'em on and hollering stooboy. Now there was 
n't any need of all this quarrel, for each of 'em had a 
republikin last winter; the Argus had a democratic one, 
and the Advertiser had a national one, and they got 
'em mixed by leaving off the chrissen names. And 1 
guess it would puzzle a Philadelph^ lawyer to tell 'em 
apart without tneir names, for their republikins are as 
much alike as tu peas in a pod. 

The Advertiser never should say republikin alonty 
but national republikin, and the Argus never should 

D 
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say repuMikin alone, bat demoemtk rejmblieaB. And 
then it 9eems as though each one mi^t kaiyvriiis own 
bone, and knaw it without quarrelHttg. 

I thoi^ht, uncle, I'd jest tell you a little about this 
ere business, because I Know you always want to find 
out all the kinks about poUtiks^ 
Your neffu, 

JACfc DOWNING. 

P. S. I doiii^hear any thins yet about the conven- 
tion up there that you promised to make to nominate 
me for Governor. I think it is tifne it was out « for I 
am afraid Mr. Hunton and Mr. Smith will get the start 
of me, if I aint under way soon. 

I. D. 



LETTER XVII. 

Proceedings of (he Great Caucus aJt DowningvUle* 
From the Portland Courier of July 21, 1830. 

icfthe long agony dver,.,oi 

Jliid my Nomination out. 

c 

We delay this paper something beyond the usual hour 
of publication in oroer to Idy before our readei's the im- 
portant intelligence received yesterday from Downing- 
yme,-^This we have been able to ciccomplish, tho' not 
without extraordinary exertions and extra help. But 
the crisis is important, we had almost said appalling, 
and demands of every patriotic citizen of Maine the 
highest sacrifices in his power to make. The important 
proceedings of the grand convention at Downingville 
reached here, by express, yesterday about a quarter be- 
fore S o'clock, P.M. having travelled the whole distance 
notwithstanding the extreme high temperature of the 
weather, at the rate of thirteen and a half miles an hour. 
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Atfd but Ibr an ifnfbrtunate occarrence, it Would un- 
doubtedlr have reached here at least three hours earlier 
Cdpt. Jehu Bowmmgf whd with his characteristic raag- 
nanimitv and patriotism vokinteered to bring the ex- 
press tlie whote waj, having taken a high spinted steed 
for the fimtten miles, was unfortunately thrown to the 
ground in attempting to leap a barrier which lay across 
me road. Two of his ribs were broken by the mil, and 
liis right arm so badlj fractured that it i« feared ampu- 
tation must be resorted to, besides several other severe 
contusions on various parts ef the body. We are happy 
to hear however that Doctor Zachariah Downing, wko 
on hearing the melancholy intelligence very promptly 
repaired to the spot to offer his professional services, 
pronounces the Captain out ot danger, and also that the 
Captain bears his misfortune with his accustomed forti- 
tucle, expressly declaring that the only regret he feels 
on the occasion is the dmy of the express. Here is 
patriotism, adevotedness to the welfare of the country, 
and to genuine democratic republican principles, worthy 
of the dajs of the revolution. 

Lieut. Timothy Downing forwarded the express the 
remainder of the way with th« utmost despatch, having 
run down three horses, one of which died on the road. 
—But we keep our readers too long from the gratifying 
intelligence received. 

Crreat Democratic NcUional Republican Convention. 

Downingville, Monday, July 19, 1830. 

At a large and respectable meeting of the democratic 
national republicans of Downingville and the neighbor- 
idg parts of the state, convened this day at the centre 
scnool house, the meeting was called to order by the 
venerable and silver-haired patriarch, old Mr. Zebedee 
Downing, who had not been out to a political meeting 
before for the last twenty-five years. The venerable ola 
gentleman stated in a rewie^ling remarks the object i)f 
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the meeting^ that he had not meddled with politics since 
tiie dajs of Jefferson: but that know in view o£ the aw- 
ful calamities which threatened to involve our eountrj 
in total ruin, he felt it his dutj the little remaining time 
he mi^ht be spared from the ^ave, to lift up his voice 
and his example before his chiUlren,grand children, and 
great grand children whom he saw gathered around him, 
and encourage them to save the country for which he 
had fought and bled in his younger years. After the 
enthusiastic applause elicited by these remarks, the old 
gentleman called for the Boraination of a chairman, 
and Jo8HX7A Downing, EsquiR^i was unammously called 
to the chair, and Mr. Ephrakn Doummg appointed 
Secre^^ry- 

On motion of Mr. Jacob Downing, voted, that a com- 
mittee of ive be appointed to draft resolutions to lay 
before this meeting Whereupon, Jotham Downing. 
Ichabob Downing, Zenas Downing, Levi Downing,and 
Isaiah Downing, were appointed said committee, aud 
after retiring about five minutes they returned and re^ 
ported the following preamble and resolutions. 

Whereas an awful crisis has arrived in the political 
afl&irs of our country, our public men all having turned 
traitors, and n»solved to ruin the country, and make us 
and our children all slaves forever; and whereas our 
ship of state and our ship of the United States, are botli 
driven with tremendous violence before the fury of the 
political tempest, and are just upon the point of beine 
dashed upon the breakers of |)olitical destruction; and 
whereas, nothing short of the most prompt and vigorous 
exertions of the patriotic democratic national republi- 
cans of this state and of the United States can avert the 
impending danger. 

And whereas, the Jacksonites, and Adamsites, and 
Huntonites^ and SmithiteSi have so multiplied in the 
land, and brought things to such a pass, that our liber- 
ties ar'e unquestionably about to receive their doom for- 
ever: 

Therefore Resolved, that it is the highest and most 
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sacred duty of every patriotie Dtmociifttic Na&nal Re- 
publican in the State, to arouse bintatlf and buckle on 
nis political armour, and make one last^ one mighty ef- 
fort to save the state and the country, and place the 
constitution once more upon a ^afe and firm founda- 
tion. ^ 

Resrived, that the awful crisis of aftairs in this State 
requires a firm devoted patriot, a hi^h-mindedand gifted 
statesman, and a uniform unwavering Democratic Na- ^ 
tional Republican, for chief roa^strate. 

Resolved, that in this awful crisis, we believe the eyps 
of all true patriots are turned upon 

THE HON. JACK DOWNING, 

late of Downingville* but sincre last winter a resident in 
Portland, the capital of the State. 

Resolved, that we have the fullest confidence in the 
talents, integrity, moral worth, tried patriotism, and un* 
wavering and unchangeable sterling Democratic Nation- 
al Republicanism of the Hon, Jack Vowningydnid that his 
election to the office of Governor in September next, and 
nothing else, can save the State from total, unutterable, 
and irretrievable ruin. 

Resolved therefore, that we reeommed .him to the 
electors of this State as a candidate for said office, and 
that we will use all fair and honourable means, aud, if ' 
necessary, will not stick at some a little e^tVhonourable, 
to secure his election. 

Resolved, that we disapprove of personal crimination 
and. re-crimination in political contests, and therefore 
will only say of our opponents, that we think them no 
better than they should be, and that they unquestiona- 
bly mean to destroy the land we live in. 

Resolved, that it be recommended to all the patriotic 
democratic national republicans throughout the State, to 
be up and doing^ to call county meetings, town meet- 
ings, school district meetingSy and village and bar-room 
meetings, and proceed to organise the party as fast as 

D2 
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possible^ b J a^qpomtuig jtaodtng c^nraiittces, a&d c^iirai 
committees^ and eorrespooding committees, and bearen 
- and distributors of handbilU; and in short bj doin^ eve- 
vj tiling that the good of the cause and the ^Ivation of 
the country requires. 

Resolved, conditionally, that in case General Jack- 
son should be likely to be re- elected, we highly and cor- 
dially approre of his administration, and i^ljeve him to 
be secontl to none but Washington^ but in case he should 
* stand no chance of re-election, wfe resolve him to be the 
ignorant tool of a corrupt faction, plotting to destroy the 
liberties of the counti-y. 

Resolved, that the thanks of this convention be pre- 
sented to Miss Abigail Downing for the use of her 
school room this afternoon, she having with a generous 
patriotism dismissed her school for that purpose. 

Resolved, that the proceedings of this convention, 
signed by the chairman and secretary, be published in 
the Poj'iiand Daily Courier^ and the Family ^eed^r, 
the official organs of the Hon. Jack Downing's corres- 
pondence, and any other genuine Democratic National 
Kepnblican papers in the State. 

JOSHUA DOWNING, Chaiemam. 

Attest; Ephraim Downing, Secretary, 

We are assured by LieutenantTimothyDowniiig,with 
whom we had a short interview, that the best spint pre- 
vailed in the convention; not' a dissenting voice was 
heard, and all the resolutions passed unanimously. We 
add an extract or two from private letters. 

From Epkraim Dovmingy to the Hotu Jack Downing. 

" Well, Jack, if you don't acknowledge weVe done 
the thing up in style, you're no gentleman and hot fit for 
Governor. Iwislryou to be very particular to keep the 
Sheriffs office for me.— Father says cousin Jer<emiah 
has thrown out some hints that he shall have the Sheriffs 
Cffice. But butter my ristbands, if you do give itta 
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him yeu'll go out ^ office again next year« that% posi- 
tive. Jere's a clear factionist, you may rel j upon that. 
No, no, stick to your old friends, and they'll stick to ^ 
you. I'm going to start to-morro w morning on an elec- 
tioneering cruise. I shall drum 'em up about right. 
You only keep a stiff upper lip, and you'll come in all 
hollow. " 

Frojn Joshua DowMng^Esqdt> the Hon, Jack Douming, ^ 

*< Dear Jack, things look well here; with proper exer- 
tions I think you may rely upon success. I am in creat 
haste, and write this jest to tell you to be sure and not 
promise a single office to any mortal living, till I see you. 
These things must be managed very prudently, and you 
will stand in need of the counsel of your old uncle. I 
think I could do as much good to the state by being ap- 
pointed Land A^ent, as any way; but V\\ determine 
upon that when I see you. 

N. B. Make no, promises. . 

Your affectionate uncle, 

JOSHUA. 



LETTER XVIIL 

Partieulara and Returns qf the Caucus, 
To the Hon, Jack Howning, Portland, 

Downingville, Monday Eve, September 13, 1880. 

Dear JAOKyr— I have just returned, puffing and blow- 
ing, from town-meeting, and have only time to tell you 
that we gave you a confounded good run here. If your 
friends in the rest ^ the State have done their duty, you 
are elected by an overwhelming majority. The vote in 
thts town for govemopstood as follotws:-^ 
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Hon. Jaok Downing, • 87 

Hon. Samuel E. Smith, 00 

Hon. Jonathan G. Hunton, 00 

Capt. Jehu Downing is elected representative; it was 
thought to be due to him by the party for bis magnani- 
mous exertions in carrying ihit express to Portland at 
the time you were nominated by our grand oonvention. 
In great haste, your uncle, 

JOSHUA DOWNING. 



LETTER XIX. 

Mr. Downing* 8 ingenious scheme to get an office, 

' Portland, Dec. 13, 1830. 

Dear Uncle Joshua: — I am tired of hard work, 
and I mean to have an office some how or other yet 
Its true I and all our family got rather dished in the 
governor business; if I'd only got in, they should every 
soul of 'em had an office, down to the forty-ninth cousin. 
But its no use to cry for spilt milk. I've got another 
plan in my head; I find the United States offices are 
the things to make money in, and if I can get hold of 
a good fat one, you ma;^ appoint a day of thanksgiving 
up there in Downihgville, and throw by your work 
every one of you as long as you live. 

I want you to set me up for member of Congress up 
there, and get me elected as soon as you can, for if I 
can get on to Washington I believe I can work it so as 
to get an office somehow or other. — I want you tp be 
particular to put me up as a Tariff man. I wad agoine 
tp take sides against the tariff' so as to please Ginenu 
Jackson and all his party, for ther deal out the offices 
now a days, and you know they've been mad enough 
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witii the tariff to eat it ap. B«t the Portland Acker-* 
titer has been blowin away lat^y and praising vp the 
tariff and telling what -a me tkin^ tis, and fact^ it fum 
brought the old gineral round. His great Ion? message 
to Goi^ress has just got along here, and the oM gentle- 
man sajs the tariff wants a little mendin, bnt on the 
. whole it's a cnte good thing, and we must n't give it up. 
Your lovin neffu, ' 

JACK DOWNING. 



LETTERaXX. 

Comin N<it*by deuribta the Temperaaetof Dousnmg" 
ville. 

Downingville, Jineiwary, 20, 18S1. 

To Cousin Sarah Downing^ at School doton to Portland, 

I should like to know, cous'm Sarah, if you have heard 
down there to Portland any thing about a temperance bo^ 
ciety. If you have just write and tell me what it means. 
You know father wants to know the meaning of every 
thing,and so I walked tu miles over to the school-master's 
to boity Mr. Walker's ^ctionary to see what it meant; 
and after all I want no wiser than I was afore, for there 
wasn't one word in it about temperance societies, Tother 
day fhther sot in the shop door, wonderinsr if Jack would 
CO to the Congress or not, when a proper great fat red- 
Siced man came in, and opened a long paper with more 
names on it than I could read in a week, ^— and says he, 
Hr«I>owmne,I want you to sine your name to this paper. 
Father took hold of the paper with one hand, and run 
tother lip under his hat, jest as he alwavs does when he 
tnes to think; and, my friend, says he, I dont know aa I 
quite understand what tl»s ere means. Why, says he^ 
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bj putting your name down, jon pronuse not to drink 
«nj rum yourself nor te 1 et any of you r family. My con- 
science, father understood it then, I can tell you, he 
hopped rite out of iiis chair, and I guess the temperance 
man was gone in no time. Well, after lather had time 
to consider a little he b^aa to feel afraid he had n't 
used the man exactly ri^t; for, said he, may be all 
places aint like DowningviUe. I remember reading in 
the newspaper of some places where they drink rum as 
we do water, and get so drufik that they tumble about 
on the ground. And may be the man dia n't know but 
what we drank it here. And if ne was trying to do good 
he was n^ so much to blame after all. Indeed, Sam, 
«aid he, for Mr. Josslyn came in while he was talking, 
. I've been told there are ^hop keepers whoretale rum by 
the half jill, to men who dnnk it at their counters, and 
some can actually bare that enormous quantity ty(o and 
three times in a da^. I never see Sam's eyes so bie, 
Sarah; he look'd as if he wanted to say, that's a whack- 
er, Mr. Downing; and so thinks I, I will write to Sarah, 
and she '11 tell me all about it 

^ Your loving cousin, NABBY. 

P.S. I tried to tell what father said in his own words, 
cause you always like to hear him talk. Sam says 
Sarah dont understand such things; the libry is only fit 
for folks like her and the schoolmaster. A farmer ort 
to stick to his ox bows and ^oard sticks^ And I bdieve 
he's half rite, Sarah, for I dont believe you are so happy 
for trying to no so much; ever since you took to study, 
I see you dont laugh half so hearty as you used to, and 
you look sober three times us often. I 'm afraid you 
will be a spoilt girl for the country, Sarah; you 'd better 
leave your hard words and come up here find sing at 
your wheel all day, churn butter and milk the cows, go 
to slay rides and quiltings, and be as good and happr 
as You used to be. I love you, Sarah, and always shall, 
and I believe Sam would like you a^^vell as he duz me; 
if twant for your leamin. There, I wont say another 
word| for I'm half cryin now. N* 
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LETTER XXI. 

'i/r, Dotoning^s account of the dreadfuiitusle in which 
the Jackaonites in the legislaitire attempt to pour a 
** healing acP^ dovm the Huntonite'i throats. 

Portland, Feb. 4, 1831. 

Dear Unole Joshua.— ^If you got my postscript to 
this better that I sent you yesterday, I spose you wont 
sleep nor eat much till you hear something more about 
it. So I thought I'd try to send you a little 4>it of a let- 
ter to-day. O dear,^ uncle, there 's terrible times here 
again, and I'm half afraid it's agoing to be worse than 
it was last winter. The Legislater 's been all in the 
Mrind this two or three day«, pulling and ImuUng and 
fighting like smoke. The wheels of governments are all 
stopt $ I can say as they are trigged^ as they used to be 
last winter, but they are fairly stopped, because nobod v 
dont pull 'em along ; fer when the members are all pull- 
ing each other's caps, how can they pull the wheels of 
government ? They seemed to get along very well ever 
since they've been here till now, and I thought they most 
all belonged to them are two clever partilvthat tried so 
hard to save the State last winter ; I mean the demo- 
cratic republicans and the national republicans. But 
some how or other this week a quafr^some gang of 
Jacksonites and Huntonite» has got into the Legislater 
and kicked up such a bobbery, it seems as though they'd 
tare the State all to pieces. My heart 's been up in my 
mouth a dozen times for fear the State would go to ruin 
before I could get out of it ; and I've scratched round 
and nicked up what few bean-poles and ax-handles I 
had left, and got all ready to sail to BT>ston, for I'me 
determined iooe off before the State goes to rack. And 
I advise you and all our friends at Downingville to pack 
up as soon as you get this letter, and be all ready as 
soon as you hear f, cracking down this way to fly for 
your lives away back into I^w-Hampshire or Vermont. 



yGoogk 



48 . iBTTRRS OF x 

The trouble as near as I could uaderstand it begun ift 
this way. The Jacksonites said the Huntonites worked 
80 hard kst winter in trjring to trig the wheels of govern* 
inent, and tare the constitution t0pi66e8| that they made 
themseWes^ all sick, dreadful sick, and had n't got well 
yet; and it was time to do something to try to cure 'em ; 
for their sickness was so catching that all the State 
would be taken down with it in a little while, if they 
want cured. , 

But the Huntonites said tiiey want sick a bft I'they 
never was better in their lives; and moreover, it was 
false that they had tried io trig the wheels of govern- 
ment last winter, or tear -a single leaf out of the consti- 
tution ; if any thing of that kind was done, they said 
the Jacksonites did it, and as for taking doctor's stuff 
they'd no notion of it But the Jacksonites said Hwas 
no use, the Huntonites were all sick, and they must take 
some doctor stuff,aDd if they would n't take it willlnglr 
they must be made to take it. So they went to work 
and fixed a dose that they caUed a healing act^ that they 
said would cure all the Huntonites and any body else 
that had catched the sickness of 'em. The Huntoniter 
declared 'twas no use for 'em to fix it, they never would 
take it as long as they lived, that's what they wouldn't; 
they were as well as any body, and they'd fight it out 
till next June before they'd take it. Howsomever, the 
Jacksonites got their dose ready, and yesterday they 
carried it into the House of Representatives and told 
the Huntonites they must tak^ it, and 'twould do 'fern 
good. As soon as the Huntonites^smelt of it, they turn- 
ed up their noses, and said ne, before they'd take that 
are plaguy dirty stuff they'd fight 'em all over the State, 
inch by inch. But the Jacksonites said 'twas no use, 
they might sniff as much as they pleased, it was the 
only thing that would cure 'em, and they must take it, 
and more than dl\ that, they was the strongest and they 
should tsike it. 

Some of the Huntonites looked pal^ as tho' they were 
a little grain frightened, and some of them looked red 
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is though they were mad lis a March hair. And some 
of 'em hegan to talk to the Jacksonites and tell 'em how 
unreasonable it was to make *em take doctor stuff when 
they want sick. Thejf were well now, and like as not 
if they should take it, 'twould make 'em all sick. 
'«> ^le of 'em, that talked like a yerj clever man got up 
and coaxed 'em to ask the Judges of the great Court if 
thej thought there was any need of their taking sich a 
dose, or if it would do 'em any good if they did take it^ 
But the Jacksonites said no, they shouldn't ask no sich 
questions. Tliey understood the business well enough, 
Miey knew the Huntonites were sick, and they knew 
this would cure 'em, and swallow it they should. Well, 
the Huntonites see how 'twas gone goose with 'em, and 
they thought the only chance left was to put their hands 
over their mouths and fight and kick ana scrabble with 
all their might and keep it out. of 4heir throats as long 
as they could. Still they tried to talk and reason with 
the Jacksonites about it. They asked 'em to |et them 
have time to examine the medicine carefully and see 
what it was made of, or that they would tell 'em what 
it was made of, or why they thou^t it would do any 
good to take it. But the Jacksonites said they should 
n't tell 'em any thing about it, it would be * casting 
pearls before swine,' and the good book said they must 
n't do so. 

The men who had fixed the dose knew what they 
were about, they had fixed it right, and the Huntonites 
must open their mouths and take it, and not parley any 
more about it And now the rale tussle and tlie hard 
fight begun. The House seenh^d to be so full of Jack- 
sonites and Huntonites that I gues^ there was n't but 
a few republicans left. And 1 could n't help minding 
that the Jacksonites took tlie seats of the democratic 
republicans, and the Huntonites took the seats of the 
national republicans. Well, the Jacksonites took the 
dose m one hand, and grab'd the Huntonites with the 
other^ and tipped their heads back^ and were jest agoing 
to pour it aown th^ir throats, when the Huntonites 
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Mched a spring and kicked it awar to the foorth dar 
of April. Hut the Jacksonites run after it and got it 
back again in abotit half an hour, and clinched 'em 
again, and got all ready to pour it dovrn ; bat jest aa* 
thej got it almost to their lips, the Hontonites fetched 
another spring and kicked it away to the fotvr^of 
March. Away went the Jacksonites after it again, and 
brought ic back, and clinched the Huntunitea in the 
same manner as before, and they kicked it away again, 
bat they didnH kick this time quite to the end of 
Febmary. 

So they kept it agoing all the forenoon, but every 
time the Huntonites kick'd the bitter dose away, it 
didn't go so far as it did the last tiiue before. I spose 
they beeun to grow tired and could n't kick so hard. 
Well, then they tried to adjourn so as to get some din- 
ner, but the Jacksonites would n't let 'em« .And tiiey 
kept 'em there till four o'clock in the afternoon without 
any dinner, and I dont know but they thought the Hun- 
tonites would g|et so hungry after a while that they 
would swallow it down without much fuss. But it all 
would n't do, the nearer it come to 'em, Uie tighter the 
Huntonites gritted their teeth together, and I ^ess 
they'd a starved before they would take it* Well after 
the Jacksonites had tried nearly twenty times to pour 
down the bitter dose, and the Huntonites had kicked it 
away as many time.s, both parties seemed to be nearly 
tired out, and so they finally agreed to adjourn till nine 
o'clock this morning' I thought the Huntonites, if they 
once got out, would cut and run home and get clear of 
the plaguy stuff. But instead oC ^hat they all come in 
again this morning, and they've been at it again all day, 
Mmmer and tongs, the Jacksonites trying; to pour it 
down, and the Huntonites fighting against it, tooth and 
nail. 

How it '11 come out I cant tell. Whether the^State 
will be ruined if they dqnt take it, I cant teU 5 or whe- 
ther it will odre them: if they do take.it, I can't teU. 
But I can assure yon, dear unclci there's a greater fuss 
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here, than there wa3 when the little boj »aid he mm tnd 
jumped over a fence and tore his trowses as if the hea* 
vens and earth were Cyoniing to pieces. If we live 
throu^ it, I shall let j^ou know something more about it. 
.Your lovin neSuy 

JACK DOWNINp. 



LETTER XXIL 

dn account of fke mflnner in which the ^^ heating acV^ 
was crammed down the Bimtonites^ throats, 

Portland, Saturday, March 5, 1831. 

Dkar Uncle Joshua, — I aiat dead, but I spose jou 
begin to feel kind of uneasy about me, bein I have n't 
writ home^o long. Well, 1*11 tell you 'twas} I've had 
this ere cold and one thing or another, so bad, I didn't 
teei hardly smart enoudi to write. And besides I got 
90 akeer'd that night the Jacksonites poured their doc* 
tor stuffy what they call the healing plaster down the 
throates of the Huntonites, that I did n't dare to go 
nigh 'em again for a good while for fear they'd pour 
s6me of their pesky stuff down my throat. But I'am 
sorry I did n't write afore, for I've let it alone so long 
now, tiiat my wprk ha$ got desputly behindhand. Whei^ 
I writ to you before, the Jacksonites were holding the 
Huntonites by the. hair of the head with one hand and 
trying to cram the healing plaster dowr their throats 
with 'tother^ and the HMntoHites were kicking and 
scrambling, and erittiug their teeth together with all 
their might, and doubling up their fists and stamping, 
and declaring up hill and down^ that they would never 
take it And they were s^ obstropulous about it for a 
while* I did n't know as they ever would s^vallow it* 
But the Jacksonites were the stoutest^ and held on to 
^em like a doglo a root, and kept 'em there all die day 
and all tbi^ evening till about. midnighti and then the 
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poor Hantonites seemed to be a most dragged out I 
tairlir pitied 'em. Along in the first of itthej threat- 
ened pretty stoutlj, and declared by every thing that's 
black and blue, if they had to take this dirty dose and 
should happen to be strongest next year, they'd make 
the Jacksonites take a dose worth two of this. But all 
the threatening did n't do any good; and then they felt 
to begging and coaxing, and that did n't do any good 
nother. The Jacksonites said they should not only 
take it, but they should take it that night before they 
slept. At last they ^t their hands and feet tied, and 
kept bringin itup altttle nearer and little nearer to 
their inouths, and the Huntonites got so they could n't 
do nothing but spit. But the Jacksonites did n't mind 
the spitting, for you know it is n't for the doctor to 
stand about being spit upon a little, when he's giving 
medicine. Just l^fore the last ont, the poor Huntonites 
rolled their eyes dreadfully, and I believe some on 'em 
lost their senses a little; one of 'em took a notion that 
they were going to make him swallow a whole live goose, 
fe'athers and all, and he begged of 'em, if they would 
n't take out the gizzard and t'other inside things, that 
they'd jest pull out the pin feathers, so that it would 
n*t scratch nis throat g(Mng down* But they did n't 
pay no attention to nim, and just before the clock 
struck twelve they grabbed 'em by the throat, and pried 
their mouths open, and poured it in. The Huntonites 
guggled a little, but they had to swallow it A day or 
two afterwards they made some of the Sinneters take 
it in the same way. They had a considerable tussle for 
ite so bad as they had in the House. 
;ht this healing dose would make the Hun* 
and some tnought it would make 'em 
watch'd 'em ever since they took it when- 
to go near the Legislater, and I can't see 
on in 'm. Butthat, or something else, has 
monstrous dust amongst other folks all 
rid amqst I've been looking over the 
little, and I never see the world in such a 
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terriMe hvUmb before in all oij life; Every body 
eetfltf to be ninniiig mad, and jest ready to eat each 
other iip» There's Russia snappiog her teeth li|ce a 

great bear» asd is jost agoing to eat up the Poles, I 
on't mean Ephraim'a bean poles, but all the folks that 
live in Folandi net that are Poland up there where Mr. 
Dunn Irres, >ut that great Poland over alongside of 
Russia. And there's the Dutch trying to eat up Hoi* 
land, and the Belgians are trying to eat up the Uutcbf 
and ther's * five ereat powers' trying to pour a healing 
dose down the throat of the king of the Netherlands, 
and there's .Mr. O'Connell trying to make tl^ king of 
England and Parliament ,take a healing dose« and 
there's Ireland jest ready to eat up Mr. O'Connell, and 
all the kings of Europe are trying to eat up the peo- 
ple, and the people are all trying to eat up the kings. . 

And our great folks in this country too, away off there 
to Washington, have got into such a snarl, I guess it 
would puzzle a Philadelphy lawyer to get 'em out of it 
There's the President and Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Van 
Buren and the two great republican papers, and half a 
dozen more of 'em, all togetlier by the ears 5 but which 
of 'em will eat up the rest 1 don't know. I have heard 
a good many guess that Mr. Van Buren would eat up 
the whole toat of 'em| for they say although he is a smaU 
man, there isn't another n^^n iu the country, tht can 
eat his way through a political pudding so slick as he 
can. These are dreaaful times, uncle; I don't knofr 
wW 'II become of the world, if I dont get an office 
pretty soon. 

It seems to me there must be something out of the 
way* to make so much confusion in the world; and I 
hope the L^slater before they adjourn will pass a ge<- 
neral healing act to cure all these diflScuIties. liiey 've 
been talkii^ about passing a healing act to cure our 
State House up to Augusta, for t\)ey say its two small? 
and they intend to bring it duwn here to Portland to 
cure it. But I guees it '11 give 'em a pull, for they say 
the Kennebeckers are master fellers to hold on. 

E2 
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They had a kind di fliMteratioa here to-day in the 
L^islater. The Speaker 's cleared out* and left 'em, 
becauae the Garemor said he'd taken his turn sitting in 
^e Chair long enough, and he mast go and stt on the 
^mcA awhile now. And then they went to work and 
chose that good natnred inan from Monmouth for Speak- 
er I meant to a told you about them are two great 
meetings they 'ye had here to make Goyemors and Pre- 
sidents and one Aiag another: but I hayen't time to- 
da^. 

One of 'm made Mr. Smith Goyernor for next year 
and Gineral Jackson President; and t'other made Mr* 
Sprague governor, and kind of put Mr. Clay a brew- 
ing for President 

If you think its best for me to run again for goyernor 
another year I wish you'd call our friends together up 
there and haye^ me nominated, for there's nothing like 
starting in season in these matters. 
Your loying neffii, 

JACK DOWNING. 



: . LETTER XXIIL 
Mr. Downing^ Poetical dream. 

Portland) Saturday, April S, 1831. 

Dear Cousin Nabby, — ^I dont hardly know whether 
to send this letter to you, or uncle Joshua^ 'You know 
1 always send all the the politics and Legislaters to un- 
cle; but this ere one's most all poetry, and -they say 
that stuflf belongs to the ladies. So' I belieye on the 
whok I shall send it to you, Dont you be skeer'd now 
because I 've made some poetry, for I dont think it '11 
hurt me} I dont feel crazy for nothing. But I'll just 
tell you how it happened. Last night I was in the Le-. 
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gislater andtKeysotonttoHiake a law ttf tax old ba* 
chelors. They tried pretty hard te make it, and I 
tiiought one spell they 'd set it. I felt kind of bad dftoni 
it because I knew it would bear so hard upon couim 
Obediah. Well^ I went home and went to bed, and I 
dont know what the matter w&s, but I had a kind of a 

aueer night of it; and when I got up in the mormnc 
lere was a soft sort of sickish stuff kept running on 
of my tongue, jest like astrtam of'duitk. Pray tell 
me what you think of it: here it is. 

I dreamed a dream in the midst of toy slumbers^ 

And, as fast as I dream'd, it was coined into numbers, 

My thoughts ran along in such beautiful metre, 

Famsure I ne'er saw any poetry sweeter. 

It seem*d that a law had been recenUy made, 

That a ta;K on old bachelors' pates should be laid. 

And in order to make them all willing to marry« 

The tax was as large as a man could wdl wrry. 

The Bachelors grumbled, and said % were no use, 

'T was cruel injustice and horrid abuse, 

And declared that to save their own heart's blood from spilling, 

Of such a ?ile tax they would ne'er pay a shilling. 

But the Rulers determined their scheme to pursue. 

So tbey set all the bachelors up at vendue. 

A crier was sent thro' the town to and firo. 

To rtjittle bis bell, and bis trumpet to blow, 

And to bawl put at all he might meet in the way, 

" Ho ! forty old bachelors sold here to day," 

And presently all the <M maids in tiie town, 

Each one in her vei^ best bonnet and gown, 

From thirty to aixtj^ &ir, plain, red and pale. 

Of every description, all flocked to tbe sale. 

The auctioneer then in his labors began. 

And called out aloud, as he held up a man, ] 

'* How much for a bachelor 1 who wants to buy 1" 

In a twink every maid|p responded^— ^ I — ^L" 
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The badielon mil were tdd off ki^m trioe ; 
And forty old maideoB, som^ younger* some older* 
Each lugged an dd bacbdor home on her shoulder. 

JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER XXIV. 

7%6 hlowt^i^ Frerideni JackionU Jbrtt CMnd pui9 
a new kinkinto Mr. Doummg^t huul^ and the ruuli. 

' Portland, April 26, 1831 . 

Dear Uhole ^osbua, — ^I'm in considerable of a 
kind ot a flasteration to^j, because I've got a new 
sceme in my head. New ideas, ^pu know, are always 
apt to give ine the agitations a little ; so yoii mustn't 
wonder if my letter this time does have some rather 
odd things in it I don't know when I've had such' a 
great scheme in my head afore. But you know I was 
always determined to make something in the ^orld, 
and if my friends 'II only j6st stick by me, I shall make 
common folks stare yet ' Some thought it was a pretty 
bold push my try ine to get in tabe governor last year ; 
and some have laughed at me, and said I come out at 
the little end of the horn about it, and that I'd better 
staid up to Downingville and hoed potatoes^ than to be 
fiships about for an office and not get any more votes 
than I did. But they cant see through a millstone so 
fur as I can. Altbo' I didn't get in to be governor, its 
made me known in tHe world, and made considerable 
of a gr^at man of me, so that I shall stand a much bet- 
ter chance to get an office if I try again. But I must 
make haste and tell you what I am at for I am in a 
great hurry. I guess you'll stare when I tell yoir the 
next letter you'll get from me wIN be dated at Wash* 
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ingion, or else somewhere on the road between here 
ara there. 

O9 uncle, we have had some ^reat news here from 
Washington $ every body's up m arms about it, and 
can-t hiutily tell what to think of it They say the 
President's four great Secretaries have all resigned ; 
only think of that, uncle. And they say their sdaries 
were six thousand dollars a^ycar^ only jest think of 
that, uncle. Six thousand dollars a year. Why, a 
governor's salary is a fool to it On the whole, I'm 
sladi didn't get the governor's office. I shall start for 
Washington to-morrow morning ^ or I don't know but 
I shall start to-night, if I can get ready, and travel all 
night. Its best to be in season in such things, and I 
shall have to go rathler slow, for I've got pretty consid- 
erable short of money, and expect I shall have to foot 
it part way. I shall get there in about a fortnight, and 
I'm in hopes to be in season to get one of them are 
offices, i think it's the duty of all true republicans tliat 
have the good of the country at heart, to tate hold and 
help the President along in these trying difficulties. — 
For my part, I am perfectlv willine to take one of the 
offices, and I hope some other ^od men will come ridit 
forward and take the others* What a shame 'twas that 
tiiem are Secretaries should all clear out, and leave the 
poor old General to do all the work alone. Why, un- 
cle, they'd no more patriotism than your old boss. 

But I must n't stop to parley about it now; what I 
want to say is, I wishyoutownte a recommendation to 
the President for me to have one of his offices, and go 
round as quick as you can and ^ all our friends at 
Downingvule to sign it, and send it on to Washin^on 
as fast as possible; for it would be no more than right 
that I should show the President" some kind of recom- 
mendation before he gives me the office. I want you 
to tell the President that I've always been one of his 
strongest friends; and you know I always have spoke 
well of him, and in fact he is the best President we ever 
had. It mi^t be well for ^pu to quote this last sen« 
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tence as an * extract from a letter of the H<m« Jack 
Downing.' It would give the President some confi- 
dence in mj friemfehip, and th^^ Hon*' would conTtnee 
him that I am a man of 8om<v standing in the State. 

Now jou keep up a good heart, uncle $ jou have al- 
ways had to delve hard all jour days up there on the 
old farm, and you've done consideraole to boost me up 
into an office, arid if I get hold of these six thouand 
dollars a year, you shall have a elice out of it that wiil 
make your old heels felt light agdn. I haven't named 
it to a single soul here except cousin Sally, and I want 
it to be kept a profound secret till I get the office, so as 
to make them are chaps- that have been a sneering at 
me tiere, stare like an owl in a thunder shower. And, 
besides, if it should leak out that I iifas goin^^ I'm afraid 
somebody else might get the start of me, for there are 
always enough that have their mouth open when it 
rains such rich porrage. But it's like as net, the news- 
papers '11 blab, it out before I get halfway there. And 
you needn't think strange, if you see some of the Bos- 
ton or New York papers in a few days saying, , «Ti|e 
Hon. Jack Downing passed through this city yesterday, 
pa his way to Washington. It is rumoured, that he is 
to be called upon to fill one of the vacant offices. '-— 
But I must stop, for it is time I was picking up my duds 
for a start Sally has been darning m|y stockings all 
the morning. LK>ve to Aunt and Coasm^ Nabby, and 
all of 'em* Good by. 

Your loving neflb^ 

JACK DOWNING- 
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LETTER XXV. 

Mt. Dotoningmhia way to assist Jackiorij at PFashing' 
ton, stops at Boston — his conversion witn the Bos* 
ion Editors* . 

City of >f ew York, May 4, 1 831 . 

Dear Uncle Joshua, — »I have got so fur at last, and 
a pretty hard run IVe had of it to get here, I can tell 
ye. This running after offices is pretty tuff work for 
poor folks. Sometimes 1 think there aint much profit 
m it after all, any more than there is in buying lottery 
tickets, where you pay a doUai and sometitaes get four 
' shillings back, and sometimes nothing. Howsomever 1 
dont mean to be discouraged yet, for if I should give out 
now and eo back again, them are sassy chaps in Port- 
land would laff at me worse than they did afore. — 
What makes me feel kind of down hearted about it, is 
because Pve seen in the newspapers that tu of them are 

food offices at Washington are goiie aready. One Mr. 
jivingston 's got one of 'em, and Mr. Woodbury that 
liyes up in New Hampshire '» got tother, and I'm con- 
siderable afraid the others will be gone before I get 
there. 

I want you to be jsure^and get my recommendation 
into the post office as soon as you can, so it may get 
there as soon as I do. It's a weeic to-day since I started 
from Portland, and if I have good luck* I'm in hopes to 
get there in about a week more. Any how, I shall 
worry along as fast as I can. I have to foot it more 
than three-quarters of the way, because the stage folks 
ask so miTch to ride, and my money's pretty near gone. 
But if I can only jest get there before the offices are 
gone I think I shall ^et one of 'em, for I got a good 
string of recommendations in Boston as 1 come along. 
I never thought of getting any recommendations of 
strangers, till a man I was travelling with, kind of talk- 
ed round and round, and found out what I was after. 
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And then says he, if joa want to^ make out, you must 
get the newspaper folks to give you a lift, for they 
mam^e these matters. And he told me I better get 
some of the Boston Editor^ to recommend me, or it 
would be no use for me to go. 

I thought the man was more than half right, so when 
I got into Boston I called round to see the editors. — 
They all seemed very glad to see me, when I told 'em 
who I was; and I never see a better set of irue republi- 
cans any where in the State of Maine. And when I 
told 'em that I was always a true republican, and my 
father and grand father were republicans before me^ 
they all talked so cleaver about patriotism, and our re- 
publican institutions, and the good of the people, that I 
could n't help thinking it was a plaguy sUame there 
should be any such wicked parties as Federalists, or 
Huntonites, or Jacksonites, to try to tare the country 
to pieces and plague the republicans so. 

This dont include President Jackson. He is n't a 
Jacksonite, you know; he 's a true republican as there is 
in Downingville. I had a talk with the Boston Patriot 
man first. He said he would give me a recommendation 
with a good deal of pleasure; and when I got my office 
at Washington I must stick to the good old republican 
cause like wax; and if all true republicans were only 
faithful to the country, Henry Clay, the republican can- 
didate, will come in all hollow. 

He'll be next President, sa^s he, jest as sure as your 
name is Jack Downing. Then I went to see the editor 
of the Boston Gazette. He said h^ certainly should be 
very happy Jo give me a reconimendation^ and he 
trusted when I got to Washington where I should have 
considerable influence, I should look well to the inter- 
ests of the republican party. He said there was an 
immense «ight of intrigue and underhand work goii^ 
on by the enemies of the country to ruin Mr. Calhoun, 
the republican candidate for President. But he said 
they would'nt make out; Mr. Calhoun had found out 
their trickS) and the republicans of old Virginny and 
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South Cdrolina were aiil up in armt about it, amd if we t 
republicans of the nortliera states w^uld only take hold 
and fight for the good traqse, Mr.Caihoan would be elec- 
ted as true as the sun will rise to-morrow. 

The next I went to see was the editor of the Bostoa 
Statesman He seemed -to be a little shy of me at first* 
and was afraid I want a true republican $ and wanted to 
know if I did n't run against Governor Smith last year 
down there in Maine. I told him I had seen Governor - 
Smith a number of times in Portland, but I was sure I 
nevw run against him in my life, and did n*t think I 
ever came within $ rod of him. Well he wanted to 
know if I was nH a candidate. for Governor in opposifion 
to Mr. Smith. I to^d him no, I was a candidate on the 
same side. Was n't you, said he, looking mighty sharf 
at me, tvaa W you onet^ the federal candidates fir gov- 
emqr? My stars, uncle Joshua, I never felt my hair 
cSUrl quicker than it did then. My hand kind of draw'd 
back and my fiiLgprs clinched as if I was jestagoing to 
up fist and knotfhim down To think that he should 
charge me with being a federal candidate it was too 
much for flesh and blood to bear. But I cooled down 
as quick as I couldt for fear it might hurt me about 
getting my office. I told him I never was a federal can- 
didate, and there never was a drop of federal blood in 
«me$ and I would run from a federalist if \ should meet 
one as quick as I would from poUon* That's rights says 
he, I like that, that's good stuff, and hecatched hold of 
my hand &nd givi» it sud^ a shake^ i did n't know bui 
he'd a pull'd it oft*. . 

He said, he would give me the best recommendation 
he could write, and when I got to Washington I must 
stick to the old Gineral like the tooth ach, for the fed- 
eralists were intriguing dreadfully to root him out of 
his office and upset the republican party. If the repub- 
licans could only be kept together, he said President 
Jackbon, the republican candidate, could be elected as 
easy asti cat could lick her ear; but if we suffisred our- 
^Ives to be divided it would be gone goose with U8,and 

F 
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the ebuntiy would be riiined. 9o you must «tick to the 
re-election of Gineral Jackson, said Be, di alt£vtnt8}Sind 
then he kind of whispered in my ear, iiad sayd he, in 
case any thing should happenyif Gineral Jackson should 
be sick or any thine^ you must remember that Mr»^ Van 
Buren is the repubkcan cdndiddte. 

I told him he never need to fear tne^ I should stick 
to-the republican party thro' thick aad thin. So J took 
my f*eeiommendatipn «A& trudged alons. Itiavn^t time 
to-day to tell you how I got along with the rest of the 
editors, and a thousand other things that I met wi^ 
alon^ hj the way, and all the fine things in^ this great ^ ^ 
city, and so' on. Bat I 8hal^ write to you agdn soon; 

Your loving neiFu,/ - 
f JACK DOWNING. 

nUnckJoshuaDotmingjDdimirigville^State of Maine. 



LBTTEK XXVi. 

His visi^ta Mayor Noc^^An Nem Yorkj when He drmi- 
ed there. 

Washington City, May^SO,. 1831. 

To the Portland Courier, if it ever gets there, away "down 
east in the State of Maiue, to .be sent to Uncle Joshua 
Downing, u]^ inDo^ningville, With care and speed. 

Dear Uncl^ Josh,— I've got here at last, to this 
great city where they make offices, and I'm determined 
not to leaye it till J get one.v It is n h aich a great city 
aftei all as New York, though they do a great deal more 
business here thftn they do at New York. I dont mean 
vessel businesa and trade, for there's no end to that in 
New York, but in making offices and sich ,like; and 
they say it;s the most profitable bnsiness mthe country. 
If a man can get hold of a.prttty good office^ he. can 
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^t rich enoijgh bj it ki three 6r four jrearS) and not 
have to work very hard neither. I tell jou what, uncle, 
if I make out to my uiiod here, I shall come back again 
one.of these days in a rather guess way than wMt I 
come oa, I dont have to foot it again lUL warrant you, 
and guess poor cousin Sally wont have to set up all 
night to mend my coat and darn my stockingis. You'll 
s^me coming dressed.up like a lawyer, with a fine car- 
riage and three or four hosscs.; And then them are 
chaps in Portland that used to laugh at me so about be- 
ing Govemoft may sneeze at me if they dare to, and if 
they dont keep out of ray. way I'll ride right over 'em» 
I had a pretty tuff time coming on here. Its a long tire- 
some road , through the Jar^ys. I had to stop twice 
to:get my ^mes tspt, and once to get an old lady to sow 
up a rip in my coat while I chopped wood for her at the 
doQr to pay for it But I shant mind all the hard work 
I've had of it, if I can make outto come|iome rich. 

I got a pretty good boost in Boston, as 1 writ you in 
my last, bj the editors eivin^ me recommendations.—^ 
But it was nothing at alf hardly to what I got in New 
York, for they gave me a public dinner^ there. I cant 
think what's the matter that it hasn't been published 
yet. Major Noah promised me he'd have it all put into 
the New York Courier and Enquirer the very next day 
after I left New York, so that it should get to Wash- 
ington as sooaas I did; and now Pve been here about 
a week and it hasn't come yet. If it does'nt come soon, 
I shall write an account of the dinner myself, and send 
it home and get it put in the Portland Courier. It 
was a most capital dinner, uiH^le; I dont know as I ever 
eat heartier in my life, for bei^g pretty short of money 
I had pinched rather close a day or two, aiid to tell tlie 
truth I was as hungry as a bear. We had toasts and 
speeches and a great many good things^ I dont mean 
sich toast as they put butter ofttoeat, but toast tu drink. 
And they dont exactly drifik ^em neither; but they 
drink the pench and speak the toasts. , 

t cant think Major Noah meant to deceive me about 
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publishing the proceedings of the dhiiter^ for he ap- 
peared to be a verj clever man, th<wgh he was the fun- 
niest chap that ever I see* There was n't a man in New- 
York that befriended me more than he did; and he 
talked to me very caBdidlj, ^nd advised me all atjout 
how to get an office. la the first place, says he* Mi*. 
DowDing, you cant get any kind of an office at Wash- 
ington, unless you ar© a true blue ginuin democratic 
republican. I told him I had recommendations coming 
to pro^e that I was all that. They are. very strict, 
says he, in regard to that at Washington. If James 
Madison should apply for an office at Washington, says ' 
he, he could ti't getit What, says I, him that nv^as 
President! for it kind of startled me a little if such an 
old republican as he was could n't get an office. Ifs 
true, says he, if James Madision should apply for an of- 
fice he could n't get it- — ^Why not, says I? Because, 
says he, he has turned feckrmisL lt*s melancholy to 
think, says he, how many good old republicans at the 
South are turning federalists lately. Hesatdhe'was 
afraid there was n't more than one true ginuin old 
democratic repubKcan left in Virglnny^ ana that was 
old Mr. Ritchie of the Richmond Enquirer; and even 
he seenied to be a little wavering since Mr. Calhoun 
, and some others had gone over. 

Well there's 'Mr. Glay, says 1, of Kentucky, I dont 
think he'll ever flinch from the republican catise. Hen- 
ry Clay, says he, turning up his pose, why he ^sl)een « 
federalist this six years. No, no, Mr. Dowtiing, if you 
think of going that gate, you may as ^ell turn about and 
go home again belore you go' any further. What gate, 
says I ? Why to join the clay party, says he. I told 
him I never had sich a. thought in my life jl always be- 
longed to the republican party, and always ment to. 
He looked rather good natured again when he heard 
that; and says, he, do you know whit the true republi- 
can doctrine is ? I ^old him I had always had some 
kind of an idea of it, but 1 did n'tknow ^s I could ex- 
plain it eiactly.\ Wdl, says he, I'll tell you; it is to 
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support Generil Jackson for re-eleetion, throng thick 
and thin. That is the only thing thnt will save the 
country from ruin. And if Greneral Jackson should be 
unwell or mj thing jest before election, so he could not 
be a candi^at^ the true republican doctrine is to sup- 
port Mr. Van Buren. I told him« very well, he might 
depend upon my sacking to the repubticaji party, all 
weathers. Upon that he set down and wrote me a re- 
commendation to the President for an office, and it al- 
most made me blush to see what a master substantial 
ginnin republican he made me. I had a number more 
cajHtai recommendations at New York, but I hav nt 
time to tell you -about them in this letter. Some were 
to Mr. Clay, and some to Mr. Van Buren, and some to 
Mr. Calhoun. I took 'em all, for I thou^ it was kind 
of uncertain whose hands I might fell into hereafter, 
and it mig^t be well enough to have two or three strings 
to my bow. 

1 hav n'tcalled on the President ye^ t*tipugh I've been 
here about a weefe*^ My clothes had got ^ "shabby, I 
thought I better hire out a fi^w days and ^t slicked up 
a litne. Three of the offices that I com^ after are gone 
!sHck enough, and the other one's been given away to a 
Mr. White, 1iut he would n't take it| so I 'm in hopes 1 
shall be able to get it And if I dontget that, there^s 
some chance for me to get in to be Vice President, for 
they had a sreat Jackson meeting here 'tother day, and 
they kicked Mr* Calhoun right out doors, and said they 
would n't have him for Vice President no longer. Now 
soirnesay they think I shall get it, and some think Mr. 
Van Buren '11 get it. 

Howsomever, I feel pretty safe, for Maj. Noah toM 
me if I could n't get liny^thing else, the President could 
easily make a foreign mission for me. I shall call on 
the good old Gineral in two or three days and find out 
what my luck is, and then L«hali let you know. Give 
my love to ant and cousin Nabby, and all of 'em. It 
inakes me feel kind of bad when I think how fur I'v^ 
got from home. Yonrlovteeneffii, 

iACK DOWNING. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

He arrives at Ifashingtim — strips up his sleeves-^^e- 
fends Mr. Ingham on the front steps of his door 

- during the after-ctap that followed the eipplosion 
of the CMnet. 

Washington Citj, June 21, 1831. 

To the Portland Courier again away down there in the Stale 
of Maine, to be sent to Uncle Joshua Downing, op in 
Dowpingville, or close to Cousin Nabby, it is n t much 
matter which, being thai some oi it-is about the ladies. 

Dear Ukcle Josh. — It^s pretty trying times here. 

They carry on so like the ola sqnoker, I dont hardly 

know what to make of it If I had nt said I would n't 

leave Washington till I got an office, I dpnt know but 

I should come back to D^wningville and go to planting 

potatoes. Them are Huntonites and JacKspnites down 

there in Maine last winter were pretty clever sort of 

folks to what these cliaps are here. Cause down there 

ever so mad^ they did n't do nothing but 

V one another^ but here if |f6y body does n't 

n, fact they Ml up and shoot him in a minute. 

link getting an office was such dangerous 

siness, or I dont know as I should have triedl 

>mever,. it's neck or nothing with me now» 

do something to try to get some money here, 

as lievcs die as to undertake to foot it away 

clear to the State of Maine. And as the 

to go armed here, I want vou to ^put my old 

ce mto the stage and send it on here as quick 

. I hope you'irbeas quick as you can about 

if. for if I get an office I shant dare to take it till I^t 

my gun. They come pretty near having a shooting 

scrape here yesterday. The Telegraph paper said some* 

thing about Mr. Eaton's wife. It was nothing that I 

should tliink they need to make such afussabouti it 

only said that some ot the ladies here refused to visit 
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hen But some how or other it made Mr. Eaton as mad 
as a March hair. He declared l\e'd %ht somebody, he 
did n't care who. 

The first man he happened to come at "'as Mr. Ing- 
ham. So he ^jared Mr. Ingham out to fight. Not to 
box, as they, do sometimes up in DowningviUe, but to 
stand and shoot at each other. But ]y|r. Ingham 
would n't touch to, and toFd him he was crazy. Fhat 
made^ Mr. Baton ten times rtibre mad than he was be- 
f6te; and he declared he'd flog him any how, whether 
he was willing or not. So he got a gang of gentlemen 
yesterday to go with him to the Treasury oSce where 
Mr. Ingham does his writing, and waited there and in 
agrog ,3iop dose by as much as two hours for a chance 
to catch him and give it to him. Mr. Ingham was out 
a visiting in the^city, and when he got home his folks 
told him what was going on, and begged him not to go 
to the office for he would certj^inly be killed. Poh, 
says he, do you think I'm afraid of them are blustering 
chaps? There's more smoke than ftre there, lean tell 
^•e; give me my pistols, it is time for me to go to the 
office. Some of the ladies cried, and some almost 
fainted away., But he pacified 'em as well as he could, 
and then set out for theoffice, and three or four men 
went withhim^and I guess they i^arried something un- 
der their arms that would make daylight shine through 
a feller pretty quick. And I guess the gang of gen- 
tlemen waiting for him besun to smell a rat, for they 
cleared out pi^etty soon and never touched him. JBut 
their courage came again in the evening, and this same 
gang of gentlemen turned out to Mr. Ingham's house, 
and threa'ened to burst the doors open and drag him 
out by the hair of the head and skin him alive. I 
thought this was carrying the ioke rather too far, so I 
tho't I'd put in my oarj for when I see any body run 
too har<l I cant help taking their part. 

So I stepped on to Mr. Ingham's front door steps, 
and threw my hat down, and rolled up my sleeves, and 
•pit on my hands; and by that time the chaps began to 
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atare mt tne a Kttle. And now, iajs I, Major Eaton, 
this is qake too bad. A man's, hoase is his castle^ 
Here's Mr. Ingham in hb house as peaceable as a 
lamb; he is n't a meddling witli nobod j^ and you need 
n't think to drag him otit here to-night, I t^n tell jre* 
If jou really want to take a bit of a box, just throw 
awaj your powder and ball, and here's the boy for you* 
I'll take a fist or two with you and glad of the chance* 
You impudent scoundrel, say&.he, who are you? what 
business is it to you what I done? CleHront, or I'll 
send you where'you ought to be long ago. Well, then, 
you'll seiid me into some good office, says I, for there's 
where I ought to have been more than two years ago. 
Well, says he, clear out, a^d up he come blustering 
along towards the steps. But I jest put my foot down, 
and doubled my fist, and now, says 1, - Major Eaton, 
it wont be healthy for you to come on to these steps to- 
night. 

Says he, I'm going throogh that door whether or no. 
Saysli you dont go through this door to-night, without 
you pass over the dead body of Jtuk Downing of the 
State of Maine- My stars, when they heard that, they 
dropt their heads as auick as though they bad been cut 
oft', for they did n*t know who I was before. Major 
Eaton and the whole gang of gentlemen with him turn- 
ed right about and marched away a^ still a pack of 
whipped pup|iies. They were afraid 1 should have 'em 
all up before the President to-day, and have 'em, turned 
out of office; for it's got whispered round the city that 
the President sets a great deal by roe, and that I have 
a good deal of influence with him. 

This moruinff Mr. Ingham started for Philadelphy. 
Before he left, he thanked me a thousand times for de- 
fending his house so weU last night, and he wrote a let- 
ter to the PresidenS telling him all about the scrape. I 
went a piece with him to see him safe out of th^ city 
on the great ^oad towards Baltimore, 

About my prospects for ah office, I cant tell you yet 
how I shall come out I've been in to see 4he President 
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a number of limes, and he talks very faTorable. I 
U&ve some chance to get ia to be Secretary of War, if 
old Juds;e White dont take it| and if I dont get that 
the President says he '11 do^the best he can for me. 

I never bad to be so stript a republican before in my 
life as I've had to be since Pve been here in order ta - 
get the right side of the President. I'll tell you some- ..; 
thing abo^t it in my next, and about my visits to the '' 
President, and a good many other famous things here. 

P. S. Be sure and send the old ^un as soon as pos- 
sible. Your loving neffu,- 

JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER XXVIII. 

Mr. Downing made Captain in the United States armyr 
with orders to go to Madaitmskaj and protect the in- 
habitants*. 

Washington City, the SOth day ot Oct 1831. 

To the Portland Courier away down in the State of Maine, to 
be sent to Uncle Joshua Downingr up in Dbwningville, this 
with care and speed, and dont let any body see it 

Dear Unole Josh, — I've got it at last as true as 
you're alive, and now I dont keer a snap for the fattest 
of 'era. I'll teach them are young chaps down to Port- 
land vthat used to poke fun at me so because I did n't 
get in to be Governor, tliat they tnust carry a better 
tongue in their heads, or they '11 find out who they are 
talking to. I guess they Ml find out by and by it wont 
be healthy for 'em to poke fun at an officer of my rank. 
And as for Jemime Parsons that married the school 
master winter before last, when she had promised a^ 
fair as could be that she would have me, she may go to 
grass for what I keer; I would n't have her now no 
more than I 'd have a Yirginny nigger. And I guess 
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when she comes to see me with mj jregimentals on i^he 
'U feel sorrj^ enough and wish her cake was doudi 
again* Now she^s tied down to that clodpole of « 
schoi 1 master, that was n't fit fbr a schoolmastefr nei^er, 
for he has had to go to hoeing potatoes foraiiving, and 
. much as ever he can ^t potatoes enoujgh to keep 'em 
from starving, when if she had onlj <itone as she had 
promifted, she might now be the wife Of Cantain Jack 
Downing of the united States Army. But let her, go; 
as I said afore, I dont care a snap for ber or alf old 
White's cattle. I'D tell yon what 'tis uncle, I feel 
about right now. It seems to me I could foot it home 
in two days, for my feet never felt half so^l^ht before. 
There's noting like trying, in this* world, uncle^any 
body that tries can be something or other, if he dont get 
discouraged too soon. When I came on here, you 
know, I expected to get one of the ^reat Secretaries' 
offices } but the good old President told me they had got 
him into such a hobble iibout them are officer that he 
could n't give me one of 'em if he was to die. But he 
treated me like a gentleman, and I sh^^ll always vote for 
him as longas^Ilive, and I told him so. And when he 
found out Qiatl was a true ginuin republican,cBay8 he, 
Mr. Downing, you must be patient, and I'll bear you in 
mind, and do something for you the very first chance. 
And you may depend upon it Mr. Downing, he added 
with a good deal of earnestness, 1 never desert my 
friends, let that lying Slephe& Simpson, of Philadelphy 
say what hevwill about it, a gpod for nothing ungrateful 
dog. And he fetched a stomp with his foot and bis eyes 
kind of flashed so ffery, that I cou'd nH help starting 
back, for I did n't know but he was going to knock me 
over. But he lookM pleasant again in a minute, a^d 
took me my the band, and now, says he, Mr. Downing, 
I give you my hotiour that I'll do something for you as 
soon as I possibly can. I told him 1 hoped he woruld be 
as spry as he could >bout it, for I had but jest nine- 
pence left, and I did n't know liow I should get along 
very well, in a strai^e place too. 3ut he txAd me never 
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to mind that at M$ I mi^t come and eat mj meais at 
his hoase whenever I'd a mind to, or he would be i>onda- 
miin for mj board where I put up. So I've worked 
along from that time to this, nearly for months, as well 
as I could, sometimes^tting a little job of garden-worK) 
and sometimes getting a little wood to saw, and so on, 
nearly enoiig|h to fiaj my expensiss. I used to call and 
see the President once in a while, and he always told 
me I muat be patient and keep up a good heart, the 
world was nh made in one day, knd semethiog would 
turn up for me by apd by. But fact, after digging, and 
sawitig, and waiting fourmonths^ my patience ^ most 
wore out, ^d I wad jest upon tiie point of giving up 
the chase, and stafting df for Downingville with the 
intention of retiring to private lifei when last night* 
alMNit seven o^clock, as 1 sot eating a bowl of bread and 
milk for my supper, a boy knocked at the door i^d 
waated to see Mr. Downing. So they brought him in- 
to the room where I was, and says he, Mr. Downing, 
th^ President W|mts to s6e you for something very par- 
ticular, right ^WAy this evening. My heart almost 
jump'd right up in my mouth. My spoon dropt out of 
my band, and to eat another mouthful I could n't if I 
was to starve. - I flew round, and washed my face and 
hands, and combed my head, and brushed up as well 
as I could, 4ind should have looked tolerable spruce if 
it had n't been for an unlucky hole in the knee of my 
trpwsers* What to do I did not know, it made me 
feel bad enough I can tell you. The woman where t 
boarded said s£e would mend them fot* me if 1 would 
take them oflT, but it would take'^er till about nine 
oVlock, and the President was waiting for me, and 
there^twas. Such a hobble 1 never was in before* But* 
this woman is a kind good creature as ever was; she 
b^rds me for four and sixpence a week, considering 
that I- split wood for her, and bring water, and do all 
sich kind of chores. And she always had some con- 
trivance to get out of every difficultyf and so she hand- 
ed me a neat little pocket handkerchief and told me to 
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tie that round my knee. Being thus rigged QUt atlast^ 
I started off as fest as i could go for tlier resident's. 

WKen I went into his room^ the old gentleman was 
setting bj^ t^le with his spectacles on, and t^o great 
lamps burning before him, and n bundle of letters and 
papers in his liand. He started up and took me by the 
nand, and says he, good evening Mr.Downing, I'lh very 
glad to see you| you Are the very man I want now, 
above all others in the world. But how is this, said he? 
looking at my knee. Not lame^ I hope? That Wfmld 
be a most unfortunate thing in this critical' moment It 
would knook my plan in the head at once. I felt kind 
of blue, and I guess 1 blushed a Iktle; but I turned it 
off as well as i could; I told him I^as n't lame at all, 
it was nothing but a slight scratch, and ^y to-morrow 
morning I should be as well as ever I was in my life. 
Well then says he, Mr. Downing, seidown here and set 
whati've got to tell you. The old gentleman set him- 
self back in his chair and pushed his spectacles up on 
his ^M^ehead and held up the letter in his hand, and says 
he, Mr. Downing, here is a letter from *Oov0rnor Smith 
ot Maine, and now •Sir, I've got something for you to 
do* You see now that I was sinjcere when I told you 
if you would be patient and stick to the republican text, 
I would look out for you one of these.days. I'm al- 
ways tnie to my friends; that lying Stephen Simpson 
might hare had an office before now if he had behaved 
himself. 

Well, dear sir, said I, for I felt in such a pucker to 
know what I was going to get that i could n't aland it 
any longer, so sayst, what sort of business is it you 'vc 
got forme to do? Says he, Mr. Downing, I take it yon 
are a m^n of courage; I have always thought so ever 
since jm faced Mr. Eaton so boldly on Mr. Inghams' 
door steps. Tho' I was sorry your courage was not dis- 
played in a better cause, for that Ingham is a rascal after 
all. I told him as for courage I believed I had some of 
the stuff about me when there was any occasion for it, 
and that I never would, stand by and see any body 
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abased. WcH, says he, we must come to the point, for 
the business requires haste. 

Governor Smith writes me that there are four of your • 
fellow eitizeos of Maine in a British jail at Fredericton^ 
who have been taken from their farms bv British con- 
stables and sheriffs and oth^r officers and carried off by 
force tb prison. By this time my ver^ hair begun to 
' cud, I felt so mad, and I could n't help jumning up and 
smiting my fists together, anAsaying pretty hard diinga 
about tae British Well, says the President, I like your 
spunk Mr. Downing; you're Jest the man 1 want in this 
^ business. I 'm going to giv^ you a captain's commission 
in the United States' army, and you must go down there 
and set that business right at Madawaska. 

You must go to Maine and raises company of volun- 
teers as quick as possible^ tell 'em i 'll see 'em paid, 
and you must march down to Fredericton and demand 
the prisoners, and if they are n6t given up you must 
force the jaiU and if the: British make any resistance 
jou must fire upon them and bring the prisoners off at 
some rate or other. Then write me and let me know 
how affairs stand, and I H\ give you furthie^ orders. At 
any rate you must see that me rights of Maine are well 
protectee^ for that state has come round so in my £^vor 
since last year I 'flfi determined to do every thtfig.! can 
for them; I tell you Mr. Downing, 1 never d(f*jKt.my 
friends. So after he gave me the rest cf my orders," and 
my commission, and a pocket full of money, and told 
me to be brave and if I wanted any thing to let him 
know,-Jie bid me good night, and I went home. But I 
could n't sleep a wink all night. I was up before day 
light this mornings and I 've got two women to work for 
me to day fixing up my clothes, and I shall be^Mady to 
start to morrow mornil^g. I want you to keep this mat- 
ter prcttjr still till J get there, except that you may let 
cousin JSphraim know it and get him to volunteer some 
of the Downingville boys for my company. I want to 
get them pretty much all there if I can^ for I know whst 
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tort of Btuff the DowningrtlU boys arp mitde of^ and 
•hall know what I 've got to depend upon* 
In haste, yonr loving neffu, 

CAPT. JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER XXIX. 

Fint, mUUary report of Copt, Douming toihe presidents 

Downingville, Nov. 8, tSSK 

To the Editor of tlu Portland Courier. 

My dear otD Friend, tou.^I got home to Down* 
ingvllle last night after an absence oFnearij two years. 
I meant to stop at Portlund as I come on from Wash^ 
ington, but some how or other, I got into the wrong 
stage somewhere inN^w Hampshire, and come the up* 
per road before I knew.it. So the first thing I knew, 
when I thought I had got alniost to Portland, I found 
mjself plump in Duwningville. But the dear folks 
were all so glad to ^e me, I didn't feel much sorry. 
Cousin Nabby hopped right up and down, like a mouse 
treed in a flour barrel ; and Ephraim snapped his thumb 
and fineer, and spit on his hands as though he had ^ 
cord of wood to chop ; and poor ant Kezimi set down 
and cried as much as two hours steady. Uncle Joshua 
eatched down his pipe, and made the smoke roll out 
well ; I never saw him smoke so fast before in my life; 
he finished two pipes full ot tobacco in less than five 
minutes. I felt almost like a fool myself, and had to 
keep winking and swallowing, or I should have^cried 
as hard as any of 'em. But you know it wouldn't do 
for a captain to cry, especially when he was going to 
enlistine soldiers. 

Well, I must hurry along with my letter, fori have 
n't got much time to write to*ctay. I have been round 
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mmoas the folks in Downingville this forenoon to see 
how Aey felt about the Madawaska business, and whe- 
ther an J of 'em would go a sowing dowo there with 
me. I find some of 'em are right up about it, and 
ready to shoulder their guns and march to-morrow if t 
$aj the word, and others are a little offish. 

I guess I shall get about half enough for a companr 
here pretty easy, and if I find it hard dragging to picK 
up the rest, I shall come right dowji to Portland to fill 
up my company th^re. For uncle Joshua tells me he 
has had some letters from Portland within a fsw days, 
and he says there^re a number of ehaps down there as 
warm as mustard about -going- to war » down to Mada- 
waska^ and are only waiting^for a good xhance to list, 
and some of 'em he thinks will make capital sargents 
and corporals. 1 should be glad if you would send me 
word whether you think I could pick up some good lusty 
fellows there in case 1 should want 'em. I pay ajnonth's 
wages cash down. But there is one subject that I feel 
rather uneasy about, and th^t is the greatest reason of 
my writing you to-day, to see 4f you can tell me any 
thm^ about it. Last night uncle Joshua and I dot up 
talking politicks pretty fate, after all the rest of the 
folks had gone to bed. I told him all about one thing 
or another at Wa^ngton, and then we talked about 
the affairs of this State. 

I found uncle Joshua did't stand jest where he used 
to. Ydu know once he was a little mite in fa\or of 
Mr* Hunton j and then, when I was Up for Governor, 
he was altogether in iavour of me; and then he was 
pretty near equally balanced between Mr. Smith and 
Mr. Goodenow ; but now, when 1 come to talk with 
him, I found he was all plump over on the democratic 
republican side. You know I've been leaningthat way 
tu, ever since I got in to be good friends long with Presi- 
dent Jiickson. So says I, Well, uncle, our party is 
strong enough now to carry all afore 'em in this $tate. 
J guess governor Smith wilt have more than three quar- 
ters of the votes next time. At which uncle turned 
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nrand towards me, and rolled up his great eyes over his 
spectacles, and took his pipe out of his mouth and put on 
a mighty Knowing lookf and sajs he, Jack, jest between 
yon and me, a much better man and a m*^ch greater re- 
pubHcan than Gov. Smith', will he Governor rf the State 
of Maine after another dection. 

I was kind of struck with a dundtrmei^t ! sot and 
Jooked at him as much as two minutes, and he all the 
time looked as knowing ^ a tox* At last, says I, Uncle, 
what do you mean ? Did n't all the democratic republi- 
.can papers in the State, when Gov. Smith was elected, 
say ne was the very best republican there was in the 
State for Governor, .Well, well. Jack, said he, matk 
mywords, that 'sail. But, said I, uncle, what makes 
yAU think so ? O, said he, £ have read the Argus and 
the Bangor Republican, and I have had a letter from a 
roan that knows all labout it, and when the time comeB| 
you 'II see. And that was all I could get out of him. 
N#w I wish you would let me know what this mystery 
means. And I remain your old friend, 

CAPT. JACK DOWNING, 



LETTER XXX. 

71U JirH mUitary report ef Copt. Downing to the 
President. * 

Madawaska, NoV. 15, IBdI. 

To his £xceUma/n CHnerat Jackson, President of the 
United States, fye. 

Mt good old Sir.""— The prisoners are out and no 
blood spilt yet. I had prepared to give the British a 
most terrible battle, if they had n 't let 'em out I guess 
I should made 'em think old Bonapart had got back 
limpng ^em again, for « keener set o fellows &|iQ my 
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company is m^de up of never shouldered ft musket or 
trod shoe-leather. F was pesky sorry they 1^'em out 
quite as soon, for I really longed to haveaJ^rush with 
'^>n 5 and hqw they come to let 'em go I oont know, 
unless it was because they heard I was coming. And I 
expect that was the case, for the prisoners told me the 
British Misnister at Washington, sent on some kind of 
word to Governor Campbell, and I suppose he told him 
how I^ had got a commission, aitd was coming down 
upon Kew Brunswick like a hurrycane. 

If I could only got down there a littlr sooner and fite 
sich a great battle as you did at New Orleand, my fcn*- 
tun^ would have been made for this world. I should 
have stood a good chance then to be President of the 
United States, one of these days. And that's as high 
as ever I should want to get. I gpt home to Downing- 
ville in little more than a week after I left you at Wash- 
ington, for having a pretty good pocket full of money, 
and knowings that my business was very important, I 
rid in the stage most all the way. I spose 1 need n't 
stop to tell yo^ how tickled all my folks were to see me.' 
\ did n't know for awhile but they'd eat me up. But I 
spose thafs neithTer here nor there in makine military 
reports, so I'll go on. I ibund no difficulty in getting 
volunteers. 1 believe I could have got nearly half the 
State of Maine to march if I had wanted 'em. But as 
I only had ofdersrto list one good stout company, I took 
*em all in. Downingville, for I rather trust myself with 
one hundred ginuin Downingville boys, than ^y% hun- 
dred of your common run. I took'the supernumerary 
however^ when t got to Bangor. The editor of the 
Baiigor Republican wassozea-ous to go, and said he'd 
light so tp the last drop of his blood, that I could n't 
help taking him, so 1 appointed him supernumerary 
cmporal. Poor fellow, he was so disappointed when he 
found the prisoners were out that be -fkirly cried for 
vexation. He's for having me go right on now and give 
all New Brunswick a real thrashing. 

But I know what belongs to gineralsihip better than 

G2 



yGoogk 



7S LETTERS or . 

that; I haven't had mjr orders jet Weil, after we 
left Bangor we had a dreadful rough and tumble sort of 
ajournejf over rocks and mountains and rivers and 
Swamps ana bogs and meadows, and through lon^ pieces 
of woods that I didn't know as we shoulu find tne way 
out Put we got through at last, and arrived here at 
Madaw^ka day before yesterday. I thought I better 
cpme this way and mak« a little stop at Madawaika to 
see if the prisoners' wives and little ohed were in want 
of any thing and then go down to Frederictott and blow 
the British ski high. 

When our company first came out in sight in Mada- 
^aska, they thought it was the Briti3h coming to catch 
some mpreof 'em; and such a scatteringand scamper- 
ing I guess you never see. The men flew into the 
woods like a flock of sheep with forty dogs after 'em, 
and the women catched their babies up in their arms 
and run ifom one house to another screeching and 
screaming enough to ouike the woods ring^ain. But 
when they found out we were United States troc/ps^ 
coffie to help 'em, ypu never see any body so glad«-^ 
They all cried for joy then. The women run into the 
woods and calleid to their husbands (o come back again, 
for there was nobody there that would hurt theiQ, ami 
bapk they came and treated us with the best they had in 
their houses. And whil^ we sot chatting, before the ^ 
Wfl^men hardly got their tears wiped up,; one of 'em 
looked ^p towam the woods and screamed out tlure 
eomes the prison$r8. Some turned pale a little, think- 
ing it misht be their ghost, but in a minute in they come, 
as good flesh and blood as any of us, and then the wor 
men^d another good crying spelt 

I asked one of Che prisoners how they got awaVt for 
I thought you would want to know all about it; and says 
be we come, away on our legs. Did vou break ost of 
jail, said I? I guess there was no need of that, said he, 
f(>r.we want locked in halt the time. Bid you knock 
down the guard, said I, and fight your way out?— 
Humph I said b^» I guess we might have bunted one 
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while* before we could find a guard to knock down. 
Nobodj seemed to take any care of us, if we wanted a 
drop ot grog we had to go out and buj it ourselves* — 
Weil but, said I, it jou were left in such a loose state 
as that, why did you not run away before? Tut, said 
he, shrugging up his shoulders, I euess we knew what 
we were ^bout; the loneer we staid there the more land 
the state of Itfaine would give us to pay as for beinc 
put in jail, but when they turned us out of jail, and 
wouldn't keep us aay longer, we thought we might as 
well come home. * \ 

And now, my good old sir, since matters are as they 
are, I shall take up my head Quarters here at Madawatlui 
for the present, and wait for farther orders. I shall 
take goQKi care of the people here, and keep every thing 
in gowl order, and riot allow a single New Brunswicker 
to come any where within gun-ahot As for that Lef- 
tenant Governor, Mr. Archibald Campbell, he better 
ke^p himself scarce ; if he shows his head here i^in, 
I shall jest put him into a meal bag and send him to 
Washington. I shall expect to hear from you soon, and 
as f shall have to be here sometime I dont know but you 
had better send me on a little more money. My uni- 
form got rather shattered coming through the woods, 
and it will cost me something to set It fixt up again. 

This from your old friend and mimble servant, 

CAPT. JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER XXXI. 

The CaptairCi second visit to the Maine Legistature. 
Augusta, State of Maine, Jan. 4, 1832. 
To the EdUo/ of the Portland Courier. 

My deah old FtiiEND, — Here I am riaht among the 
Legislater folks, je«>t as I used to be oown there to 
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Portland* I got here last night after a pretty hard jour- 
ney ftom Madawaflka^ rather lame, and my feet and 
ears froze pretty bad. I hope 1 shant lose any of 'm, 
for if I should lose my feet I should nH stand much of 
a fag with the British down there to Fredencton in case 
we should have a brush with 'em. And all my hopes 
about ever being President of the United States de- 
pends on the woful whipping I'm going to give the Brit- 
ish. And I'm afraid 1 should n't be much better off if 
I should lose my ears, for a President without ears 
would cut , rather a sorry figure there to Washington. 
I sent on to the old President to see if h& would let me 
have a furlough to come up to Augusta,^ while the Le- 
gislaters were here, for I thought I could n't stan it 
without being here to see how they get along. The 
President said he did n't think tiiere would be any 
fighting down to Madawaska befpre the spring opens, 
so he did n't care if I went. ^ I jest hobbled into the 
liegislater to-day to see 'em <:huse officers^ but I have 
nt any time to tell you what a great fine house they 've 
got into. I believe it 's vastly better than the one they 
had to Portland though. And I guess there 'II be no 
stopping the wheels of 'government this year, f6r I be- 
lieve they have got theliouse fixed so as to carry the 
wheels by steam. They got the steam up before I went 
in, andt H was so thick ^metimes, that I should think 
tli^ wheels might go like a buzz. 

They told me there was a good many new members, 
and a jgpod many more of 'em, than there was last year; 
so I did n't know as I should see hardly any body that 
i knew. But I never was more agreeably disappointed 
in my life than I was by the first voice I heard callhig 
the members to order. 

Iknew it as quick as I could tell the fife and drum 
of my own company at Madawaska. And if I sbpuld 
hear the fife ana drum this very mitinte it would B*t 
give a pleasanter thrill to my feelings* I look'd roupd 
and sure enougli there was the sancfy honest took, and 
the large fleshy fij^re, of my old fnend Mr. Knowlton 
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«r Montville, hol^inga broad brimmed hat in faishandt 
and calling upon the ereat jam of folks to come to or- 
der. I could n't hardly help crowding right in among 
Vtn to shake hands with him, I was so glad to 6ee him. 
But as I was only a lobby member I tho't it would n't 
do. 

But I 'U tell you what 'it is, you may depend upon 
the business goins^ off gtibb here this winter^ for hav- 
ing; a building go by steam and Mr. Knowlton here to 
drive it, it aint all the Jacksonites and Huntonites in 
the state that can stop it. And besides I cant find out 
as yet that there is any more than one party here; if 
thcVe should be hereafter, I 'U let you know. I was 
glad they chose Mr. White to be speaker, for he's al- 
ways so good natured and uses every body so well, 1 
cant help liking him. I have n't been in the Sinnet 
yet, but they say Mr. I>unlap is President I was in 
hopes to see Elder Hall here this winter, b^t I believe 
he has n't come. 

Your old Friend, 

CAPT. JAGK DOWNING, 



LETTER XKXU. 

The Legislative proceedings described, 

Augusta, State of Maine, Jan. 19, l8dS« 

^ To the Editor of the Portland Cowiev. 

Mt dear old FRiEND,-^If I could n't write to you 
once in a while, I don't know but I should die. When 
any thing has kept me from writing two or three weeks* 
I get in suc|^ a taking it seems as though I should split, 
and the only way I can get relief is to take my pen and 

S> at It The reason why you have nt heard from me 
is fortnight past, is this dreadful fureata. We've viX 
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got it here, and it's nothing but cough, cough, the whole 
time. If a member gets up to speak, thej all cough at 
him. If he sajs any thing that they like, they cou^ 
at it; and if he says any thing that they dont like, they 
cough at it Srt let him §ay what he will they keep a 
steady stream of coughing. I've been amost sick, for a 
week. Some days I want hardly able to set up. But 
I'm getting cleverly now, and I hope I shall be able to 
let you hear from me once cr twice a week during the . 
session. 

The wheels of government go pretty well this winter. 
Some say that some folks have tried to trig *cm two or 
three times, but I dont hardly think that is the case, fot 
they havn't been stopt once. And, as I said in my last 
letter, if my friend Mr. Knowlton stands as foreman, 
and keeps his broad shoulders to the wheels, I dont be- 
lieve they will stop this winter. By the way, I made 
a little small mistake about Mr. Knowlton's hat. I 
should n't have thought it worth while to mention it 
again, if the Augusta Courier of this morning bad n't 
spoke of it as though I did n't mean to tell Ae truth. 
Now you know Mr. Editor, I would n't be guilty of 
telling a falsehood for my right hand. When Mr. 
Knowlton called themembei*s to order the first day of 
the session, I certainly thought I saw him holding in 
his hand a broad brimmed white hat. It might be mj 
imagination, remembering how he used to look, or it 
mignt possibly be the hat of the member standing by 
the side of him, for I was a good ways off*. 

I'm pesky fraid the generart government may settle 
that hash down there to Madawaska as Mr. Nether- 
lands that they left out to, recommended. If Uiey 
should I'm afraid my jig woukl be up about fighting a 
battle very soon, or getting in to be President. 

Our party's got into a dreadful Kind of t stew here 
about wno shall be next Senator to Congress and one 
thing or another. We've got into such a snarl about it, 
Poi afraid we never shall get unravelled a^in without 
cutting off the tan^es, and that would divide us so wt 

• V 
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never could hold together in the world. I wrote to the 
Argus yesterday, to be sure not to reply to the Age for 
its iTngentle manly remarks about Judge Preble, and 
hope it will be prudent enougti to follow my recommen- 
dation. We must try to hush these matters up, or it 
'11 be the death of the party. I've had a .serious talk 
with friend Ruggles, and am in hopes he'll put his baud 
over the Thomaston paper and not let it belch out any 
thing that our enemies can make a handle of. And I 
guess we shall have a caucus and try to put a cooler on 
the Bangor Republican and the Age. 

The Legislaters like Augusta considerable well, if 
it did n't cost 'em so much more than it did in Port- 
land for a Kving. Such as had to pay two dollars and 
a half in Portland for board have to pay three and four 
dollars here. When 1 was in Portland, I used to get 
boarded ^r seven and sixpence a week, and here the 
cheapest I could get boarded any where, was ten and 
sixpence. 1 he Augusta Courier last week said some- 
thins about the folks here giving me a public dinner. I 
should like it pretty well, tor I have tether slim dingers 
where I board. 

If you see cousin Sally, I wish you'd jest ask her if 
the has time before and after school, if she'll knit me a 
pair of footings and send 'em up by the stage-driver* 
tor mine have got pretty full of holes, and 1 have n't 
any body here to mend 'em. 

Your old friend, 

CAPT. JACK DOWNING. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

ne captain suddenly called to his post at Madawa^ka* 

Augusta, State of Maine, Jan. 23, 1832. 

To the Editor of the PorUand Courier^ again. 

Dear Friend, — The more I write to yon, it se^ms 
to me the better I like jou. I believe there is n't but 
. one person, that I set so much bj, and that' is Gineral 
Jackson, who was so kind as to give me a commission, 
and let me .have spending monej besides. I 'm prettj 
much out of money now, and the va^n that I board 
with keeps dunning me for pay ; so I wish you would 
be so kind as t ^ send me four or five dollars till I g«i 
some more from the President I writ for it last wpek, 
and I think fX shall get it ia a few days. I told yoUin 
my last letter, if I got Qvei;* the furenzA, J^n should 
hear from me pretty often. I 'm getting nicely again 
now.' I dont cough more than once in five minutes or 
so, and my toes and ears that were froze so bad com- 
ing up from Mada^ieaska are neaHy healed over. All I 
have to do to 'em now is jest to grease 'em a little whea 
I go to bed at nisht and in the morning when I get up. 
I have to keep ^nand kerchief over my ears yet when 
I eo out, but my toes are so well 1 dont limp hardly a 
mite. As to our legislater business we get along mid- 
dling well^ but not quite so {aat as I tiiought we should 
considerin it £oes by ^teanu One reason I suppose is 
because Mr. KLtiowlton has been a good deal unwell 
and could n't take hold and drive it right in end ap l^e 
used tp. But he 's got better now, so I hope the wheels 
will begin to buzz again. 

About the quarrel that our party's got into, I 'm 
pesky fraid it 'II blow us up yet j and I don't know 
what we shall do to stop it. -We 've had a caucus as 
I told you we should in my last letter, and tried to 
hush matters up as well as we could. But some of 'em 
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&re 80 grouty, I expect nothiDg bUt what thej 'H belch 
out again. 

I was glad the Argus took luj advice ami kept back' 
the reply to the Age. 

We had a little bit of a tussle here to see who should 
be aupointed agent to go to Washington to tell the pre- 
sident to bold on' to the territory down t^jMladawaska. 
Mr. Preble and Mr. Deane and I were the three prin- 
cipal candidates. Some thought Mr. Preble ought to 
go because it would be for the interest of the republi- 
can party ; and some thought Mr. Deane ought to go be- 
cause he had been down there a good deal and knew all 
about the Madawaska country ; and some thought I 
ought to go because I had been down there the last of 
any body, and because I was such good friends with the 
President I should be likely to do better than any body 
else could. I thought my claims were the strongest, 
and the Governor said he thought so too. But he said 
as afiairs now stood it would n'tdo to appoint any body 
but iVlr. Preble. 

And besides I dont know as I ought to go oft* jest now, 
for [ had a letter yesterday from one of my subalterns 
down to Madawaska, that there 's some trouble with my 
company there : some of the Sarjeants been breaking 
orders, &c., and I dont know but I shall have togo down 

* ~ "' ■ ' 'em. . 

Yourfriend, 

CAPT, JACK DOWNING 
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LErrER XXXIV. 

Hi8 return o Augusta— is saved from being frozen to 
death by a beards skin. 

Augusta, State of Maise, Feb. &, 183^ 
To the Editor of the Portland Courier. 

Herb 1 be again, my dear friend, right back on 
the old spot, poking about the Legislater to see what's 
going on, and to help take care the interests of our 
party. I got down there to Madawaska jest in the 
nick' of time ^ for I got a boss and rid day and night 5 a 
and it was well I did, for Sai^nt Joel had got so out- 
rageous mad, I ralv believe if 1 had n't got there the . 
day I did, he would have strung one or two (rf 'em 
right up"by the neck. But I quashed matters at once 
and sot 'em to studyin fliatare little court martial book, 
and told 'em when ihey had any more fuss, they must 
try all their cases by that, and they would n't find any 
laV for hanging in it. 

It's dreadful cold down thereto Madawa^a,! froze 
my toes and ears agin, a little, but not so bad as I did 
afore, for I took care to rop up in a great bearskin. I 
see the Legislater's been disputing about passing a ■ 
law to kiH oft* all the bears and solves and sich kind 
of critters. 

Ldont know whether that's a good plan or not— - 
There's a good deal might be said on both sides.— r 
Them -jare bears are pesky mischievous. I heard a 
«tory while I was gone, but I dont know how true it is, 
howa'igreat bear chased the Councillor that the Gover- 
nor seat down to Frederickton, to carry provisions to 
our prisoners in jail there. Some re(!koned the bear ' 
smelt the bread and cheese that he hacF in his saddle 
bags, and so toak after him to get some of it. HoweV* % 
er, the Councillor got back safe. But I think this is 
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a great argument iu favour (^ killing off all the bears. 
Andon the other hand, I beliM^ the bear ^kin was all 
that kept me from freezing to^Rith going to Madawas* 
ka t'other day. So it seems we ought not to kill 'em 
quite all off, but raise enougli to keep as in bear skins; 
for I suppose my life would be worth as much to the 
State as tne Councillor's. - 

I feel a little -put out with Dr. Burnham for an un- 
handsome rtftinftig he gave met'othtr day in tlie Sen- 
ate.. He callecf me an ^ol4 rogue.' I cant swallow that 
very weTl 5 tor that's a character I never bore in Down- 
ingyillct ny Washington nor any where else. He was 
disfiuting about paying Mr. Deane and Mr. Ga^vano for 
going to Madawaskar He laid they had n't ought to 
pay so much; for if they wcht on at this rate, nest thing 
that old rogue, Capt. Jack-Downing, would be sending 
^ in his bill. 

But h% need n't trouble himself about that, for as 
long as I have Presicjftnt Jackson to leok to for pay- 
masteT, Uont care a snap about sending in my bills \o 
to Legislated But as tor benig called an old rogue, I 
wont. I dont mean to make a great fuss about it m the 
paper*, as th^ Argus, and^e Age did, so as to break up 
the harmony of the republican party. But if Dr. Bum- 
ha^ dont ^ve me satisfaction, I'll call a caucus of the 
party and nave him over the coals and du kimoyer,^ 
Your fbving friend, 

^ CAPT. JACK DOWNING. 

• vdfe ' * . ^ 
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T-ETTKR XXXV* 

Tne Captain deurides Aef manner in tvMch tfu Legis^ 
iafure makes /Mwyers, 

Augusta, State of Maine, March 1st, 1832. 

To the Editor of the Portland CouHer. 

My Dear Oed Friend, — ^I begin t^fetl as uneasj 
as a fish out of water, because 1 havn't writ to you for 
most two weeks. Now, old M«^i'ci^ has come, and 
foun<l us digging here jet; and sometimes Pro most 
afraid we shall be found diggiitg here, when we ought 
to be at home digging potatoes, or planting of 'em at 
least. I've been waiting nnw above a wtek for the 
Legislater to do somethings that I could write to yon 
about; but they dont seem to get along very smart later . 
ly. Sometimes-^he wheels almost stop; and then th^ 
start and rumble along a little ways, and then drag 
again. I dont thiqk We shall get through befgfe sorhe- 
time next week, if we do before week a^ier. These 
secret sessions take up a good deal of time. I dont see 
what innatur they have so raaqy of 'em for. I tried to 
get into some of 'em, but they wouldn't let me; they 
said lobby members had no business there, and shut 
the^door rigfct in ray face. There's on^ kind of busi- 
ness though that they carry on her* pretty brisk lately, 
and th^t is making lawyers Some days ttiey mak« 
'em almost as fast as uncle Bphrainf used to makesap- 
trouoha; and I've knpwn hin\, to, chop off and/b^ out 
two in fifteen miniM:es. *^^(t^"'=. 

But for aft'tbe Legislater can make *cm so fast^Jf is 
as much as ever they can get^dong with^ll thaijpome^ 
and want fo be made over into lawyers. Arid ^ther 
day, when the"^ kiw commjj|fee got pretty well stuck, 
having so many of 'em on hand, a new bat^ come up,, 
and Mf. Haltef your town ipoi^ to refer ^hem tolhe 
committee on manufactttrBs, This is a capital cmn- 
mitHie to make tl^ngs, and I havn*tihewd any corn* 
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plaint since, but what thiej €«n turn '^n out as fast as 
thej come. It rather pu^ed me at first to know what 
made every body want io be worked over into lawyers; 
so I asked one of 'em that stood waiting round here a 
day or two, to be put into the hopper and ground over, 
what he wanted to be made into a lawyer for? And he 
kind of looked up one side at roe, and give roe a know- 
ing wink, and says he, dont you know that the law 
yers get all the fat things of the land, and eat out the 
insides of the insters, and give the sbels to other folks? 
And if a man wants to have any kind of an office, ]ie 
canH get it unless he's a lawyer; .if he wants to go to 
the Le^slater, he can't be elected without he's a law- 
jer: and if he wants to get to Congress, he cant go 
without he's a lawyer; and any man that don't get 
made into a lawyer as fast as possible, I say, is a fool. 
The whc^e truth come across my mind then, as quick 
as a look, why it was that I spent two or three years try- 
ing to get an office, and couldn^t get one. It was be- 
cause f wasn't a lawyer. And dont believe I should 
have got an office to this day, if my good friend Presi- > 
dent Jackson hadn't found <mt I was a brave two fisted 
chap, and just the boy to go down to Madawaska and 
fiogthe British. . 

We've agreed unanimousiy to support Governor* 
Smith for re-election; and he'H come in all hollow, l;^t 
the Jacksonite^ and Huntonites say what they will 

- about it. Our party know too well which side thei* 
In'ead is buttered, to think of being split up this heat. 
I should write you more to day, but I feol so kind of 
agitated about these secret sessi^|s, that I cant hardlv 
hold my pen still I'm a little affiid they are intrigu- 
ing to^^end on to the President to take my commis- 
sidji ^fi^ly from me. It has been thrown out to me that 
I ought to be down to Madawaska, instead of being 
here all winter. Some have hinted to me that Mr. 
Clifford has taken a miff against me, because the other 
^glay when he was chosen Speaker pro. tem. one of my 

^Haendsvotedforme; and ne thinllMjra%a rival can-. 
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didate, and means to have me turned out of oflb:e if he 
can. , ' I am jour ioviug friend, 

CAPT, JACK DOWNING. 



LRTTER XXXVI. 

IJie Majorat trotd}les on learning that the Legish- 
lures' reeoltithm to sell Madawaska to the general go- 
vernment^ to be bargained to the Bri^^h^ calculatei 
by figures its price-^the rage of his men on learning 
that they would have ao fighting before parting with 
it 

Madawaska, State of Maine, or else Great Britain, I 
dont know which, March 12, 183d. 

To the Editor of the Portland Courier — this with cars 
and speed. 

My dear old FRiENp, — I cleared out from Augusta 
in such a kind of a whirlwind, that I had n't time to 
write you a'^eingle word before I left. And I feel so 
kind of craiiy now, I dont know hardly which eod I 
stand upon. I've had a good many head-flaws a.nd 
worriments in my life thne, and been in a great "many 
hobbles, but I never, in all ray born days,met with any 
thing that puzzled me quite sS ^d as this ere selling 
out do\*n liere. I fite in tlie I egisfater as long as fight- 
ing would do any ^d, that is, I mean in the caucus, 
for they would n'tlerme go right into the Legislaterin 
the day time and talk to 'em there, because T was only 
a lobby member. But jest let them know Tt, Iclbby 
.members can do as much as any on 'em on sich busi- 
n(5^ as this. I laid it down to 'em in the caucus as 
well as I could. I aiked *ein if they did n't tlJnk \^ 
should look like a pretty fool, after marching my compnb^ 
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nj down there^ and standing readjrall wintar to flog the 
whole British nation the moment any on 'em set a foot 
on to our land, if I should now have to march back 
again and give up the land, and all, without flogging a 
single son-of-a-gua of 'em. But thej said it was no 
use, it could n't be helped, Mr. Netherlands had given 
away the land to the British, and the Presidegj^ had 
agreed to do jest as Mr. Netherlands said about it, and 
aB we could do now was to get as much pay for it as 
we could. 

So I set down and figured it up a little to see how 
much it would come to, Tor I used to cyplier to the rule 
of three when I went to school, and I found it would 
come to a pretty round sum. There was, in theiirst 
place, about two millions of acres of land. This, con- 
siderin the timber there was on it, would certainly be- 
worth a dollar an acre, an^ that would be two millions 
of dollars. Then there was two or three thousand in- 
habitants, say ' twenty •fivf hundred; we must be paid 
for them too, and how much are they worth ? I've read 
in the newspapers that black slaves at the south, sell 
for three oV four hundred dollars apiece. I should 
think, then, that white ones, ought to fetch eight hun- 
dred. This, according to the rule of three, would be 
two hundred thousand dollars. Then, there's the pret- 
ty little town of Madawaska that our Legislater made 
last winter, already cut and dried with town officers all 
chosen, and every thing ready for the British to use 
without any more trouble. We ought to have pay for 
this tx)o, and I should think it was worth ten thousand 
dollars. 

And then the town of Madawaska has chosen Mr. 
Lizote to be a representative in the Legislater, and as 
the British can take him right into the Parliament 
withtmt choosing him over again, they ought to pay us 
for that too. Now I have read in the newspapers tha^ 
it sometimes costs, in England, two hundred thousanu 
dollars to choose a representative to Ifflhliainent, re^- 
omngall the grog they drink and alMme monei 
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jj for votes. But I wouldn^t be screwk^ about it, so 
put Mr. Lizote down at one hundred thousand dol- 
lars. And then I footed up, and found it to be,— 
For land, including timber, twd millions of 

dollare, , fa,000,000 

For inhabitants, including women and chii- 

dim^ two hundred thousand dollars, 200,000 

For town of Madawaska, officers and all, 

ten thousand dollars, 10,000 

For Mr. Lizote, all ready to go to Parlia- 

rnent^ one hundred thousand dollars, ' 100,000 

Total, tSjSlOjOOO 

This was a prettj round sum, and I begun to think, 
come to divide it out, it would be a slice a-piece worth 
having; especiallj if'' we did't give the Feds any of it, 
and I supposed we shouldn't as there wasn't any of 'em 
tliere in the caucus to help to see about it. 

^ In this view of the subject,' I almost made up mj 
mind that we ought to be patriotic enough to eive it 
up, and help the general government out of the nobble 
thev had got into. And I was jest a-going to get up 
and make a speech and tell 'em so, when Mr. McCrate > 
of Nobleborough, and Capt. Smith of Westbrook, two 
of the best fellers in oui" party, came along and see what 
Iwas figuring about, and, says they, Capt. Downing, 
are you going tc sell your country^ in a minute I 
felt something rise up in my throat, that felt as 6ig as 
an ox -yoke. As soon as I got so I could speak, says 
I, No, rtever^ while my name is Jack Downing, or my 
old rifle can carry a bullet* They declared too, that 
they wouldn't sell out to the general^government, nor 
the British, nor nobody else. And we stuck it out 
most of the evening, till we found out hoW it was going, 
and then we cleared out, and as soon as the matter Was 
fairly settled, I started off for Madawaska; for I was 
afraid if my iAnpany should hear of it before I got 
tkeroy it wouldViKe a blow up among 'em, and i should 
haY^f^rcourt-nffrtial 'em. 
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When I first told *em how the jig was up with tiSt 
that the British were going to have the land^ without 
any fighting about it, I never see fellows so mad before 
in mj life, unless it was Major Katon at Washington 
when he sot out to flog Mr. Ingham. They said if 
they could only have had one good battle, they wouldn't 
care a sna() about it, but (o be played tom-fool with in 
this way they wouldn't bear it* They were bo mad, 
they hopped right up and down, and declared they 
■ever would go back till tfiey had been over to Fred- 
ericton and pulled the jail down, or tiirashed some of 
the New Brunswick boys. But, after a while, I paci- ' 
fied 'em by telling 'cm if we didn't get a chance to 
fight here, I rather thought we might away oft' to Geor- 
gia, for there was something of a bobbery kicking up, 
and if the President should want troops to go on there, 
I was very sure my company would be one of the first 
he would send for. > 

So here we are, lying upon our arris, not knowing 
what to do. 1 have written to the President, and hope 
to hear from him soon. If the land is to go, I want to 
know it in season to get oif before it's all over ; for I'll 
be hanged if ever I'll belong to the British. 
Your distrest friend, 

CAPT. JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER XXXVIl. 

. The office of Mayor of Portland offered to Capt. Down- 
^ ing and declined, 

Portland, State of Maine, April 10, 1B33. 

* 7b the citizens of Portland. 

When I arrived in this city, last night, from Mada--^ 
waska, jest after the hubbub was over about the election, 
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I was informed some of mj friends in Ward No. Tj had 
voted for me for Major, t beHete thie votes are put in 
, the papers long with the scattering votes, as I see the j 
doiit pablish mj name. 

Now the upshot ont is, I cant take that are office, 
I've got so much other business to aMend to. And so I 
take this opportunity to declare that 7 absohiteiy decUne 
being a candidate. I have a great regard for the citizens 
of Portland, for it was thej that first gave me a boost 
up towards an office, and I should be verj glad to do 
any thing ibr 'em that 1 could; but I must t>eg to be 
excused from being Major this year. 
I am with respect, 

CAPT. JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

The Ckmfidn^B account of a cor^ideniial convereaHon 
with Prendmt Jaek$miy while travelling to TenneMtee* 

* Washington Citj, October 20, 18SS. 

To the Editor of the Portland Courier^ auHiy down east 
in the State of Maine : [O dear^ seem$ to me J never 
shall get there again. ] ' 

My dkar old friend,— I have n't done anj thing 
this three months that seemed so natural as to set down 
and write to jou. To write the name of the Portland 
■ Courier raises m j sperits right up. I makes me tel as 
if 1 ivas again talking with jou, and uncle Joshua^ and 
cousin Ephratm, and cousin Nabbj, and ant Sallj, and 
all of 'em. I and President Jackson fz;ot back here jes- 
terdaj from Tennessee, where we've been gone most all 
summer. And a losg joumej we've had of it too. I 
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thought that from here to Portland was a dreadful ways, 
but it's a great deal further to Tennessee. I did n*t 
think before that our country was half so large as I find .^ 
it is. It seems as if there was no end to it; fo^ when 
we got dear to Tennessee the President said we want 
half way acrost it 1 could nU hardly believe him, bjh: 
he stood tu it we want Why, says he, Jack, I've got 
the largest country in the world, and the hardest to gov- 
ern tu. 8ay what you will of free governments, where 
folks will act pretty much as they are a mind to, it's the 
hardest work to administer it that ever 1 did. I had^ 
rather fight forty N^w Orleans battles than to govern 
this everlasting great country one year. There are so 
many, you see, want to have a finger in the pye, it's the 
most difficult business you can imagine. You thought 
you had a tough time of it, Jack, to take care of them 
are stnall matters down to Maduwaska last winter, with 
your brave company of Downin&vrlle boys. But that^s 
no more than a drop in the bucket to being President 
one month. I tell^you. Jack, there is n't a monarch in 
Europe who has so hard a time of it as I have. There 
are so many cooks, the broth most always comes out 
rather bad. II I have to write a message, one must,put 
in a sentence, and another a sentence, and another, till 
it gets so at last I can't hardly tell whether Pve writj^n 
^y of it myself or not. And sometimes I have a g«<Ml 
mind to throw it all in the fire and say nothing at all. 
But then aeain that wont do, for since I 've undertaken 
to be President, I must go through with it And then 
there was such a pulling and hauling for offices along in 
the outset, it seemed as though they would pull me to 
pieces. If I gave an office to one, Mr. Ingham or Mr^ 
Branch Would be mad, and if I gave it to another Mr. 
\an Buren would n't like it, and if I ]gave it to another, 
perhaps Mrs. Eaton would make a plaguy fuss about it. 
une wanted me t0 do this thing and another wanted me 
to do that: and it was nothing bat quarrel the whote 
time. At last Mr. Vaii Buren said he'd resigb, if I 
would tarn the rtst ovt So- I mad^ a s<!fattering 
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among ^m ahd turned 'em all out In a heap. AU bat 
Mr. Lewis and Mr. Kendall who ?taid to givii me 
j;^ their friendly ad vice and Ijelp me through my trying 
difficulties. 

And then again to be so slandered as I have been in 
flie papers, it is enough to wear the patience of Job out 
And if I got a little angry at th^ contrariness of tfce 
Senate, they must need* call me a *roaring lion,' the 
rascals. But that Senate did use me shame^lly. . The 
very btst nominations I made, they always rejected. To 
think the stupid heads should reject Mr. Van Buren,de* 
cidedly the greatest man in the country, it was too pro- 
vo^ifig* Ves, Mr. Vatt Buren is the first man in this 
country, and jest betw en you and me. Jack, he's the 
only man in it that is wejl qualified to succeed me in the 
government of thii great nation of tvv enty-four republics. 
And h^ must come in too^ or the country wont be tvorth 
a stiver, much longer There's Clay, "he would make 
pretty work of i(, if he should come in. Why, Jack, 
he would gamble one half of the country away in two 
years, and spend the other half in digging Canals and 
bailding rail-roadsj and when the funds m the Treas- 
ury failed he wouid go to iht United States Bank and 
get more. . 

Calhoun would break the Union to pieces in tliree 
months if he was President. He's trying all he can 
now to tear off something of a^lice from it at the south. 
f And as lor Wirt, he's a fiddling away with the Anti- 
masons. Letting Anti-masonry alone, he's a pretty good 
sort of a man I but he has n't energy enough to steer our 
crazy ship of state in these stormy times. 1 would sooner 
trust it in the hands of Mrs. Eaton than him. There's 
no one fit for it but Mr. Van Bur^ n; and if it was not 
for getting him in^ I would n't have consented to £tai|^ 
far another term. ' 

But, my dear friend? by stopping to tell you some of 
the conversation I and the Presigient had along the road, 
I have«almost forgot to tell you any thii^ about myself 
and the thousand things I met with <m my journey« *fiut 
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1 cafl't write tfnjr more to-day. I expecj t& a^t frem 
kete onr Moaday on my way to Pot-tland, ¥oir may heat 
from me, a few times before \^t there, as^ 1^ shall stop 
flbtoirg by tiie way some to feee w>w maHers go mPenn- 
sjlvjny a&d New York. . 

"If yoa have a chance, send my love to all my folki 
up at Bowuingville, ^mi tell 'em (Ad Jack i3 alive and 
hearty; ^ 

^ ' I remain your ioviilg friend, 

; CfAW. rACK DOWNING- 



XET-rtlR XXXIX. 

Tke Cdptain*^ actonnt of his having run express 

^ from Baltimore to Washingfon\ with news from 

Pennsylvania^ His inttrrimtions by Gates and Duff 

Green^ and his reception of and protection by the 

President. t 

— Washiflgton City, Nov. 5, 1852. 

%t ^ 

■^0 the editor of thQ Portlaii4 Courier, in the Ifiiariners* C^m*ch 
building, 2d story, eastern side, Fore Street, Portland, away 
dbwn east, in the State of Maine.v 

My d»ar 9L0 FftiENb.-^Here 1 am back i^iu tO; 
Washington, though I've be^i a» far aa Baltimore oa 
my way down ea^t to see you aoid the rest of my undes 
and aidnts^and couzios. And ^tat do yott thiiiK I 

risted back to Washington for? I can teU yqp. When 
pA to Baltimore I met an express coming on^ ^1 
ditsel fmte Philadelphy, to car ty the news to Wt^^ 
inj^os tfiat , Pen»8)rfvanta had gone all hollo*r fw oM 
Hickory's second ejection, ^he poor fellow that was 
aairying it had got o^ of breath, that he declared be 
couldn't go n6 farther H the Presidient never beaid ^ 
•f i^ .. * • .. ^ ■ ... - ■ .. — ,1 , .• • 

$ I 
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WeH, thiiika^I^ it will be wortk a j^mej bacjk to 
iy«ihiDgtOD,i jest to fee the old gineral's eyeMtrike 
fire when he hears of it. Sst saye I, I'll take it aod 
carry U on for jjn if y#i'are a mioid to. He^kind of, 
hesitated at first, aod was afraid I might play a trick . 
ii|^ htmi but when he^ found out my tiame waa Jack 
Ilownjiligf he jumped oft* his horse quick eaough; I'll 
trust it with you, says he, as quick as I would withth^ 
President himself So I jumped on and whipped up. 
And sure eno]Ligh, as true asyo^o^^ alive, I did get to 
lyashington before dark, though I had but three limira 
to go it int and its nearly forty miles. It was th^ 
smartest, horse that ever I backed, eicept one that be- 
longs^ the President. Bot, poor fellow, he's so done 
ttt f guess he'll never mp another express. Jest before 
I got to Washington^ say about two miles from the i^tj^ 
tteppor fellow keeled tip endtoutd n't go anotheir> 
step. I had lost ncy hat on the way and was too much 
in a hurry to pick it up, a^nd he had thrown me oflT 
twice and torn mj coat pt^tty bad, 69 that I didn't 
locSc very trig to co through, the city or to the Presi- 
dent's house, mt notwithstai^ding, I knew the Pres^ 
ident would overlook it^ considerin the business I was 
coming' upon , so I catched the expne^s and pulled foot^^ 
r^ht Uiroogh Pennsylvapia Avenue, without any hat, 
apd torn coat sleeves and coat.t&il nying. The stage 
offered^, to carry me, but I thought I wouldn't stop 
forU. 

Ali»ost ths first person I met was Mr. Dnffijreen. 
Saya:he, Capt. Dowi^ing, that's the matter? J held 
up tSe ex(»^ss and shook it at him, but never ftnawered 
him a word^and pulled on. He turned and walked a» 
fast as be could without running, and followed me«^ 
Prettv soon I met Mr. Gales ot the Intelligence., and ^ 
Baya he, fi^* mercy sake. Captain Xlowning, wljat'^ tte 
nuttter i Have you beed chased by a wolf^fiovernor 
I^ston, or have you spt news £rom Pennsylvama^-^ 
I did n't turn to the right nor lertf but1»hopk the ei^^ 
press at him aod run like wild-fire* * 
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When 1 came up to the'^President'j* house, the old 
gentleman was Ending in the doofC He stuped quick- 
er thito I ever see him before, and met ine at the gate. 
Sajs he, mjr dear {riend DowtfiHe^ what's the matter ? 
Has the United States BankI b^eh tvjing to bribe yon, 
and jou are trying to run away firom 'em? Hiey «aay 
Iwy over Webstfer and Clay aiid such trash, bat I knew 
if they touched you they would get the wrong pig by 
the ear. As he said this. Duff Green hove in sightr , 
puffing an d bowing, fuU speed. 

Oh, said tl^ President, DufT Green wants to have a 
Hckat jrou, does he? WeH dont retreat another step, 
Mr. Bowning, I'll stand between you and harm. Upon 
that he. called his boy and told him to bring his pistols 
iin a moment By this time I made out to get breath 
enough jest to sa/P^nnsylvany, »nd to shake the ex- 
press at him. The old Wn^s colour changed in a min- 
ute. Says he, come in, Mr. Downing, come in, set 
do^, dont say ^ word to DuflT. So in w^ wejit, an'd 
shut the door. Now, says the President, looking as 
though be would I'out a regiment in five minutes, now 
Ibeak and let me kttow whether I am a dead man o^ 
aiire. 

Oilieral, says I, its all over, with -*— - 1 wont hear a 
word of it, says he, stompingMs foot His eyes fi^- 
ed fire, so that I trembled and almost fell backwards* 
But I see he didn't understand me. Dear gineral, 
says I, its all over w»th Clay and the Bank — at that he 
clapt his hands and jumped up like a boy. I never see 
the President jump before, as much as I've been ac- 
quainted ^ith him. In less than a minute he looked 
eatirely like another man. . His eyes were as calm and 
as bright as the moon jest coming out from behind i 
black thtttider cloud. 

He clenched my hand and ^ve it such a shake^ I 
did n^t know'bnt he would pull it off. Says he. Jack, 
I knew Pennsylvaay never would 'desert me, and if she 
has gone for me I'm safe. And now if I dcmt make 
titem^ are Bi^nk chaps hug it, my name is n't An^w 
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Jaclu^Q. And after all/ Jack, I sdnt so glatf ott mj 
O.WB accoitat, tliat Vm re-elected, an I am tor the eotm- 
try^and Mr. Vaa BareoV accouu^f and we shall get 
him in now to be PreaHfc^nt ^er me. Ami jou know, 
lack, that he's^ the onl^ J*ad M'ter me^ that's fit to gov- 
ern this country. - ,^ . 

The President has made me promise to stop and 
a|^nd the night with him, and help him rejoice«veir the 
victory* ; Btit I have n't time to write any more before 
the mail goes. , A 

Ymir loring friend, W 

- CAPT. JACK BOWING. 



' LETTER'XL. 

Tf^e^mnxommiasioned 08 Major, at^dappoinM to 
1 march agcdnst tke nidl{fier3. 

Washingtqh Cityj Dec. 8, 1882. • 
To the Editor of the Portland Courier, in the Mariners' Chiffrtt 
c bmidii^« second «toiy, eai^teni end, Fore Street, Povtland^ 
ItW&y down east, la we ^tate of Maioe, 

^ My DEAft QLD Fribnb.— I belicve the last time i 
wrote to jrou, was when I come back with the express 
from Baltimore^ and Duff Green chased me so through 
the street to finJd out what I was bringing, and the Pre-^ 
sident thought he was running to get a lick :at me, and 
called fort Kis pistols to stand between meand barm^ 
yo\i know. Well, I intended to turn right about again 
after I had made the old gentleman's heart j^imp up by 
telUag hi(m that he had got Pennsylvany and w6ula be 
ejected as ^i|re as eggs was bacon* and make the bested 
n^ wiy towards Portland* For you cant think. how 1 
U^ag to see you find jo^^^le Joshua and ant Kjeaiah and 
.o#Wtt %hwm 9iVA co^w^ N^bbgr ^ 9^1 \h^ r«8t of 
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the dear souls^up in Downingville. It <eein$ as though 
It was six jears instead of six months sifice, I left that 
part of the country, and when I shall be able to g^t^ack 
again is more than I can te\\ now $ for I find when a 
man onfce gets into public life he never can say his 
dftie is his owo^^ he ihust always Stand ready to to 
whe4*e his country^ calls. The long atod the short of tt 
is, the President h^ got So miny oOier fia[h^for ftie to 
fry, it's no use for me to think of going home yet 
That eveningAfter I got back with the express, the pre-. 



$i4emt said wFmust honor this victory in Pennsylvany 
With- a glass of wine. I am sure, said he, Capt Down- 
ing, you will liave no objection to take a glass with me 
en this joyful occasion. I told him, as for that matter, 
I su(^s^ I oould take a glass of wine upon. a pinch, 
ev^n if the ocbasioa was not half so joyful. So Ae had 
two or three bottles full brought in, and filled up the 
'glasses^ And now, saVs the president, I will give yott 
a; toast. The s^tate of Pennsylvania, the most patriotic 
state in the Union i for thbugh I go against all hef 
sreat public interests, still she votes for me by an over- 
^ehtiing majority. ' 

He then called for my. toast. And what could I 
grv^ but my near Native Downingville J the mOstgi- 
nuin unwavVing democratic reputilican town in N'ew 
Endand. ' 

Good, said the president ; and that DoWniogviHe has 
never been rewarded yet. You Aall have a post office 
established there, and name to me which of your friends 
you would like should be post-master, and he shdl be 
appointed. / 

The president then gave his second toast | Martin 
Van Buren, the next president of the United States, 
and file only man in the country that is fit for it Capt. 
Downing, your todst if you please. So I gave Uncle 
Joshua Downing, the most thorough going republican 
in Downingville. 

Good, silid th^ prestdeAt, I understand you, Ca^n 
Downii^ j your uncle Jo^a shall have im post office* 

2 I 
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Hii third toast was. tbe editor of the WA8hiiig|tQ» 
OUbe ; apd mine ^as the editor of the Fortli^nd Couiier. . 
Rut I told hip h« mustn't ask me for anj more toa^tst 
for that waa aa far as I coCif d go. ' 

The president toasted several mt>re of bis frieodst 
^eh as Major Eaton^ and Mn Kendally ami Mr. Lewis^ 
and the Hon. Isaac Hill, and so on^ till it got to^t^e 
prettj late in the evening, and I told the p[:esidej)t 1 
woold be glad it be would excuse me, for I wanted ta 
start early in the morning on mj way ii^sn East, and 
1 thpughti shoald feel better it' I could pt a little pap 
farst. 1 And besides I had got to so and get tl^e old ladjr 
that osed to do my washing and mendings to^patcH^ up 
my coat that got such a terrible shipwreck by being 
thrown oft' the horse with the express. , _ 

Star tdpwnEa$»t to-morrow a)orning,0^pi Downing^ 
li^d he, yott must not think of it I have aor important 
aiMl delicate job on hand which 1 cant get along witl^ 
' "Tery well without you r assistance. There^s that mise* 
rable ambitious Calhoun has been trying this doz^en 
years to be president of the IJnited States } but he can't 
make out, so now he is determined to Jop(^a few ff 
theaoathern states and make himself president of them, 
But if he don't find himself mistaken my name is n't 
Andrew Jackson* As he said this he started up on Ma 
teet, and begun to march across the floor with a verjp 
ioldier-like step, and his eyes fairly flashedfire. Not 
said he, Capt. Downing, he must wait till somebody 
$Ise is president besides me before he oan do that Let 
htm nu>Ye an inch by force in this business, if he dares. 
I '11 chase him as far as beyond Tennessee as it is from 
ti^fe there, but what Til catch him and string him i^ by 
the neck tatbe ftfst tree I can find- * 

I must send some troops out there to South Caroli a 
to^ Fec^c^nmtre and keep nmttera strait, and your gallant 
defence of Madawaska last winter points you out as ihe^ 
most auitable man to take the command* I shall give 
jMk. i9i^*a CQaMai*$iflin'to-morrowt and wish you to 
^i|t,twa or t)]^oe c<»npaDie» of brave volunteers aB4 
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hold joarself in reaiUness to obey orders, ^h cane we 
sbottid have to come to a reaT hrash^ ^id the pre^dentt 
shall take eemmand mjseiff and make you heutenant- 
generai . But I wish you to bear in mind^ let .what will 
come, oever to shoot that Calhoun. Shootiilg is too 
gocKl for him. He must dance upon nothingi witii^ a 
mpe round his neck. 

As^ for your coat, C apt. Downing, dont trouble the 
old lady with it It looks as though it had seen service 
enough alreadv^. I'll give you one of mine to wear till 
you have tiniPto get a suit of regimentals made. I told 
hifki I felt a little uneasy about taking the command 
among strangers, unless I could havov mr Downingvijle 
company with me. Send for them, said the president, 
by all means, send for tbem. There are no troops 
equal to them except it is some of the boys from Ten^ 
nessee. So I shall foKhwith send orders to Sargeant 
Joel to march 'em on here. As I am to have my com- 
rnkvion to-morrow, I shall venture \o subscribe myself 
y«nf frien49 

MAJOR JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER XU. 

Uncle JoakuaU account^ of the tussle at DoumingvUle wt 
endeavouring to keep the Federalists front praising 
thepresidenVs dnti-nuUifythg PtoclamcUion* 

Downingville, State of Maine, Dec. 2/, 18Sg. 

To Major Jack Downing, at Washin^on CitVi or if ^e i» 

gone to South Carolina I wont President Jackson to send 
lis along tu him. 

Mv DKAii NEFru,-^We had almost gin you up for 
dead, yott bad been gone so Ions, before we ffot your 
letter in the Portland Courier teUing how you had been 
aw»y to Tenpessee along with .ri^dent Jackson^ 
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Your popr mooter had pined away so that die had 
nothtfig^t, seeming;ly, but skiit and boneg, and^yo«r 
cousin Nabby had cried her eyts half out ol her head> 
poor girL nut when ^e Portland Courier came bring- 
ing that are letter of journ, Downingville was in a 
complete uproar all day. Sargent Joefhad oome home 
from Madawaska and dismissed your compan j^and gone 
to work in the woods chopping wood. But as soon at 
he heard your letter had come, he dropped his la, and I 
dont think he's touched it since ; and h« put on his 
re^mentals and scoured up the old pieift of a scythe 
that he used to have for a sword, and stuck it into his 
waistbandt and strutted about as big as a major ^ineral 
Your mother begun to pick up her crums immediatelyt 
rand has been Rowing tat ever since. 'And Nabby run 
about bovA house to house like a ct-azy bed^Hig, telling 
^em Jack was alive and was agoing to build up Downing* 
ville and make something of it yet. 

^e ffotyourJast letter and the President's Procla- 
mation both together, thougl^I see your letter was. writ* 
ten two days first That proclamation is a cajntal 
thing. You know IVe made politics my study for for- 
ty years, and I must say it's the most ginuin repnblicafir 
thing I ever come acrost But what was most provok- 
ing about it, was, all the old federalists in town 
undertook to praise it tu. Squire Dudley, you know, 
wa^ always a tederalist^ ai;id an Adanis man tu. I met 
him the next day after the Proclamation come^ and he 
was chock full of the matter. Says he, Mr. Downing, 
that*ProclamatiDn is jest the thing. It's the tt-Ue con- 
stitutional doctHne. We all support the President in 
this business through thick and thin. 

My dander began to rise, and I could n't hold in any 
longer. Says I squire Dudley shut up your clack, or 
Pll knock your clam-shells together pretty quick' It's 
got to be a pretty time oi day indeed, if, after we've 
worked 80 hard, to get Pre^dent Jackson in, jou Fed- 
eralists are going to undertake to praise hiaproclama- 
tion^ as mneh as ^ugh he was your own Presideat— 
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YouVe a right to grumble and fied fault with it as mueh 
as jou iike^ bat dont let ine hear you say another woi^d * 
40 favor of it, if you d6 I'll "make daylight shine through 
you. The old man hauled in his horns and marched 
off looking shamed enough. 

The next day we concluded to have a public meeting 
to pass resolutions in favor of the Proclamation. / was 
appointed chairman. The federal party all come flock- 
ing round and wanted to come in and help praise the 
President. We told 'em no; it was our President, and 
our Proclamation, and they must keep their distance^ 
So We shut the doors and went on with our resolutions; 
hy and by the Federal party be<2;an to hurra for Jackson 
outside tbe house. At that I told Sargent Joel and 
your cousin Ephraim »nd two or three more of the 
youQg democrats to go out and cleat the coast of them 
arfi fellers.v And they went^wt and Sargent Joel drew 
hiia piece or a scythe and went at ^m and the Federal- 
ists run like a flock of sheep with a do^ after 'em. So 
we finished our resolutions without getting a drop of fe- 
defAlisJ^d mixed with 'em, and sent 'em on to the Presi- 
dent ,by Sargent Joel. He got his company together 
last week, and they filled their knapsacks with^ bread 
und «asages and doe-nuts, and started for, Washington 
a/ecordiug to your orders. 

1 was glad to see that hint in your letter about a post 
office here. We need one very much. And if the 
President should think I ought to have it, being I've 
always been such a good friend to him, whyyou know> 
Jackt I'm always ready to serve my country. * 
So I remain your loving uncle, 

JOSHU^ DOWNING. 

P.9. If the Pre^dent should n't say any thing more 
about the post office, I think you had better name it to 
him ag;ain before you go to South Carolina; for if any 
thing shonld happen to you there, he might never da 
nny more about it. 
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LETTER XLII. 

Sargent Joel with hh company arrivet at Washington* . 
Km account oj Gen. Btatr^afraca with Duff" Green. 

WftshingtoA Citj, Jan. 4 1883. 

To my dear Cousin Epbraim Downing, what wi^tches the 
Legislater, at Augusta, away down east, in the State of 
Maine, \^bDe I stay here and Ipok arter Congrem and the 
President 

Dear CotjsiN^— Sai^nt Joel got here day biefbre 
yesterday, with my hearty old cotnpany of Dovnlug- 
yitle boys, that went down to Mad aivaska with riie laat 
\^inter. They cut ratter a curious fimire marching 
through P^nnsylVany Avenu. One half of 'em had 
w^rn their shoissout so that their toes stuck out like the 
heads of so many young turkles, and t'other half ^ had 
holes through their knees or elbows, and Sargent Joel 
marched ahead of 'em s^v/inging his piecis of an old 
scythe for a sword, and inquiring of every one he mfet 
for Major Jack Downing. They all told him to keep 
along till he got to the President's house, which was 
the biggest house in the city except the Congress house, 
and there he would Ind me. 1 and the President were 
setting by the window in the great east room; locking 
out, and talking about Mr. Calhoun and so on, when 
the^President begah to stare as though he saw aci^ta- 
mount 

He started U|)on his feet, and^ays he. Major Down- 
ing, if my eyes dont deceive me there's Nullification 
now coming Mp Pennsylvany Avenu. He begun to cdl 
for his pistols, and to tell his men to fasten up the doors 
whea I looked out, and I knew Joel's strut m a minit 
Says I, dear Gtneral that's no nulliflcationy but it's ^ 
what'll put a stopper on nullification pretty quick if it 
once geta to South Carolina. If a my Downingville 
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Cbmpai^ commanded br Samnt J<iel. At thut the 
President looked more {Measea than I'fe seen him be- 
fore Bince he got th« news of the Yote of Pennsjlvanj* 
He ordered 'em into the efast room, and gave 'em a§r 
much as thej eould eat and diink of the best the house 
affords* He has t jund quarters for 'em in the netgh- 
boiirhood, and says we must be readj to march forSouth 
Carolina whenever he says the word. 

But I 'II teli you what 'tis, cousin Ephraka, I b^n 
to grow a little kind of wamble cropt about going to 
South Carolina, arter all. If they've got many such 
feli^rs there as one Gineral Blair there is here from 
that State, I 'd sooner take mv chance in the woods 
forty jaarles above Downingville, fighting bears and 
wolves and catamounts, than come within gun-shot of 
one of these Cardina giants. He 's a whaler of a feller, 
as big as any two men in Downingville. Th^ say he 
wei^^ver three hundred pounds. About a week 
as^o^e met Gineral Duff Green in the street and he 
fell i^oui of him with a great club and knocked him 
down, and broke his arm and beat him almost to death 
Jest because be got mad at something Mr. Green said 
in his paper. And what makes me ^l more skittish 
about getting into the hands of such chaps, is, because 
he says 4ie could n't help it He says all his friends 
persuaded him not tomeddie with Gineral Green, and 
he tried as hard as he could to let him alone, but he 
^ found himself unequal to the effort' So Green like to 
got killed* 

The folks here sot out to carry him to court bout it, 
but he said he would n't go, and so he armed himself 
with four pistols and two dirks and a great knife, and 
iuud he 'd shoot the first man that touched him. Last 
night he went to the Theatre with aH bis arms and coa- 
trements about him. And after he sot there a spell, 
and all the folks were looking to see the play go on, he 
draws out one of his pistols and fires it at the players. 
Then there was a dreadful uproar. They told him he 
must clear out about the (Juickett But he sud if 
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tiieyM let turn alone he 'd behave likeii gftntlemaB. So 
thev went oft with the play again. 

l^y and by he draws out another pistol and points it 

towards the phiyei s. At that there was a whole parcel 

of 'em seized him and draped him out into another 

room, big as he w&s. But prnttj soon he got upon his 

feet, and begun to rave like a mad ox. He pulled off 

his coat and threw it down^ and declared he'd fight the. 

wiflole boodle of 'em. The constables were k\l so fright- 

n^ and nobody dared to go a near 

i down a littfe, when «on|e of his 

away to a tavern. Now as lor 

ina to fight such chaps as these^ 

^ktioftgotograssandeat mtiilen., 

le when he left Downingville yon 

) with apples and one thing anotner 

to go down to Augusta to peddle 'em out; and that 

you was a going to stay there while the Legisiater folks 

were there. So I thought it would be a good plan for 

you and I to write to one another about once a week or 

tOy how matters get along. 

Give my love to the folks tip in Downiilgville when- 
ever vou see 'em.. 
So \ remain your having Cousin, 

MAJOR JACK DOWNINe* 
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LETTER XLIII. 

Tin Major^s op^uon abovt NtdiificoHon^ and his wn- 
gular Uiustration of it. 

f 
Washington Citj, Jan. I7r 1^33. 

To the editor of the Portland Courier, in the Mariners* Church 
Building, second story, eastern end, Fore street, away down 
east in State of Maine. 

My kind and dbar old Fribnd*— The President's 
Message to Congress makes cracking work here. Mr. 
Calhoun shows his teeth like a lion. Mr. McDuf&e is 
cool as a cowcumber, though they say he's got a terrible 
tempest inside of him, that he Ml let out before long. 
For my [)art I think the President's Messi^e is about 
right. . I was setting with the President in the east 
room last nighty chatting about one thin^ and another, 
and the Presid ^nt says he. Major Dtowning, have you 
read my message that I sent to Congress to day. I 
told him I had n't. Well, Gays he, I should like to 
have you read it and give me your opinion upon it. So 
he handed it to me and I sot down and read it through. 

And when I got through, now says I Gineral I'll tell 
you jest what I think of this ere business. When I was 
a youngster some of us Downingville boys used to go 
down to Sebago Pond every spring and hireoutu month 
or two rafting logs across the Pond. And one time I 
and cousin Ephraim, aiid Joel, and Bill Johnson, and 
two or three more of us had each a whapping great log 
to carry across the Pond. It was rather a windy day 
and the waves kept the logs bobbing up and down pretty 
considerable bad, so we asreed to bring 'em alongside 
and side and lash 'em together and drive som^'thole-pins 
in the outermost logs and row 'em over together* We 
went along two or three miles pretty well . But by and 
liy Bill Jcmnson began to complain. He was always an 

K 
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uneasjT harumsearum sort of a chap. Always thoaght 

' every body else bad an easier time than he bad, aod 

when he was a boy, always used to be complaining that 

. the other boys haa mor« butter on their bread than he 

had. Well, Bill was rowing op the leward side, and be 

tieguii to fret and said his side .went the hardest, and 

' he would n't give lis any peace till one of us changed 

sides with him. 

Well Bill had n't rowed but a little ways on the wind- 
ward side before he began to fret again, and 4eclarQd 
that side went harder than 'tother, and he would n't 
touch to row on that si«ie any longer. We told him he 
had his choice, and he should n't keep changing so. But 
he only fretted the more and begun to get mad. At last 
he declared if we didn't change with him in five minutes, 
heM cut the lashings and take his log and paddle oil* 
alone. And befgire we liad hardly time to turn round, 
he declared the five minutes were out, and up hatchet 
and cut the lashiugs, and away went Bill on his o^n log, 
bobbingand rolling ab6ut, and dancing likea monkey to 
try to keep on the upper side. The rest of us scrabbled 
to as well as we could, and fastened our logs together 
again, though we had a tuff match for it, the wind blew 
so hard. Bill had n't gone but a little ways before his 
log begun to role more and more, and by and by in he 
went splash, head and ears. . He came up puffing and 
blowing, and got hold of the log and tried to climb up on 
to it, but the more he tried the more the log rolled; and 
finding it would be gone goose with him pretty soon if 
he^taid there, he begun to sing dht like a loon for us to 
come and take him. We asked him which side he would 
row if we would take his log into the raft again* 0, 
says Bill, Pll row on either side or both sides if you 
want me to, if you'll only come and help me before I 
sink. 

But, said the President^ I hope you did n't help the 
foolish rascal out till he got a pretty good soaking. He 
got soaked enough before w^e got to him^ says I, for he 
was jest ready to sink for the last time, and our logs 
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come pesky near getting scattered, and if they ha 
should all gone to the bottom together. And now i 
era!, this is jest what I think: if you let South Carolina^ 
cut the lashings you'll see such a log-rolling in this 
country as you never see yet. The old Gineral started, 
up and marched across the floor like a boy. Says he, 
Major Downing, she sha'nt cut the lashings while my 
name is Andrew Jackson. Tell Sargent Joel to have 
his company sleep on their arms every night. I told 
him they should be ready at a moment's warning. 

I wish you would jest give cousin Ephraim up to Au- 
gusta a jog to know why he dont write to m^ and let me 
know how the Legislater is getting along. 
I remain your loving friend, 

MAJOR JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER XLIV. ^ 

Major Douming^s account of poKticah^pr^mises, and 
their peculiar value, 

Augusta^tate of Marne, Jaa^^O, 1833. 

To the Editor of the Portland Courier, that we takoiup in 
Downingville^ dear sir, I want you to send this on to 6ousin 
Jack to Washington City, 'cause he told me you would 
. 0end it and not chargaany postage. * >• 



To Major Jfflb Dovming. 

Dear cousmi^Hsy — ^I got your letter some time ago, 
butt \ had n't time ti^ans^^er it afore now, because I had 
to go back up to Downingville to get another load of 
apples. These LegisUter folks cronch apples down by 
the wholesale betweea speeches, and sometimes in the 
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middle of speeches to. That arternoon thatM»« Olark 
spoke all day, 1 guess 1 sold nigh tipon a half a bushel 
fw cash, and trusted but most three pecks besides. The 
tolk^ up to Dovvningville are all |>i*etty well, only your 
poor old moUier; she '8 got the^reuioatics prwttj bad 
I hi* winter. She says she- wishes with all her heart 
J'ivl^ would come home, and not think of going to South 
Candina. Ever since fehe heard about Gineral Blair 
ahe cant hardly sleep nights, she 's so ^Iraid you Ml get 
shot. I tell her there^s no dauger of you as long as 
you have President Jackson 'one side of y<|U and 8er. 
•gent Joel 'tother. 

The Legislater is jogging along here pietty well; I 
guess thcy'll,gct through about t^ie first of March, if 
they dont have too many boundary questions come 
along. We made some Major Ginerals here Mother 
day, and I tried to get you elected. Not because I 
thought you cared much about tlie office now. but je?t 
for the 'honor of Do.vningville. I tried n>ost all ihe 
members, and thought to be sure you Wjould come in a$ 
slick ad greese. For about forty of 'em told me they 
thought it belonged to you. They said it was against 
their principles to pledge their votes to any body; but 
they whtsp(?f^ in my ear that they wouldw what they 
' could^ and they had n't scarcely a doubt but wlmt you'd 
be elected. Sixty eight of '>em told me you was the 
best mofiforjL and would undoubtedly be chosen as a 
matter of cwffie. And tv\«^60yfive of 'em promised me 
rights up and dowA*' by the brook of the elbow, that they 
wouhl vote for you. . 

Well Jack, after Ml tins, you did n^t get but two 
vole by that time I begun tt) thinjpt was n't so strange 
that it took two years hew-d fishi^glbBfore you couU 
get an office. ^ - - • vF 

■ Thisjs the most democratic jLegtOTWr that they have 
ever had in this state yet. They arje^ost all real ghi- 
win democrats and they give Mr Holmes and Mr 
Sprague a terrible bailing for being federiists^ and they 
have turned Mr Holmes out and put Mr. Sheplej irf. 
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The Legislater is talking of moTing tbe seat of »>v- 
ernment back to Portland again. Tnej say it will be 
better all round. Thej wont have to go so tur throngh 
the snow-drifts to their boarding houses, and wont have 
to pay much more than half so much for their board .--<- 
And here they have to pay four pence apiece %yfefj 
time they are shaved $ but in rortland they can 
set shavecL by the half dozen for three cents apiece. I 
hope they will go, for I can get more foiv my apples in 
Portland than I can here. 

P. S. Bill Johnson was married last week, and he 
quarrelled with his wife the very nest day. So you see 
he is the same old sixpence he used to be. He says he 
'II send a petition to the Legislater to be divorced, and 
he declares if they dont't grant it, he '11 cut the lashings 
as he did once on the raft on Sebago Pond, sink or 
swim. 

« N. B. Uncle Joshua wished me to ask you to asfc the 
President about ^that post office again, as his commis- 
sion has n't come yet. 

I remain your loving Cousin, 

EPHRAIM DOWNING. 
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LETTER XLV. 

7iy Mc^or ascends to the top of Congress house and 
fisiens to set if he can hear ii^e guns in South Cttro- 
Una — Ac converges with the president about the news- 
* pc$p€r slanders. 

VVfishington City, Feb. 1, 183a 

To tlie editor of the Portland Court^r, .in Manners* Cbuich 
Building second gtory* eastern end, Foie Street away iown 
east, in the State of iVduine. 

My De.\r Fkiend. — ^This is nullification day, and 
it's most night, nnd I aint dead, yet, and hant been 
ihot at once to-day. I got up this morning as soon as 
i|; \va* lij^ht, and went out and looked away towards 
South Carolina, and listened as hard as I could to see 
if I could hear the guns crackin and the cannons roarin. 
jBut it was all still as a mouse. And I've been up top 
the Congress house five or six times to-dav, and listen- 
ed and listened^ but all the firing I could hear was in- 
side the Congress house itself, where the members 
were shooting their speeches at each other. I had my 
company all ready this morninoj with their dinners in 
their nap$acks, to start as quick as we heard a single 
gun. We shant go till we hear something from these 
nuUifiers, for the president says he aint agoing to begin 
the scrape, but if tlie nullifiers begin it, then the hard- 
est must fend off. 

Yesterday a friend handed roe a coupte^of papers 
printed at Hallo well away down pretty near to Au- 
gusta in the state of Maine, called the American Advo- 
cate, and £ found something, in 'em that made me as 
niad as March hair. The first one mentioned that Capt 
Dow was chosen mayor of Portland, and then sdd, he 
is the reputed author of the Jack Downing letters that 
have been puUtshed in the Portland Courier. The 
other paper that was printed two or three^days after- 
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wards, §Aid Mr. Dow the raayor of Portland is not the 
author of Jack Downing's letters ; they are written bjr 
Mr. Seba Smith, the Editor of the Portland Courier. 
Now, Mr, Editor, my good old friend, is n't this too 
bad? I hav*5 n't come acrost any thing that made me 
feel so wamblecropt this good while. Jest as if Major 
Jack Downing could n't write^his own letters. 

I've been to school, put it altogether, off and on^ 
more than six months , and though I S2y it myself, I 
always useil to be called the best scholar among the 
boys in Downingville, and most always used to stand 
at i\\t head of my class. I'd been through Webster's 
spelling-book before I was fifteen, and before I was 
twenty 1 could cypher to the rule of thrt»e. And noW 
to have it said that I dont write my own letters, is too 
bad. It's what 1 call a rascally shame. I was so boil- 
ing over with it last night, that I could n*t hold in ; and 
so I took the papers and went in and showed them to 
the president. 1 always go to the president when I 
have any difficulty, antJ when he has any he comes to 
me; so we help one another along as well as we can. 
When the president had read it, says he. Major Down- 
11^, it'^%trange to see how this world is given to lying. 
The pnblic papers are beginning to slander you jest as 
they always do me. I have n't written scarcely a pub- 
Jicclocument since I've been president, but' What it's 
been laid off to Mr. Van Buren, or Mr. McLane, or 
Mr. Livingston, or Mr. Taney, or somebody or other. 
And how to help this slanderous business I don^t know. 
But it' ijor, that's certain. Some- 

times 1 make Congress pass a law 

that ei i I dont wnte my proclama- 

tions a it you dont write your let- 

ters, 6 s and types ; and if that 

cU»nt s daU be struog up by the 

neck ^ y. 

And , J wish you would jest give 

that Hallowell man a hint to mind his own p's and 
q's in future^ and look otit for his neck. And aa you 
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know very well that I do write mj own. letters, I 
would thank you jest te tell the public so* 
I remain your sincere and loving friend, 

MAJOR JACK DOWNING 



LETTER XLVL 

Cousin Ephraim explains the science of land specula- 
tion. 

Augusta, State of Maine, March, 4, 1833. 

To Major jack Douming^ at President Jackson's house 
in Washington City. 

Dear Cousin Jack, — The Legislater folks have all 
cleared out to-day one artcr t'other jest like a flock of 
sheep^ and some of 'em have left me in the lurch tu, for 
they cleared out without paying me for my apples. 
Some of 'em went off in my debt as much as twenty 
cents, and some ninepence, and a shilling, and so on. 
They all kept telling me when they got paid off, they'd 
settle up with me. And so I waited with patience till 
they adjotfrned, and thought I was as sure of my money 
as though it was in the Bank. " 

But, mypatience, when they did adjourn, such a hub- 
bub I guess you never see. They were flying about 
from one room to another, like so many pigeons shot in 
the head, ^fhey run into Mr. Harris' room and clawed 
^e money off of his table, hand over fist. I brushed up 
to some of 'em, and tried to settle. I come to one man 
that owed me twelve cents, and he had a ninepence in 
change, but he would n't let me have that, because he 
should lose a half cent So, while we were bothering 
about it, trying to get it changed, the first I knew the 
rest of 'em had got their money in their pockets and 
.were off like a shot, some of 'em in stages, and some in 
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»Iei^;h8^ and some footing it. I out and followed after 
'em, but ^twa» no use; I could n't catch one of 'em. 
And as for my money, and apples tu, i guess I shall 
have to whistle r>r 'em now. Its pesky hard, for I owe. 
four atid hixpence here yet for my board, and I've paid 
away every c<?nt I 've got for my apples, and dont know 
but I shall have to come down with another load to clear 
out my expenses. Howsomever, you know uncle Joshua 
always told us never to cry for spilt milk, so I mean to 
J)old my head up yet. 

I d(mt know but I shall have to give up retailing ap- 
ples, I meet with so many head-flaws about it. f was 
thinking that, soon as the Legislater adjourned, I'd take 
a load of apples and apple-sass, and a few sassages, and 
come on to Washington, and go long with your company 
to South Carolina. But they say Mr. Clay iias put a 
stopper on that nullification business, so that its ten 
chances to one you wont have to go* 

I dout care so much about the apple business after M; 
for I've found out a way to get rich forty times as fast 
as I can by retailing apples, or as you can by hunting 
After ai\ office. And I advise you to come right home, 
as quick as you can come. Here's a business going on 
here that you can get rich by. ten times as quick as you 
can in any office, even it you should get to be President. 
The President dont have but tweflty-tive thousand doU 
lars a year; butin this ere business that's goinon here, 
a man can make twenty -ftve thousand dollars in a week 
if he's a min J to, and not work hard neither. 

I spose by this time you begin to feel rather in a 
pucker to know what this business is. I Ml tell you: but 
you must keep it to yourself, for if all them are 
Washington folks and Congress folks should con[ie on 
here and go to dipping into iM'ni afraid they'd cut us all 
out. But between you and me, its only jest buyinff and 
selling land. Why, Jack, its forty times more, profitable 
than money digging, or any other business that you ever 
see, I knew a man here t'other day from Bangor, that 
made ten thousand dollars, and I guess he want more 
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than an tiottr about it Most all the folks here and down 
to Portland and Bangor have got their fortunes made, 
and n6w we are beginning to take hold of it up in th^ 
country. 

They 've got a slice up in Downingville,and I missed 
it by being down here selling apples, or I should had a 
finger in the pie. Uncle Joshua Downing, you know 
he's an old fox, and always knows where to jump; well, 
he see how every body was getting rich, so he went and 
bought apiece of a township up back of Downingyille, 
and give nis note for a thousand dollars for it And 
then lie sold it to uncle Jacob and took his note for two 
thousand dollars; and uncle Jacob sold it to uncle 
Zackary and took his note for three thousand dollars; 
and uncle Zackary sold it to uncle Jim, and took his 
note for four thousand dollars; and unckeJim sold it to 
cousin Sam, and toolf his note for five thousand dollars; 
and cousin Sam sold it to Bill Johnson, and took his 
note tor six thousand dollars. So you see there's five 
of 'em that want worth ninepence apiec£ before, have 
BOW got a thousand dollars apiece clear, when their 
notes are paid. And Bill Johnson's going to lo^ing.oft* 
of it, and they say he '11 make more than any oi 'em. 

Come home. Jack, come home by all means, if you 
want to get rich. Give uj) your commission, and think 
n.0 more about being P^esid;ent, or any thing else, but 
come home and buy land before its all gone. 
Your loving Cousin, 

EPHRAIM DOWNING. 

P.S. Did n't Mr. Holmes and Mr. Sprague look rather 
blue when they got the resolutions thai our Legislater 
passed, giving them such a mortal whipping? 
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LEITER XLVII. 

Major Downing^i account of the manner in which Mr. 
ulaypui a atop to thefusa in South Carolina^ and his 
paeijication bill to hush up the quarrds of the nuUiders, 

Washington City, March 10, IS35. 

To the editor of the Portland Courier, in the Mariners' 
Church building, 2nd story, •asteni end, Fore Street, away 
down east, in me State of Maine, to be settt to Cousin 
Ephrainf Downing, up in Downingville, cause I epoae he's 
-^oae home be^e this time from Augusta. 

Dear Cousin Ephraim, — I got your letter this morn- 
ing. It was a dhame for them are Legislater folks to 
skulk oft' without paying you for your apples* But 
they are the worst folks alxMit standing to their word 
that I know oft They Ve promised me an office more 
than twenty times, but some how or other, come to the 
case in hand, their votes always went for somebody 
else. But I dont care a fig for 'em as long as I 've got 
the President on my side, tor his offices are as fat again 
as the Legislater offices are* The President's offices 
wiU support a man pretty well if he does 'nt do any 
t^Dg at all. As soon as Mr. Clay's Tariff Bill pas- 
sed, the President called^ me into his room, and says 
he, Major Downing, the nullification jig is up. There'll 
be no tun for you m South Carolina now, and I guess 
you may as well let Sargent Joel march the company 
back to Downingville, and wait till somebody kjcks up 
another bobbery some where and then I' II send for 'em, 
for they are the likeliest company I 've seen since I 
went with my Tennessee rangers to New Orleans. 
And as fi>r you Major Downing, you shall stili hold 
your commission and be under half pay, holdinjg your- 
self in readiness to march at' a moment's warning and 
to fight whenever called for. 

So you see, Cousin Ephraim, I am pretty weH to live 
HI the world, without any of your land speculations or 
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apple delling dowQ east. I cant seem to see how 'tis 
they all make money so fast in that land^busine ss down 
there that jou tell about How could alt our folks and 
Bill Johnson and all of 'em there in Downingville make 
a thousand dollars a piece, jest a trading round among, 
themselves, when there ajnt fifty dollars in money, put 
it all together, in the whole town. It rather puzzles 
me a little. As soon. as I see 'em all get their thousand 
dollars cash in hand, I guess I Ml give up my commis- 
sion and come home and buy some land tu. 

But at present 1 think I rather have a bird in the 
hand than one in the4>ush. Our Congress folks here 
cleared out about the same time that your Legisl^ter 
folks did, and I and the President have been rather 
lonesome a few days. The old gentleman says I 
must n't leave him on any account 5 but I ^uess I shall 
start Joel and the company off for Downingville in a 
day or two. They 've got their clothes pretty much 
mehded up, and they look quite tidy. I should n't feel 
ashamed to see'em marched through any city in the 
United States. 

It is n't likely I .shall have any thing to do under my 
commission very soon. For some say there *ll be no 
more fighting in the country while Mr. Clay lives, if 
it should be a thousand years. He's got a master knack 
of pacifying folks and hushing up quarrels as you ever 
see. He's stopt all that fuss in South Carolina, that you 
know was jest ready to blow the whole country sky 
high. He stept to 'em in Congress and told 'em what 
sort of a Bill to pass, and they passed it without hardly 
any jaw about it. And South Carolina has hauled in 
her horns, and they say she'll be a's calm as a clock 
now. And that is n't the only quarrel Mr. Clay has 
flopt Two, of the Senators, Mr. Webster and Mr. 
Poindexter, got as mad as March hairs at each other. 
They called each other some pesky hard names, and 
looked cross enough for a weeK to bite a board nail off. 
Well, after Mr. Clay got through ^with South Carolina, 
We took them in hand. He jest talked to 'em about five 
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vunutes, and they g^t nn and went aiid shook' bandar 
with ea<h othep, and iooKed as loriiig as two brothers^ 

Then Mr. Holmes got up and went to Mr. ChtjT, and 
almost « with tears in his eyes asked hii»if he would n't 
be so kind as to settle a Kttte difficulty there was be- 
tween him and his constituents, so they might i^ect 
hioQL to Congress again. And I believe some of the 
other Senators asked for the same faror. 

So as there is Ujcely to be peace now all tonnd the 
house for some time to come, I? in in a kind of a quan^- 
dary what course to steer this summer.^ The Presi-^ 
dent talks of taking a journey down east this summer, 
and he wants me tb go with him> because I 'm acquaint- 
ed there, and can show him all about it* He has a 
great desire to eo as fur as Downingville, and^t ae- 
quainted with Uncle Joshua, who has always stuck by 
him in all weathers through thick and thin. The Pres- 
ident thinks uncle Joshua is one of the republican pil- 
lars of !^ew England, and says he shall always have 
the post office as long as he lives, and his chiiaren af- 
ter him. ^ . *t 

I rather guess on the whole I shall coiy^e oa that way 
this summer with the President. But wherever I go, 
I shall remain your loving cousin* 

MAJOR JACK DOWNINS* 

i, LETTER XLVm. 

The Majorca account of the consultation amongst the 
government on the question^ whether the President 

^ shines hands with the fideralistSy during hit joutnty 
down East^ 

£0, 1833. 

T" the Mariner^' 

d, Fore Street, 

it writ to you 
£d supinUlowA. 

I* 
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iMnrilk will begin tff feel % little fuswy ^ mbA bj^ §0 
l4t jest vnke yon a Kttle if it aint but tiro Ikes, to let 
fim know bow we get on here. I and the President 
ftoem to eii}oy oorselves pretty well tpgether, though ib 
.getting to be a littte lonesome sinee the Congress Tolles 
Went offhand Sargent Jdel elMred ont with my Down- 
uigvUle Company, Poor sools, t wonder if tbej hav^ 

£t home jet^ I haTe n't heard a word from 'eio. since 
ftj left here. I ym^ yon woald send up word to Bar- 
9B«nt loel to write to me ssid let me know how ^eygot 
along. Be can send his letter ^ your Currier, or get 
tfttde Joshua to frank it; ^ther way It wont coeinean^ 
ttun^. Now I think of U, i wish you would jest aak 
cotMin Nabby to ask uncle Joshtia to frank 'me on tt0» 
dr three pairr of stockings, for mine haive got terribly 
out at tfie'li^s. Hb cm do it jest I19 well as not; they 
make nothing here of franking a bushel basket full ^ 
great books to the western States. And they say Isofiie 
of the members of Coomsa used to frank their clcithea 
home l^ mail tu be wa£ed. 

I ana the President are getting ready t6 come on that 
way ftifi enmmer. We shall come as Ihr as Pdrtland, 
and I expect we shall go up to Downingyille; for tiie 
President says he must shake hands with uncle Jo^ua 
before be comes back, that Iftitthful old' republican who 
has stood by him throu^ thi9k and thin ever since he 
found he was going to %e elected President^ He will 

^either go up to DowningVille, 6r send for Uncle Joshua 

'to meet him at Portland- 

There is some troubie amongst us here a little, to 
know how we shall get along among the federalists 
when We come that way. 'Xliey say the federalists itf 
Massachusetts want tp keep the President all to them- 
selves when he comes there. But Mr. Van Buren says 
that '11 never do; he must stick to the democratic partjr; 
he may shake hafnds with a federalist once in a wnile if 
tiie democrats dont see him, but whenever there 's any 
democmts round heuMist n^t lool^ at afederaiist. Mr. 
McLanesnd Mf. Uvingst^ advibe him tother way.*«- 
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Tti«y tdi him heM better treat &« $illeraU$tB pretty 
civil) ^nd shake hands w\A. Mr. Webster as quick as 
he woald with unolie Joshua Dewning. And whenthejir 
give this ^vice Mr. Lewis and Mn Kendle hop right 
up as mad as march hairSf and tell him if he shakes 
hands with a single federattst while he is gone, tkedem* 
ocratic party wiU be ruined. And th^n the President 
turns to me and asks me what he had better do. And I 
tell him I guess he better go stnught ahead, and kee^ 
a sttiT upper lip, and shake nands with whoever he is a 
mind to«. 

Mr« Van Bure^l staid «dth us awhile at the Presi*^ 
dent's, but he's moved into a house now on Peiinsjivanj 
Avenue. Re's a fine slick man I can tell jou, and the 
President says he's the greatest man in Ameriea. He'a 
got the beat'em-est tongue that I ever see. If tou had 
a black bat on, he could go to. talking to jo^ mi in ten 
minutes he eould make jou think it was white. 

Give my love to our folks up in Downingvilte when 
jouthave a chance to send it to ^em^ andbelieve mt your 
old friend, 

MAJOR JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER XLIX. 

JU^or Doumin^ defends the Presickni wcdnsithe a8^ 
saulls 9f LteuL Jtanflo^hj an board the Cygnet 
steam boat, 

Oi 'Alemadrnt 

leetbasaa 

T oe^ church 

away down 

kind of 4 
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8h<ni!d burst the biler one spell $ and gpme of us^ t» 
it wasy got scalding hot Yoti «ee^ I and the presi- 
dent and > few more gientlemen got into the steamy 
boat this morning in go rovind . into old Yirgtnnj t(y 
heip^laj thQ foundation of a raonninent, so the; shoul(i 
n't foi-get ivho) Washington's mother was. 

When we got down along Ito Atexandna, the boat 
r the wharf awhile to let some 
while she lay there, I and the 
^of ?emsotin the cabin read- 
one another. The president 
reading a letter from uncle 
'him very strongly to.com^ 
le when he comes on that way- 
owning^ ikh uncle Jtisliua ot 
J republican as I knojv of any 
where. I would nt miss seeing him when I go dowi^ 
east for a whole year's salary. . , 

Saysl, yoiir honor, Downing;ville is the most thorougb 
gotB^ cepuhlicai^ town there is any wher^ in the east- 
^n country ; and you ought not to come back till 
yott have visited it^ J^3ti as I said that there was a 
stranger came into the cabin and stept along up to the 
presiaent, and begun to pull off his glove. I thou^t 
there was some mischief bruing, for his lips were kind 
of ^ulverV) and f did n't Like the looks of his eyed^^ 
a bit. But the president thought ^ was trying ta 
{;et his gloves off to shake hands with him, and the^ 
good old man is always ready to shake hand^ with & 
friend^ so he reached out his hand to hiin and smiled,, 
and toid him never to stand for the gloves, and the 
words waiit hardly out of his mouth when dab went one 
of ^e fellow^ hands slap into the president's face. 

In a moment I levelled mv umbrella at the villain's 
head, and ciysie pesky near fetching him to the floor. 
Two more gentlemen then clenched him by the collar 
and had him down aa quick as ever you bee a beef ox 
Idiocked down with an ax. In a minute there waa. a^ 
crowd roHndlmaA^k a&a 8«afm, of bee^^ 
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6<it,my stars,! wifihyoacQuld hfite seen the presi- 
dent jest at tbatmmute. If you ev€r dee a lion tjins 
d»wiiiisle;e|» and 2i, man come aloiig with a great club^atia 
tut bim a plot witball his loaightp and then see that lion 
spring oa his feet, a^dsee the fire flash in bis eyes, a^ 
hear him roar and ^shhis teetii^ you might ^ive some 
sort of a gtt^ss what kind of a harrycane we ha^ ef it. 

The oW Gineratl no sooner fek ^e fellow's paw ill 
his face tHan he sprung like a steel-trap, and catch^d 
his caoe and went athun. But thera was such a crowd 
'Of men there in a^ instant, that it was as siuch impos* 
stlAe to set through 'em as it was for the British to/get 
through nis pile of cotton wool bags at New-OHeanS. 
If it nad nH been for that, I dont think but he would 
have kicked the feller through the side of the steam- 
boat in two minute» 

However, somAow or other th^e rascal ^t hussled/out 
of the boat on to the whajrf, and fled like a dog that 
had been stealing sheep. Thejr have «ent some officers 
after him, but ivhere they will overtake him nobody 
knows. . ^ 

The president has got cleverly cpoled down again, 
and i/vt are going on.^ lay the foundation of the mon- 
ument 
^ My l€^e to all the good folks tip in^ Downingville. ^ 
In haste youjp old friend, - > 

MAlOfe JACK DOWNING. 



Letteji L. 

Major Douming ttlls how ht shook handBfor the Presu 
dent while at PhUadetpMcu onhistourd^wn E<ut. 

To in Dpwoinffyille, 

ii by my pld friend, 

' tl are and speojd. 

ne 10, 18$iJ ; 

coming on foil 

chii w^ st^rtdd, toV 



yGoogk 



get ft change t<r write a litlte tc^ y#tt; but wbe» we've 
been on the road I xxmldn't catc^ my breath li^utUjr lone 
enough to write mj namev we kept flying so fast^ and 
when w^ ntdde any atopy there wa» such a jam rQun4 ns^ 
there wasn't elbow room enough for a mlskeete'r tb t^nrnc 
jronnd withou^t knocking hi& Wings oiF. ; 

I'm no^ aliraid now we $hall get to BowDingrille be- 
fore this ktter does, so tiiat we shall be Hkeiy to catch 
you all in theisuds before you think of it. But 1 un- 
eerstand there n a ^h^lmat'/goes on^that way, and I 
ni/esa to send it by Aat, so I^n« in hopes you'tt getH 
timo enongh to bave the children's faces washed and 
their heads combed, and the gals get on their clean 
g" wfts. And if Sargent Joel could have time\ enough 
to calloQit ni^y dd Downingviile Company and get their 
uniform brushed wp a little, and come down the road as^ 
for as your new tern to meet us, there^s nothing that 
would please the President better. As for victuals,^, 
most any tiling wont come amtss; We are as hungry ai 
bears after travelling a hundred miles a day* A httle 
fried pork and eggs, or a pot of baked beans and «n In- 
dian pudding would suit us mu^b better tluin^ the soft 
stuff they give us here in^ these great ei tiesv 

The Fresideat Wouldn't miss of seeing you for any^ 
thing in Hite worldf and he wilJ^ go. to Downingvii le ifhe 
has Legs and arms enough left when he goes to Portland 
to carry him there. Bui for fear any thing should hap- 
pen that he shouldn't be able to come, you ha/i better 
meet u» ic^ Portland, say about the 2£d, and then you. 
can jgo iJp tt) Downingvii le with us, you know^ 
^ This travelling with the President is^ capital flip after 
allf if it wasA^t so plaguy tire^me^ ' We come into 
Bal.timoce on a Rail Road, and we flew over the ground^ 
like a^ harry cane* There isn't a horse in this country 
thattouldkeep up with us, if he should go* upon the 
dean etip^ When^ we got to Baltimorey the streets^ 
were fflURd with folks as tnick as the dprwce trees down 
in vour swamp. There wc found Black Hawk, a little,, 
•la^ dried up IndiftiL kini^/ And I thought the folka. 
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looked at him and the prophet ^liout as much as they 
did me and. the President. I gave the President a wink 
that this Indian fellow was taking the shine 4>ff of us a 
little, so we concltided we wouTdnU have him in our 
eompanj anj more, and shall ^it on without htm. 

I cant stop to tell you in thi^ letter how we^t along 
to Philadelphj, though we had a pretty easy time some 
of the way in the steam-boats. And I cant stop to tell 
you of half of the line things I have seen here. They 
took us up into a great hall this mEOrning as bi^ as a 
Bieeting-house, and then the folks begun to pour m fay 
thousands to sihake hands with the President? iederal- 
ists and all, it made no difierence. There was such a 
s^am of ^em coming in that the hatl was full in a fev^ 
miRutes, and it was so jammed up round the door that 
^j couldn't get outagaiA if they were to die. So they 
had to knock out some of the windows and go out tother 
'War* ■ . ^ " 

The President shook hands with allhi^might an hour 
Or twoi till he got so tired he couldn't liardly stand it. I 
took hold and shook for him once in awhile to help him 
alonff, but at last he got so tired he had to lay down on a 
softpei^ch c<yvered with cloth and shake as well as he 
cocildy and when he couldn't shake heM nod to 'em as 
they come along. And at last he got so beat out, he 
couldn't only wrinkle his forhead and wink. Then I 
kind of stood behind him and reached my arm round 
under his, and shook for him for about a half an hour a» 
tight as^ I could spring. Then we jconcladed it was best 
to adjourn for toAiay.. 

And I've made out to get away up into the garret in 
thetavei Nrrjtc this^^ letter* We ^liall 

be off te days for York, JEind if I can 

possibly enough there, 1 shaH write to» 

you t^ai ' • 

Give i rfks fu Downrngville^aiid be* 

Keve me 

m.iLA^^ lACBL DOWNING. 
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LETTER LI. - 

Mafof Downmg a*^ the Presidmi^t nartoto eicapt at 
the breaking dotonof the bridge exiendi^igfrom Castk 
Garden to the Battery at New Fork. 

To uDcie Joshua Downing, Ppst Master im in DowBmffviUe« 
State of Maine, to be sent in the PcMrtkna Coa;ri^ wita ^^CQ 
and speed. 

Nbw Yoss €itt, Friday ev^ung, Jane 14, 1^. 

Dear Uncle JosHVAy— •Here we are amongst an 

ocean of folka, and cut<;ing up capers ^(liffh as a cat's 

.bac^ I spose jot will see dj tne p«|>ers liow we all 

like to got drowned jesterdaj g^oing acrosa little bridge 

between the castle and the ga^n« . 

It was a pesky narrow squeak for nie and the Presi- 
dent He was riding over on a great fine boss, and I 
was walking along hj the side of him and trjing to 
clear the way a little, for they crowded upon us so, there 
was no getting along, and hardly a chance to breathe* 
When we got under the arch we stopped a little bit for 
the crowd to clear away, when all at once I thought I 
heard sometihing crack* Says I, Gioeral you better go 
ahead, Pm afraid there's mischief bruing here. At that 
he give his boss a lick and pushed through the crowd, 
but we^had n'tjgot more than a rod, before .crash went 
the bridge behind us, alLdown in aheap, and two toll- 
L top of it and as many as a hundred folks 
into tne water, all mixed up together one top 
, The f^resident looked over his shmilder, and 
was safe behind hiuiy called out for Mr. Van. 
id asked me to run and see if he wa$ hurt I 
de had forgot himself for Mr. Van Buren was 
company^ but Mr. Woodburj and Mr. Cass 
ir it, fori co^ld see them floumleringabcfutin 
now. Bu Of Major.sai<i th^ President ran and 
^ lift Tid^e Mr. Woodbury first,you know I 
e him at any rate. 
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So there was a parcel pf us iock hold and went to 
KauUngof 'em outof the water like go many drownded 
raU. But we got 'eih all out aliv^ exqepta few joung 
thkigg tbej called dandies^ they looked so after they 
got Wet all over that we could n'tniake but whether they 
were alive or dead. So we laid 'em up to dry and left 
'craj and I went on to help the President review the 
troops on the Itmttery^ as they call it; and a grand place 
it is tu. I 've seen more fine shows here, it seems to me> 
than ever I see before in my life. Sjuch a sight of folks, 
and fine ladies, and fine houses, and vessels, and steam- 
boats, and flags a flyii^g* and cannons firing, and fire 
Works a whisking about, I never see the beat of it I 
did n't think there was so much fun in this world before, 
for all I've been about so much at Madawaska and among 
the nuUificrs and all round. 

But I cant tell you much about it till we get there,for 
I cant find any time to write. I've only cheated a few 
minutes this evening while the President is gone into 
Mr. Niblo's ^rden. Out of the master sights that I've 
seen yet was thi^t baloon that went up this afternoon^ 
ciirrymg a man with it. Poor fellow, I dout much think 
hh 'fl evet* get back again, for he looked to me the last I 
see of turn as thcHigh he would land in England, or the 
moon^ or some other country. 

AU these sights keep us back a little longer than we 
expected* I dont think now we shall be m Portland 
be£»re the £ath or 29th of this month. So I tltoughtl'd 
jest write you a line that ypu might be down there about 
that time. 

In haste your loving neffu, 

MAJOR JACK DOWNING 
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/ 
LETTER LIL 7 

Visit of Major Jack Downing and the Prekdeni t^ 
Boston — the rascally conduct of tfie letter toritir in 
his name for the newspapers, 

Boston, Ttiesdajy Jime 25, 163$^ 
To the Editor of the Portland Courier. ^ , * 

-I 'm keeping hpuse with 
IQ he's getting considerably 
hance Avhen ne was taking 
let you know how we get 
' the President has been^'a 
isn't beea able to go, out 
've been watchin ^ith him 
bH as tough as a halter, I 
one. 

ougher than a cat^mPUntf, 

s'd been round to see m$ 

ioston. £oor man^ be W 

_^ -,^— idea how much he h^ to 

K through. Its worse than beingdragged through forty 
ot holes. t ^ 

' To be bamboos^ied 'about from four o^clock in the 
morning till midnight, rain or shine,, jammed into on^ 
£reat house to eat a breakfast, and into another great 
hmise to eat a dinner, end inta another to eat supper, 
and into two or three others between meals, to eat cool- 
iations, and to have .to g^ oot and review three or four 
rigiments of troops, and then to be jammed into Funnel 
Hail two hours, and shake hands with three or four 
thousand folks, and then to go into the State House and 
f^ stand there two or thee heurs and ^ee all Boston stream* 
ing throfieh it like a river through a sawmill, and then 

* The President was a few days sick while in Boston, 
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to ride about the cit^ awhile in a fine pakmd covered 
waggod with four or five horses to draw it, and t^en ride 
^Whue in one without any cover to it, finney-fined off' to 
the top notch, and then get on to the horses and rjde 
awhile ahorseback, and then run into a great picture 
room and see more fine pictures than vou covM shake a 
stick at in a week, and then go into some grand gentle- 
mtin's house, 'and shake hands a half an hour with a 
flock of ladies, and then after supper go and have a lit^ 
tie still kind of a hubbub ill alone with three or four 
hundred particular friends, and talk an hour or two^ and 
take another coolia^ion, and then go home, and about 
midnieht get ready to go to bed, and up again at four 
o^clock the next morning and atlt.-^If this aint enough 
to tuck^er a feller out I dont ktiow what ig. The Presi- , 
dent wouldn't have stood it till this time if he hadn't 
sent me and Mr. Van Buren apd the rest of us to some 
of the parties, while he staid at home to rest. 

The Presidedt^s got so much better I think we shall 
be able to start for Salem tp^morrow, for we must ^o 
through with it now we've bej 
I think we shall get to Portlai 
so If you get your guns and i 
kill two birds with one stone, 
careful there how you point y< 
'eiii so carelesi^ at New York t 
within six inches of making d 
President 

Now I think ont^. there is the nrest rascally set of fel- 
lets skulking about somewhere in this part of the coun- 
try that ever I heard of, and I wish you would blow 'em . 
up. T 
them ar 
my nai 
And I 
down t 
about tc 
all the s 
hands 
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dear old fr^ndi isn't this too bad B Wh^t WQuld jou do 
if you was in iny case? I saj again ther are worse 
than the piek-pockets* Isn't it Mr. Shakespear that 
sayB something about *he that steals my m»nny-pus 
steals trash, bqt he that steals my name ought to have 
his head broke?' I wish you would find that story and 
print it 

There, the President's jest waked up, sol roust sub- 
scribe myself, In.haste, Your friend, 

MAJOR JACK DOWNING. 



iLETTER LIII. 

The President orders to the nght about face, at Con* 
cordj when they beat a march, quick, time, back to 
Wiashington, 

, CoNGOKD^ Nu H^misheer, Jtme 30, 1833. 

To tlie Editor of the Portland Cornier, 

My Dsar old FRiEND,^rhe jig is all up about 
4)uc going to Portland and Downipgville. I've bat- 
tled the watch with the President this two days 
about it, and toUhim he must go there if he had the 
t)rcath of life in him 5 and he kept telling me he cer- 
tainly would if hoses could carrjr him there. 

But the President is n't very well, andjhat aint the 

worst of it ; tbere 's been a little difficulty bruin among^ 

us, and the President's got so riled about it, that he's 

finally concluded to start on his way back to-morrow^ 

I cant help it; but I feel bad enough about it« If I 

L I could cry a barrel of tears. 

hey will stah it in Downingville 

;ot the news, {'iti afraid there 

tr there, for you knpw they are all 

ts. ' ^ 

3t agoing to start, and I've 6nly 
\ line^ in haste from your friend 
MAJOR JACK' DOWNINa 
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LEtTER LIV. 

AHiigar Downmgi nomination for the Presidmey^ loi^h 
an elegant picture cfhis residence, 

NOMINATION FOR THE PRBSIDENCY. 

From the NatioiMl Intellig^cer. 

We do not know w^hethet* it be necessarj^ in cop^j*- 
in^the subjoined effusion^ toeitter into a protest agaiUBt 
misinterpretation of ^mr motives. We should be sorry 
to be UDuerstood, whilst humouring a jest^as oleaning 
to burt^ne so serioua an action as the choice of Presi- 
dent of the United States. We copy the following for 
the sake of its moral, as well ^ its lyit^ and we do not 
like the moral the tess for being taught with a smiling 
conntenance. 

From tbe Maueh Chunk Courier. 

Our next President 

.Many |0f. the papers in the United Stat^ ^ye already 
manifested a disposition ^OsUitate the subject of die 
next Presidency, and several distinguished individu^ 
als have beep informally nan^ed for that (^ce« am6tfg 
whom are Mr. Van Buren, Mn M<Lean, Mr. Cass, 
Mr. Clay and Mi*. Wel^en As we are opposed to 
a premature discussion of this, ticklish question, we 
have-not hitherto committed ourself i^ favour of either 
of these individuals. Indeed, we have considered it 
very imprudent in these times, for any one who wislses 
to be an orthodox politician, to *• come out'* for any 
body untU he can ascertain who will be most likely to 
succeed. Accordingly we have stood upon oar •' re- 
served rights'* of nentrality, to watch the signs of ^e 
times, and see who ^ould probably be the most pofular 
candidate. Recent indicaticms have satisfactorily con^ 
vinced us on that point, and as we wish to be considered 
aiponfi; the " originals*'-- the real Simon Puree, we 
would lose no time in nomihatTng 
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^ For Presidestv 

MAJOR JACK BO WNINO, 
Of Bowningvmey 

In recommending this distinguished personage to our 
fellow citizens, it will be scarcdj necessary to enu- 
merate his various claims to their suffrages. -Suffice it 
40^ say, his. military renown, his valuable public ser- 

- vic^s in assisting President Jackson t<^ put down tb^ 
Kullifiers, especially in shaking hands with the Yan* 
fcees " down east,*' and last though not least, the fidel- 
ity with which he and his uncle Joshua stuck. to the 
old Hero after he found he was going to be President^ 

' eminently qualify him for that exalted station/ 



J.ETTER LV. 

7%e Major tdh w aboitttha Ptesident^ bdng maS^ 
Doctor of Laws. 

Oa board the Steam-boat, going from Providence te 
York, July gj 1833. 

To my old Biond, tlie Eld iter of the Portland Courier, 14 the 
Mariners* Church iiuilding, second story, eastern end, Fore 
Street, at^ay down east^ in the state of Mai n^; 

Mt Dbar Fribntd*'— We are driving back again full 
cbUet,: as fa^t as We come on wheii we were <m the 
RailO^ad |)etween Washington and Baltimore. And 
we've been drivin so £&st on a round turn in all the 
places where we Ve be^n, and have had so much shak- 
ing hands and eating and one thing another to^ do, that 
I could 'nt get time to write to you at half tlve places 
wb<ere I wanted to^ so J thougbt I'd set down nowr, 
while the President's laid down to rest him ^wbil^ and 
tell you spmetbiiig about jCambric^e and LiowelL Ye 
$e<^ .when yr^ were at Boiitpii t^y sent word /to 31a 
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to come oat toCMnbcidge^ for tbej wanted to make 
the President a Doctor of Laws, What upon arth ia 
Doctor of Laws was, or why they wanted to make the 
President one, I could nH thiuk. So when we come 
to go up to bed I asked the Gineral about it And saja 
I, (mineral, what is it the^ want to do to you out to Cam- 
bridge P Says he they want to make a Dbctor of Laws 
of me. Weil, says I, but what good will that do ^ 
Why, says he, you know Mj^oi' Downing, there's a 
pestky many of them are laws passed by Congress, that 
arc ricRety things. Sohne of 'em have very poor con- 
stitutibns, and some of 'em have n't no constitutions at 
all. So that it is necessary to have somebody tliere to 
Doctor 'em up a little, and not let'em go out into the 
Virorld where they would stan a chance to catch cold 
and be sick, without thej had good constitutiops to bear 
it. You know, says he, I have had to doctor the Lawt 
considerable ever since Pve been at Washington, aU 
tough I was n't a r^ular bred Doctor. And I mai)e 
out so well about it, tmit^these Cambridge folks think { 
had better be mad into a regjalar Doctor at once, and 
then there '11 be no grumbling and disputing about my 
practice. Sajrs he. Major, what do you toink of itf 
I told him 1 thought it was an excellent plan; anld 
asked him if he did n't think they would be willing,, 
bein I'd b^en round in the military business considera- 
ble for a year or two past, to make me a Doctor of War. 
He said he did n't know, but he thought it would be 
i^o lulrm to try 'em. But says, he Major, I feel a little 
kind of streaked aboutrt after all; for they say tlwy 
'" wil} j?o talking tb me in Latin, and alihotigh 1 studied 
it a little once, I dbnt know any more about it liow than 
the mafi in the moon. And how I can get along in 
that ca<^e I dont know. I told him my way, when any 
body talked to me in a lingothat I^didn't understand^ 
wits jf St to say nothing, but lo^k as knowing as any of 
'em, and then they thought Iknev^ a peskv^ight more 
than any of 'emi. At utat the Gineral letehed' me a 
slap on the shoulder and haw hawed right ^t Says 
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be, MaJQc. Downinp;, you al^e ibe bay. for m^; I do n't 
know how I shouldget along in jthk world it it was n't 
for yoH* 

So when we gojt ready we went right to Cambridge 
a» hpld a$ could be. And that are Cambridge is a real 
pretty pla^ef it seew to me I should like to live in^ 
them Colleger as well aa any place I've 6t^n. We 
4Keat into the Libry^ at^d I gues^ I stared a little, for 1 
did nU think before there was half so many books m 
the ^orld I should think therc^ was near about enough 
to fill a meetin house* I dont believe they was em 
im read. or e^er will be to all ages. 

When we -come to go in to be madie Doictors of, there 
wa^« terrible crowding round; ' ' 

C«e4 and then sure enough th< 
tin or fiome otlier eibberish; 
ti^lkiag to the Ginera^ or who 
guess tlie Gineral was a little ] 
said a word, only qijce iaa v^h 
1 appse he happened spine^c 
the .wrons place, for I could set 
dents look up one side once a v 
one corner of their months* £ 
stood it out like a hero, a^d gotthrough very ,weU. 
Andwhen 'twaaoyer, Iftept up,to.Mr. Quincey and 
^kedhim if he woi^ld n't be so ^od as to make me a 
Doctor of War, and hinted to him a little about my 
senriees down tc^ Madawaska and among the nullifiers* 
At that he made me a very polite bow, and aays he. 
Major Downing, wq shoulttbe very happy to oblige you^ 
If we could, but we noTer^g^ve aQy cfegxees of war here; 
all our decrees ure d^^ppeea <^ peace* ^So I find I shall 
have, to practice war in the natural way, letnnllifica- 
tion, or what will, come. After 'was all over we went 
to Mr. Quiocey's and had a capital dinner. And on 
the whole had about as good a visit to Cambridge as 
most any where* 

I meant to a told you considerable about Lowell, but 
the steamboat goea so fast, I shant have time to. We 

M2 
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went all ofcr the Factories; and there f l wont try tb 

iay one word aboat *em, for IVe been filled with sncfh 

a wonder iQient ever since^ that mj ideas are all as big 

as haj stacks, and if I should trj to ^et one of 'em out 

of m J head, it wbuid tear it all to j^veces. ' It beat all 

that ever I heard of before, and the Gineral said it beat 

But what made the Gineral 

el more like a soldier, than he 

at New Orleans, was v4ien we 

: by them are five thousand 

looking as prettjr as a million 

leral marched along as light as 

E never see his eyesf shine so 

got along about to the iniddU 

me^ and says he, Major lyown-^ 

^y here amon^ 'em; if she is,- I 

it. I told him she was not; as 

o come to Downingville, she 

ready. Well, says he, if any 

weXsan't go to Downingville, 

Doustn Nabby and Uncle Jos- 

in^ton to see me. I will bear 

wm only come, says he| these 

h afore our southern and west*^ 

em gals as can be, and Pve thought of yoo Cousin 

Nabby a great deal lately — he looked as though he was 

^ng to say something more, but Mr. Van Buten and 

tne restof 'em crowded up along so near that it broke 

ofl^^and bad to go along. 

I see til^eVe got most to York, and shall have to 
go ashore in a few minutes, so I cant write any mero 
now, but remain your sincere and loving fnend, ^ 

MAJOR JACK DOWNING. 
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LEtTER LVL 

^n account <^ the quarrd thai the fitajor Itad with Mt. 
Van Buren at Concord^ after thejif went up chamber 
to becLf and the deciaration of his intentiona to ttm 
fot the presidency. 

Washington Citys July 20, 188a 

To my old friend, the editor of the Portland Courier, away 
down east in the state of Maine. 

My dear old Friend, Totr. — I dant know bat jtm 
ittight think strange un 't, that I should be back hereto 

I Washington more th&n a fortnight, and not write to 
yoi^ But I hant fot^t you. You need n't ne^er be 
afraid of that. We aint very apt to forget our best 

Jrtends; aiid jou may depend upon it Jack DoWning 

*Vill never forget the editor of the Portland Courier any 
more than Andrew Jackson m\\ forget Jack Downing. 
You Was the first person that ever give me a lift iato 
public life, and yoU 've been a boosting me along ever ^ 
since. And jest betwffen you and me I think I 'm get- 
ting into a way bow where I shall be able by and by to 
do aomething to payyoif for it. The reason that 1 have 
n't writ to you before, is, that we have had pretty seri^ 
ous business to attend to since we got back^ But we 
Nre jest got through with it, and Mr. Van Bttren hat 
cleared out and gone back about the quickest to New 
York, and I guess with a bed-bug in his ear. {{ow 
jest between you and me in confidence, PH tell yo% 
jiovr His ; but piray dont let on about it to any body 

""else for the world. Did n't, you think plaguy strange 
what made us cut back so quick from Concord without 

?>ing to Portland or Portsmouth or Downingville t 
ou knmv the papers have said it was because the mh-'-'* 
eident want very well, and the president had to mhki" 
that excuse himself in some of his letters } but it was 
no such thing. The president could a marched on foot 
twenty miles a day then, and only let him been at tbe 
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head of my Downingville comfMmj ai^d he M a whole 
British regiment scamper like a flo^k of sheiep. 

But you ^ee the trouble ont was, there was some dit 
ilculty betweefi I and Mr. Van Buren. Some how or 
«ther Mr. Van Buren always looked kind of leakms at 
me all the time after he met us ^t New York j and I 
could n't help minding evory time the folks hollered 
« hopfah for Mi^or Downii^' he would turn as red as t 
blaze of fire. And wlicrever we stopped to take a bite 
or to have a chat, he would always^ work it, if he could, 
somehow or other so as to <;rowd iu between me mi 
the pr^ident Well, ye see, I ^otUd n*t mind iQittch 
abput it, but w6uld jest step round 'tother side, And 
tfaou^ I say it mj^f, j:he folks wouldlook at me, let 
mje l^ on wiiich side I would f and after they'd cried 
lioorah^or the pfedident, they VI n\o^ always aii^ out 
*hoorah for Ma^or Uowning;' ftir. Yan Buren kebt 
growing more tdid more fidgety till we got to Qoncoi^« 

' And tl^re we had a room ml of sturdy old demoerats 
'^f New Hampshire, *nd after they had all flocked 
round the old president aud shook l^nds ifi^ith htm, he 
happened to introduce me to some of .'em before he did 
-Mr. Van BureH^ At that tiie fatwa» aUin the fire* 
Mr* Yan Buren wheeled i^bout^d marched out of the 
room lookinjs; as though he eould bite a board nail oK 

<> The president had t^^ send for him three times before 
he could get him hack into the^toom agato* And when 
be did <2ome^ he didnH spfeak'lo me hr the whole eyea- 
ifig. However we kept it .from tl^ conspaiiy pretty 
much; but when we^>ome.to go up to bed that night, 
we =bad a real quarrel. It wts nothing but iaw,^ji^, 
the w|K>le night Jir. Woodbuij and Mr. , Cass tried- 
to pacify us all they cfiHilcL but H wi^ aU in vain, we 
didn't one of us get a. wiuk of sleep, a^ sbouldn^t if 
tiie itiighthad lasted a^ fortnight Mr« Van Buren said 
the president Jiad di^o»oured the^ountry by placing^ 
iBUitary major on half pay bi^e the aecom officer of 
the^govenunent ^^epresidei^ b^gied hisft to consi- . 
<ler that I was a Tery. partieujiftr friend of iii^J that I 
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had been a great help to him at both ^nds of the couri- 
trj; that I had kept the British out of Mada^aska 
away down in Maine, and had marched my cooipany 
clear from Bqwningville to Washington, on my way 
to South Caroihia, to pat down the nullitiers ; and he 
thought I was entitled to as much respect as any man 
in the country. 

This nettled Mr. Van Buren peskily. He said he 
thought it was a fine time of day if a raw jockey from 
an obscure village away down east, jest because tie had 
a major^s commission, was going to throw the Tice pre- 
sident of the United States and the heads of depart* 
ments into the back ground'. At this my dander began 
to rise, and I stepped right up to him ; and says I, Mr. 
Van Buren, you are the last man 
a jockey. And if you Ml go to D 
up before my company with Sarg( 
and call Downingville an ohscur 
use hiy head for a foot -ball as Ic 
wards. For if they wouldn't bh 
sand atoms, III never suess agaii 
last that the oM president hoot < 
for he had laid down to rest him, 
Iteht, though he couldn't get to 

Mr. Donaldson, set down and wl ^ — 

Portland, and my friend Joshua Downing at Downing- 
ville, that I can't come. Pm going to start for Wash- 
ington this morning. What, says Mr. Cass, and not 
go to Portsmouth dnd Exeter and round there I I tell 
you, says the president, Pm going to stai t for Wash- 
ington this morning, and in three days Pll be there. 
AVhat, says Mr. Woodbury^ and not go to Portland^ 
where they have spent so n(iuch money to get ready for 
us I I tell you, says the president, my mot is down r 
I go not a step further^ but turn about this morning for . 
Washington. What, says I, and not go to Downing:* 
villc, what will Uncle Joshua say ? At this .the pre- 
sident looked a little hurt ; and says he. Major Down- 
ing, I canH help it As for going any further with 
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sttch a diaas this ^ut my^e^rs, I cannot, and will notr 
and I am resolved not to budge another iuch. And sure 
enough the president was as good as his word, and we 
were all packed up by sunrise, and in three days we 
were in Washington. 

And here weVe been ever since^ battling the watch 
about the next presidency. Mr. Van Buren says the 
president promised it to him* and now he charges me 
and the president with, a plot to. work myself 4nto it and 
leave him out. It's true I've been nominated in a good 
many papers, in the JMational Inteliigence^y and in the 
Munch Chunk Conner printed away off among the coal 
diggers in Pennsjlvany, and a good many more. And 
them are Pennsvlvanv chaps are real peiders for elect- 
ee hold ; and that's what makes 
ASj. The president tells him as 
) him, he shall 4o what he can for 
ill vote for me he can^t help it. 
1 1 should come out in the Natioiv- 
»ign, and so be put up for vice 
But I told him no ; bdn ithad 
lo nothing about it. I hadn't ask* 
the folks had a mind to give it to 
it So after we' had battled it 
Van Buren found.it was no use 
to try to dicker with me, and he's cleared out and gene 
to New York to see what he can do there. 

I never thought of getting in to be president so soon, 
though I 've had a kind of banjiering for it this two 
years. But now, seeing it's turned out as it has, I'm 
determined to mak^ a bold push, and if I can get in by 
the free votes of the people^. I mean to. The president 
says he'd rather I should have it than any body else, and; 
if he had n't promised Mr. Van Buren before hand, he 
would use his ii^^uence for me. 

r remember when I was a boy about a dozen years 
old, there was an old womati come to our house to tell 
fortunes. And after she 'd told the rest ojf 'em, father 
says he, here's Jack, you have a't told hia fortunes yet, 
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atidf dontftposeit '^wor<!6 a telling, for he ^s a real 
mutton-headed hoj. At that' the old woman catched 
hold <^ mjr hair, an<I {mlled my head t>aek and looked 
into mv face, and 1 neter shall forget how she looked 
right tnrough me, as long as I Hve. At last, say^ she, 
tfnd s(he gin q^ a shove mat ient me almost through the 
side of the house, Jaek will beat the whofe df ymi. He 
^l be a faipous efember fn his day, and wherever he sets 
oqt to climb, yoti may depend upon it« he will go to the 
top of the ladder. Now> putting all these things toge- 
ther, and the nominations in the papers, and the *iioo- 
rahs for Major Downing,' I dontknow what it means, 
unless it mean^ that I must bepresident. So, as I said 
afore, Pm determined to make a bold push. 1 Ve writ 
to Col. Crocket to see if I can get the support of the 
western states, and his reply is, * gq ahead/ I shall 
depetid upon you and uncle Joshua to carry the state 
of Maine fo!r me 5 and, in order to secure the othei^ 
states, I spose it will be necessary to publish my life 
and writings. President Jackson had his life publish- 
ed before he was elected, and when M|. Clay^as a 
candidate he had hisn published. I Ve Ulked with the 
president about it, and he says, publish it by all means, 
and set the printer of the Portland Courier right about 

So I want you to gd to virork as soon as you get this, 
and pick up my letters, and begin to print 'em in a 
book I ahd I 'II set dowb and write a histdry ot my 
life to l^utinto it, and send it along as fHst as I can get 
it done. But I want you to be ver/ careful not to get 
any of ;them are confoubded cbunterteit tetters, that 
the rascally ffeliers have been sending te the printers^, 
mixed in long witt mine. It woul<l be as bad as break- 
ing a rettetf egg in long with the good ones ; it would 
dpde tiie^^;whole|)uddin. You can tell all my letters, 
for they were all sent to you first. * 

The president says-J must have a picter of nMr9iade 
and put into the book*— tie saya he had one put into 
kis, and Mr. <5jayhad onj^jiut into his. Sd I believe I 
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shall write to Mr. Tbatchjer' that prints the little journ- 
al paper in Boston, and get him to go to pome of the 
best picter-makers there, and get them to do me up 
some as slick as they can. These things, you Know, 
will all help get the free votes of the people ; and that 
's all I want. For I tell you now, rigtit up and down, 
I never will take any office that does nH come by the 
free votes of the people. 1 'm a ginuin democratic 
republican, and always was, and so was my father be- 
fore me, and uncle Joshua besides. 

There's a fe^ more things that I want to speak to 
you' about in this letter bat I'm afraid it will get io'be 
too lengthy. That are story that they got in the news- 
papers about my being married in Philadelphy is all a 
hoax. I aint married yet, nor I shant be till a little 
blue-eyed gal, that used to run about with me, and go 
to school and slide down hijl in Downingville is the 
wife of President Downing. And that are other story 
that the President give me a Curnel's commission je?t 
before we started down east, is n'i exactly true. The 
President did offer me one, but I thanked him, and told 
him if he would excuse me, I should rath^ not take 
it, for I had always noticed that Majors were more apt 
to rise in the world than Curnels. 

i wish you would take a little pains to send up to 
Downingvdle and get uncle Joshua to call a public 
meeting, and have me nominated there. Ihn so well 
known there, it wouli^Jl have a great effect in other pla- 
ces. And I want to have it partic/ularly understood, 
and so stated ill their resolutions, that I am the sinnin 
democratic republican candidate. I know you will put 
your shoulder to the wheel in this business and do all 
you can always a good friend to me, 

and., jesi I me, when I get in to be 

Presiden upon it you shall have as 

good an 

But I e to end this letter. The 

Presiden bfe, and sends his respects 

to you an remain yonr sincere fnend^ 

MAJOR JACK DOWNING. 
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,,^; ^;. '; 'XETtERtvii/ ..; .'<,:.; ,V' ': 

Cousin JEphraim's account of converting^ *^dimocrais^^ 
. , kUo federals^ an4 maktng^them change sides. . - 

DowhiogTille, State of Maine, August 12, 1833. 

To Cousin Major Jack Dowipiing, at Washington city, or else 
0one long with the ^i^sident down to the Rip Raps. To 
W sexit privatdy in the Portland Courier. 

' Bbai^ Cousin JAok. — ^I 've got. something pFetty 

heavy on rnj miad that I want to tell ye aliout, and a^ 

your advice, and may be I shall want yon to lend me a 

hand a little. I 've been watchins poUtica pnettysn^g 

ever since I was a little boy, and that's 4iear about forty 

years; And I believe I know^mos*t as much about iVota 

uncle Joshua, although he's twenty years older than I 

be« Now about this, republicanism and federalism, I've 

minded that it always Leeps changing, and always has, 

ey^r since I can remember. And I've mindea tu it 

most always keeps going round one way; that is, the 

youpg federalists keep turning dlmocrats, and the old 

dimocrats l^eep turning federalists. What it's for I 

^t that^s the way it goes, I spoae 

is nH hardly fit to be a diraocrat 

fty years old. And here is old 

^ost Office, he's got to be about 

^ on to the dimocratic side yet, 

ind it begins to worry me a good 

h time he went^ver. You know 

waya> been a ginuin republican- 

loold alwayfli go according to the 

( what they call it] of iUi^ dimo- 

, -, p jme for an old dimocrat to go over 

on the federal side, I believe the Argus always puts 'em 
over. Youremethber thei^ was old Mr.Insley in Port- 
land, and old General Win^te in Bath, as much a» a 

N 
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doxea jiMtrs ago, were some as big republicans aa there 
was any where about. Weil, thej got to be considerable 
oM) and had been in office sometime, so the Argus took 
and clapt 'em i4ght oter on to the federal side. And 
you know ^re was Mn HolitieStiie was a whappiog 
great republican, fiut he begun to grow old, and so the 
Ai^s put him over. ' And there was Mr. Spfague; h^ 
was such a nice dim^crat every one said it was a pitty 
to put hitn over. But bein he 'd been to Congress some- 
time, the Argus would n't hear a word, but slioved htm 
right over. 

Attd this summer the Argus is putting of 'em over 
o^msiderable younger on to t£ federal side. It has put 
Juigt Preble over, and Judge Ware, and Mr. Mitchdl 
ti^ Po^ Mastei" at Portland, and he is n't near so old as 
uhde Joshua, and it has put Mr< Megquier over, only 
think, such a young man as Mr. ^iegqtiier^ thaf s only 
been in the linnet three or four years. Now dont you 
think,acoording to dittiocratic usage, it is hish time old 
unc^e Joshua was put OVor. I wish you would jest write 
to the Argus ami have it done, for I feel a 'good d^l 
worried about it. 

Ajid as sooii a&it comes out in the Afgu^ that lie io 
fiiirly over, I want ymi to tell the President that uncle 
Joshua is a federalist, and have him removed from the 
Post (Mice, IS»r it would be an evertostiDsshame to htfve 
the Post Office in Dovrntngville kept by 1 federalist. 

N.B. If uncle J oifcua should be removed I wish yOu 
would use your influence to get the President to give the ' 
office to me; for neit to Uncle Joshua I spose I've done 
n»re for the republican party than any mktk in Down- 
imgvitle. I can have a reeonvmendatiob from Sargent 
Ji^ snd all the company. Bj attending to this you 
will mueh dl>lige your fn^d and cousin, 

EPHRAIM DOWNING. 
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LETTER LVIII. 

The Pr9$idtnt eommencei a cohversaHan about me and 
Daniel, 

Washingtoa CHj, Sept 14> 1833. 

To the Editor of the Pcfftlaad Courier, awajr 4ow^ East, im 
the State of Maine. 

Mt D»Ak OLB FftiB2fi>,-^Itg got to be a pretty conrid- 
trMk lon^j white now since I'¥e writ toyott, for I never 
like to write, yoa know, without I have something to 
saj«-^Eat Pve got something on my mind now, that 
keeps me all the time a thinking so much that I cant 
holil in any lonser. So jest t>etween you and me I'U 
tell you what 'tis. But I must begin a little waya be- 
forehand, so you can see both sides of it, and Pli tett 
you what 'tis as soon as I ^t along to it 

You fee I and the Presidenrt ha^been down to ii^ 
Rip Raps a few weeks to try to reemit up a little^ for 
that pesk^ tower away down East like to did the job for 
the Old Gineral. So, after we got things pretty much to 
rights here, we jest stepped aboard the steamboat and 
and went down to the Rq> Raps. That are Rip Raps is 
a capital placef it isMrorth all the money we ever paid 
for it, if it waa for ndthingeise only jest to recruit up 
the Government It is one df the most coolest places 
in the summer time that you ever see* Let a feller be 
all worn out and wilted down as limpsy as a rae, so that 
the doctors would think he was jest ready to fly off the 
handle, and let Eimco down to the Rip Kaps and stay 
thtre a fortnight, andiie'd come up again as sinart as a 
steel trap. The President got recruited up so bicely^ 
while we were down to the Rip Raps, that ever since 
we sot back till' two or three ^day sago, he has been at 
good nattt^d and sociable as ever I should wish to ses^ 
a body. And now I'm coming^ pretty soon, to what I 
was eoing to tell you about, that bears so heavy on my 
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;. Tott see tiie Pretidedit likes eterr mormng after the 
foreakfsist is out of the way* to set c(own and read over 
the nei^spaperSf ahd see wliat is going on in ^^onntrj, 
and who's elected and ^ on So when weVe done 
breakfast, we take the letters and papers that comefroiQ 
the Post-Office, and go awajr bj ourselves into the great 
East Roonok where vre can saj jest what we've a mind to, 
and nobodj not bear us, and the President sets down 
in bis great arm rocking-chair and smokes his segar^ 
and I set down bj the stable and read to hkn^ Last 
Monday morning, as I was reading over the pape^one 
arter another, I come to a Pennsylvania paper and open* 
ed it, and, says I, huUow, gineral, here% a speech of 
Mr. Webster at Pittsburg, as large as life. Ahy said 
he; well, let us hear what Daniel has been talking te 
tb^mare Pennsylvany and Ohio chaps about. Bo I 
bitched back in my chair, and read on . And by and by 
I begun to get. into the marrow of the story, where he 
tbld all about I^ullification, and what a dark time we 
had of it last winter, and how the black clouds besun 
to rise and spread over the country, and the thunders 
of tivil war begun to roll and rumple away off^o the 
Souths and by and by how the tempest was jest readvjto 
burst <^er our heada and^lit the countrr all into shiv^ 
er% and how, m the very nick of time, the Pr^ident's 
Proclftmation came out and spread over the whole coun- 
try like a rain-bow, and how every bodyJtn^n took cour^ 
age and said the danger was all oven While I had^ 
been rreading ihis> ^e President bad started up on his 
feet, and walked back and forth across the room pretty 
qvkJc, puffing away and making the smoke roll out of. 
bis mouth like a house a fire; and byihe time I bad got 
through, he had thrown his stgar out of the window^ 
and come and^ot down, leaning his elbow ^o« the table 
and looking tight in my face. I laid the^paper down, 
and there he sot looking right at me as >much as five 
minutes,, aud never said a word; but he seemed.to k^on 
a tliinking as fast a^ a horse could run. At last, said , 
be, Major Downing, wereyou eyer told that you resem^ 
bled Daniel Webster f ^ 
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Wkjr, Gineral, sajs f, bow do joq tiican, m looJcs' 
br whit? 

Wh^ jperhaps a little of both says he, but mostly in 
looks. 

' Bless my stars, saysI^Oineral; yoa dont mean to say 
that I an^ quite So dark as he is. 

Perhaps not, says he; bufyoaiiaye that sharp know- 
ing look, as though you could see right ihrthign % mill* 
stone^ I know, sats he, that Mr. Webster is rather a 
dark looking man, but^ there is n't another man in this 
country that can throw so much light on a dark subject 
as he can. 

Why yeS| says I, be has a remarkable faculty for 
thi^tf he can see^ thtt>ugh most any thing, and he can 
make othei* folks see throiigh it too. I guess, says I, if 
he^d been born in old Vii^nny he'd stood next to mbst 
anybody. 

A ieette afore *^m,*ayi th^ Oinend, in my own way 
of thinking.v IHl tell yof what 't is IWajor, I beriu to 
think your New Englanders'aintthe worst sofFtMfel^ 
lows in the world after ail. 

Ah well says I, seeing is believiiiff, und yOu Ve been 
down that way npw and can judgd tor yourself. But if 
you had only gone as fur as Downingriiie I guess you 
^ would havo thought still better of *em than you do now. 
Other folks m^ talk larger and Uustec more, says I, 
but whenever you are in trouble, and wa^ the real-sup^ 
port in tiBM oi need^ ^oia New Bngland^r it aiid you 
never need to be afraid but what it will come. 

I Mteve } ou lire ^&h$, s&ys the €^eral ; for notwith- 
standing all I could do with my proclamation against 
nulKfieation, i believe I should have rubbed hfrd if 
there had been no such men in the eonntry as Major 
Downing and Daniel Webti^r* 

But this nulti&catianbttsuieaiia^n't killed yet The: 
tops are beat down^ but the roots are alive as every-^Mondf 
spreailing Under s;round wtd^r and wider, «ad ote^of: 
these days when they beoin to sprout up again thirt.'U 
be a tougher scrabble t6 l^ecp 'em down than there has 
, . . . N8 



'vj^i ^igit zed by Google 



150 LKTTMJU OW 



beM yeti and I 'vcbc^ tkiukifia^ llajs be, Jtnd he laid 
kis hand on my shoulder and loo&d ver^ anxious. I've 
ijecn thinking eays he^ ^ you fmci Zton^elU*— and here 
the door opened and in cometh Amos Kendle with a 
long letler from MrTan Rm^n about the B^njc and the 
safety fund and the Goyermnent denosites and Ldont 
knQW what allf ^nd the President's br^w was clouded 
in a. minute^ for be always feels kind^ P^tU^ when, 
tbejT plague him about the safety fund. I lunreu't.had 
az^>cnfince ij) talk with him since, there 's so many, of 
'em^rQund him^ and I 'm as uneasy n» a fish out of 
water, I feel so anxious to know what the' President waa. 

S^ing to say about m^ and J>anieU I shall watch Ilia 
r;st chance ^hen I thiidc it will do to talk with him, 
and^find out \)rhat he was going to say* I cant har^y 
slee^ a ni^^s, I thint so m\4ch ab^t U* .When I tna 
out I'll wnte to you again. 

Send my^Jov«to tl^folks u^.inDawQingviUf when 
you have n chance. «. . 

. i remain your sinceria friend, *: , . 

MAJOR JACK B0W14ING- 
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Tke tortveniUim tiiaui ujiMnd OhutiLt ttmthtd^. \ 

^Washhigton.CStyv S^t SO, f$»5. 

Totbe Editor of the Portlfmd Couiiert i^way downcast iB.tbe> 
Sta^e of jyjain^. 

My Dear Friend,— Havn't ^oft been in a terribit 
kind of a' packet^ ever since m/last letter td-^ou, to. 
know what ^he Pr«^^fit was gotngto say about me 
afrd DanW? If you bavn^, I have; I neV^ felt so un- 
easy feir a fortni^tHitHy; in toy lifc^* Ifd wint t<Jl)ed 
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I QonldAU flleep) ma^ I've gi^ up juid walked the >fieor 
as much as halt *the might alHoat every night since-r- 
Vxt wished the Bank to^Guioea more than ifty timeSt 
for there's been sach a hubbub hereabout the Bank 
t^s &rtaig^t past, that I cwUtn't get a momeiut's chance 
to talk with the President abont an^ thing else* We'd 
have cabinet meetings once in awhile to see about »ot* 
ittg the depositesy^nd Mr. Duaoe s^nd Mr.Cass^and.Mn 
McLane would talk Up to the President so aboqt it^ tiiat 
he'd cimolude to lei 'e^i^alo^e and d<^-nothing about it, 
and lei. Congress mai^^ it jest as they'd aniind ]to. 
And then we'd go Home apd Mc Keiidlr^i^ould co^ein 
and talk the matter over, and read sonie great long let- 
ters firom Mr. Van 9uren, and ^t the President to con- 
fused that he would lose allf^enca^i most | 

But Mr. Kendle is the master feller to hanfi" onf that 
ever I see; he's ec^nal to Hie' tooth ^che; And he talk- 
ed, and. palavered with tha .President till he vfin^ly 
brought htm over, and^th^ibe PresideBt put bis foot 
dpwi^9 And said the dc^f^rtes ^ottld be moved whether 
or no^ ' And then the botfaeiMiim was to«ee who should 
move Vim. Thev Preaid^t told;Mkr.Duaae to do itrbut 
Ke:9aid bis eonsci^iee wonldnH let him. Then the 
Pisesident told^M r; Taney to^Jce JUr.'Duane's place^^ and 
see ii. hits conscience would iel:bkn. Mr. Tani^y tried 
it and fpufid his constiemse went^easy enouffh,^ s6 Mr. 
Dli'ane pcked vp and went home to Phijadelphyv We 
were all dreadful sorr^to loose Mh Dttane, tor ha was 
a nice man aa tou will see one in a thousand. It's a 
pity he had sucKa stii' consei^ce; h^ mieht 4kave staid 
here in the Treasury jest job weltaanot, itlt hadn't Seen 
forthat^ . / i 

Bit this storm about ihe Bank begins to blow over^ 
and the President'rgot in a manner cooled down again. 
This morning after br^lcfast we took the papers and 
letters jest as: we used to, and went away into the east 
room t9 read the ne#s'a^ dmt awhile; attd it really 
did my heart good ix>3fm lh« Prudent set donfn once 
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flM)reiookii^-ft(^ good iiatfted in his greet! trm ^akr 
smokiiM^ Ms se&An After I htd tead orer the news to 
bim awhile, and g^ him In pretty good htmiotir, I made 
bold to out ^th Yt, apdsays I GineraU there's one ques* 
tift»I want to ask yom— An^ says he, you |now Mi^or^ 
I always allow tou to ask ne any thing you're a mind 
\fi^ whit is it? Well says I, when we hwl 'that t^lfc here 
about a fortni^t ago, you begun to say something about 
me and Dani3; and jest as yoa got into the middle of 
itt Mn KeD(Ue eamein and broke it rieftt off short a^ a 
pipeatem. It^ been running in my head erer since^ 
and I've been half crazy to know ^at it was you was 
g«^n^ to say. ' Wdl, let us see, says the Oineral, where 
was' itl left offj for thi&eTertasting fuss about Ae Bfenk 
has kept my head so fell I can^ $aem to remend^er mueh 
about R. 

Why iHtya I, you mtm talkUie «b«nit; nulliicatisni hoigr 
the tops were beat down a IHm, but iibe rodtS;¥Fere all 
running about nader gronpd as Hto as efer, and It 
wonid n'tbe long bcifore they'd be 8prottHngli{>a|gatte^ 
aH over the ceanti^, and tbere'd be a ^ougheF* scram>le 
to keep 'em down Aan chfef there had been^;^nd 
Aen reu said^ / <md IkmM-*^--^ a^ ^ce that plagur 
Kendle tame ift^ I've no patienee with him now whei^ f 
^nk of it, and b^oke it riaht off*. Ah, now I Temembert 
says the GineraU how nwa& Wdl» sfyi he, Major 
Downing, it is a solemn fact, thia ^otmti^y \% to see a 
bbKkei* storm of nuUlflcatoi before many yelrs horned* 
ibout than ever it has aeen yet| the clouds ^re begins 
ning to gather now; l^e seen 'em rolling over South 
Carolina, and hai^g about Georgia, and edfl;ii)^ along 
into old Vii^nny, and 1 see the storm's a gatnepHig; it 
muat come, and tf thei^ is n't jH>niebodvatihehelmtliat 
knows how to steer pretty weO, die old sb^i mast eo 
down* Iw^i afrakt, aays 1^^ bnt^wbit I ean Iceepher 
up while 1 have tbeo^nnMLnd, but I'm getting ti^bf old 
and mnalgiy^ up soon, ai^ thcn^vtmfTl biseomeof her 
I dont khow% But n^b^M^ was goings to »%yi «^<ta "Ihiai 
I've been thinking if you and Daniel,- after 1 give up. 
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vrmiA put- jour heads togett^ 4itid take charge of her 
till the storm has blown over^ you ttiight save her. And 
I dont know who els^ can^ 

But how do you roean, GineraUsays R Why to speak 
plain, says he, if nullification shows its head, Daniel 
must talk and you must fight There's nothing else will 
do the job for it that I know of. Daniel must go into 
the Presidential chair, and you must take command of 
the army, and then things will go straight At this I 
was a little struck up; and I looked him « right in the 
eye* and, says I, Glneral, do you mean that Daniel 
Webster ought to be President after you give up? Cer* 
tainly, says he, if you want to keep the country out of 
the jaws of nullifidation. But, says I, Gineral, Daniel 
is i| federalist, a Hartford Convention federalist, and I 
siiould like to know which is worst, the jaws of nul- 
lification, or the jawsof federalism. The jaWs ofa fid- 
dle-stick.^ said the President, starting up and throwing 
his sesar out of the window as mueh as two rods; but 
how do you know. Major Downing, that Daniel is a 
federalist? Because, says I, I've heard him called so 
down east more ^an a hundred times. And that's jest 
all you know about it, say^ he. Now I tell you how 'tis. 
Major Downing, Daniel is as thorough a republican as 
you be,, or as I be, and has been ever since my Pfoeia* 
mation came out against nullification. As soon as that 
Proclamation came out Daniel came ri^ht over on tt> the 
republican ground and took it upon his shoulder :and 
earned it thrpu^ thick and thin where np. other man in 
the country could have carried it Says I, Gineral, is 
that a factr And says he yes, you mav depend upon it, 
tis every word truth. Well says I, that alters the cade 
a little, and I'll write to Uncle Joshua and the editor of 
the Portland Courier and see what they Hank of it, and 
if thev think it's best to have Daniel for President we'll 
have him in, and I'll take 'my turn afterwards: for see- 
ing the people are bent upon having me for President I 
wont decline, though if it is %ought best that I should 
wait a Uttle while, I wOnt be particular about that 
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Vm wiHing to da that which wiU be best for the couil- 

So I remain jour loving friend^ 

MAJOR JACK DOWNING. 



LETTER LX. 

Bting thB genuine i^ter of eld Mr. 2^kar Downing^ 
*aMnest eight}f4hree ytre oUU^ 

5 UppingtoD, Wef^ra Resarve 

J Tuesday, June 5, A. D. 1833, N. 9. ; 

To ut Neff u JoHw Downing >-4 am got to he 
amost eighty three Yere old^ and Vm in mj e%^tj 
third Year now* and its so long since I have took an j 
Pen in mj hand to write any thing nor a Letter to anj 
Boddj Itvin^&r now going on a Terj long Time. And 
what makes it particnTar ^d for me is that mr Fingers 
is got stiff with Rhumatiz and cold, and, is all Thums, 
as much as tho they was froze in the ^intef.— rYour 
Ant is sick abed $ she ketch'd cold some Time in 
A]>eri^ and I dont know when she will dt over it y she 
i&in her eighty second Y^r most as old as I be, we 
^re both very old and pretj much done with this World, 
•o to qseake. I did not ever exnect to write any more 
Letters to my Frinds because I m in my eighty third 
Year and am too old mo^ to write Letters. But you 
writ a Letter to me from the Citty of Washington and 
it was throw'd out of the Stage Wensday as it drove 
by. And when I redd abirat your goin to take the 
I4*es)dent of these United States to Dowmi^v^e thin I 
•aid to your Ant my dear I must try and write im 
Answer to J oniiy's Letter. 

I was jeest about as oW tfs you be John when the 
Oreat Washtngtoa died, 14 day of December, and was 
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mth h^rsK wfkA spoke with him fteveftteeQ year bef<»ey 
when he left the Armj and wtsht I might live mai^ 
yearest and what you writ to me makes jne think a good 
deal of that time. I shant forged it to my dyin day-— 
but! hoj>eyou wont have Ardint Sperrita m your TowQ 
on the 4)cca&ion. I dont drink any^more Flip nor Tody 
sence 17 August A. IX 1831 and am better iort, and 
hope Brother Joshua has stopped* Two of my t^owt 
was lost last year by Oestemper and on^of Mr/Doolit* 
ties who lives of^posite* is a nard worken Man. Some 
Destemper was here this yere but I foUercf what was 
said in the Temperance Almanick and they was cured 
in time to git over it. I desire that my Brother Joshua 
woud write a Letter to me to let me know whether he 
is going to make out as well with his Ternips as he did 
5 year ago, he wrote to your Ant about it. I tryde 
that Plan here, but it. dont do ia this Soil, it is to dry 
most of it Your Aut tells me she 4ont think Brother 
Joshua can be so strong of his Age as I be, seeing he 
imnt Writ any ot as^ince that Account of his Garaiog 
Sauce turnin out m remfarkable good that year. 

It is thirty-two years ago next month sihce I was in 
Downingville, how is Deacon Wiloby and his family 
and h«s4au^hter Sooky was uncommon humersome, but 
yfHtr ant always uited to say she tbot Sooky was a lit« 
tie too fond of seeing people perlite antl tha^t she was to 
cispiHii for Dowiiingvile when she was young and a come^ 
ly child. I thank you John for s<)me newspapers you 
fent to me last when go mudi was writ labout yie Presi- 
dent a^ the Vice PresldetU, one spell I** wa^' afe^ed 
that the poor salvages in Georgia State ^as a^in to 
guffertill t^e great rrodainaftion to the Nuliphiers as 
th^ are called' whi^h you sent to me, but I hope they 
are not inMv, 4hey are^a sufifetin Peeple cer,tit). If yoa 
4o ti^e the Pi«esid0nt ea^t I hope thfere is no boddy but 
what will treat ftim w«h refspeci Yon know John I dont 
kttow much about politic, but t %now something of my 
biMe, and I hope I shd| ajlWaif tead in it while I cdn- 
timtie toli^e^ and iA^y# in Jie ^d Book «f Samuel, 
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A&ottt Absalom's setting \ry the ^te and riiakiii hahd» 
and kUsin every boddy that passed bj, and ^hisperin 
in their ears waat he would do if he was kingt and jou 
know mor about the Vice President, and I ask yon if 
that man aint adoin so too5 and if it is not some boddys^ 
duty .to speak to the President about it. Bui my ^and 
shakes somes writin so much, and give my love and 
ants to all oar relatioi!is and to the ne^hbonrsc^ yours 
that I used to know. I am your loving UncleV 

ZOPltAR DOWNING. 



LETTER LXL ^^ 

/ 
BANK REPORT. 

To the Editor of the N^w Ycrk Daily Aivertistfr 

Mi^ JJOowning^s Ofiicial Report on the Uoilt^ States Banl( 
Publish^ by 'authority.' 

iugust 4th ItSd. 

after examinin the 
1^ ever I had in mv 
•my doing it, that i 
lit the |lrst day* I 
erin and siferin.all 
nuf it was no fool's 
\ ot his folks scratch 

notice of my com^ 
si on 'em tiiere ont 
j^Uinoutthemnn' 
IT. boys, I advise all 
HI tablest for I am 

1 the mle of three^ 
penny out of ^plac^, 
^n hofo, nor mem* 
^nor)|r,.CambM% 
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len^ti^her,' say» I. ' As seon as Mr: BMdIe i^id 
theidtteF#i€ Gmeral seat by me, says he, *Major^ I m- 
fflad the Gineral has sent some one at last that knows 
something,. ami cjaa give a stra,it account,' and with that 
he called all the Bank folks, aad tell'd 'em to. bring, 
their books together* *Now,' says he, ^Maior, which 
eeod *haU webegin at first. ' * It makes h^ ()dds which/ 
says 1»* all I care, about is to see if both eends raeetj 
' and if they dou^t, Mc* Biddle,' says I, * it's all over 
wi^ yoU and the Bank— you'll all go, hook and line/ 
—rand then wa off coats and went at it. I found some 
of them are fellers there plagy sharp at siferin. ^ They'd 
do a sum by a kinder ^hort Dilworth quick as a flash, 
I always use a slate — it comes kinder natural to me 5 
* and 1 chalk'd her off there the first day and figur'd out 
nigh upon 100 pretty considerable t.uf sums. There 
was more than three cart load of books about us, and 
^v^ry one on 'em bigger than the Deacon's family Bible. 
vAnd sich an etarnaf batch of figerin I never see, and . 
there wasn't a blot or scratch in the whole on 'em 

l^ut a good many questions to Mr. Biddle, for the 
Gineral gin me a long.string on 'em ; and I thought 
st)me would stagger him, but he answered them all jest 
as glib as our l^oys in^ Downingville do the catakize, 
-from jhe chief ^eend of man,' clean through the peti- 
tions--and he did it all in a mighty civil way too, ther 
was only one he kinder tried to git round, and that 
was — how he qame to have so few of the Gineral's 
,, folks among t|^ Directors until very, lately? « Why,' 
says he. Major, and Majbr,' says he (and then he got ■ 
up and took a pinch of snuff and offered me one) says 
he, ' Major, the Bank knows no partjr • and in the 
first go off, you, know, the Gineral's friends were all 
above matters of so little importance as Banks and 
Bankings If we Jiad but a braheii in Downingville, '; 
says he. *the Gineral would not have had occasion to 
ask^uch a question,' and with that he made me a bowj 
^d 1 weuthojme and took dinner ^th him. It is fUsj 
curious to hear him talk about millions anid thousands; 
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and I got as slib loo at it as be1s; and how an eajrtb 1 
shall get bacK aein to ninepences and four-pence-hap' 
penies, I can't tell. 

Arter I had been figeiin away there nigh upon 2 
week, and osed up four or five slate pencils, and spit 
mj mouth as dry as a cob, rubbin out the sums as fast 
as I did them, i writ to the Gineral and telt'd him it 
was.no use ; I could find no mistake^ but so long as the 
Bank wasatwotk, it was, pretty much like counting a 
flock of sheep in a fall day when ther are jest let into 
a new stubble,, for it was ail the while crossing and 
mixings' and the only Way was, to lock up all the Banks, 
and as fast as you can count e'm black their noses. 

' Now,' sayi3 1 one Jay to Squire Biddle, « I'll jest a 
icok at your moneys bags; for tney tell the Gineral you 
han' got stuff* enuf -in the Bank to make him a pair of 
spectacles; none of your rags,' says I, *but the real 
grit;' and with that he call 'd two or three chaps in 
Quaker coats, and they opened a large place about as 
big as the ^ east room' and sich a si^ht 1 never see — 
boxes, bags and kags, all full, and should say nigh up- 
on a hundred cord. • Says T, « Squire Biddle, what on 
earth is all this for? fc^r I am stumped.' ^O,' says he, 
* Major,' that's our Safety Fund.' * How you talk I' 
3ays I. ' Now, says I, ' is that all. gen wine?' ' Every 
dollar of it,' says he, 'Will you count it. Major?' 
says he. 'Not to day,' says I; 'but as the Gineral 
wants me to be particular, I'll jest hussle some 'em;' 
and at it I went, hammer and file. It raly did ido good, 
for I did not think there was so much real chink m all 
creation. So when I got tired, I set down on a pile, 
and took out my wallet, and begun to count over some 
of the 'safety fund* notes I got shaved with on the 
Here,' says I, » Squire Biddle, I have 
ould like" to barter with you; it's all 
says 1; 'and Mr. Van Buren's head 
'em.' But as soon as he put his eye 
his head:; I s^e he had his eye teeth ^ 
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««t * Well,' afcjrs f, *it*s no matter 5* but it lifted my 
dander coDsiderable* \ 

* Now,' says I, Mr. Biddle, I've, got one more ques- 
tion to put to you and then I'b through. You say your 
bills afe better tha% the hard dollars f this puzzles me, 
and the Gineral too.* Now, how i& thisr * Well,' 
says he, * Major, I'll tell you : Suppose you had a 
bushel of potatoes at Downingville, and you wanted to 
send them to Ayashineton, how much would it cost to 
get tl^em there?' * Well, says I, 'about two shillins 
lawful — for I sent a barrel there to th^ Gineral, last 
fall, and that cost me a dollar freight.' *Well,' say, 
* suppose I've got potatoes in Washington jest aa good 
as yours, and I take your potatoes m Downingville, 
^ndgive you an order to receive a bushel of potatoes ih 
Washington, wouldn't you save two shillins lawful by 
that? We soihetiuies charge,' says he, 'a trifle for 
drafts, when the places are distant, but never as much 
as it would cost to carry the dollars,' and with that we 
looked into the accounts agin, and there it was. Says 
I, < Squire Biddle, I see it now as clear as a whistle.' 

When I got back to Washington, I found the Gine- 
ral off to the ' Rip Raps,' and so I arter him. One fel- 
ler there tell'd me I could'nt go to the Ri{j, Raps — ^that 
Leep off' business ; but as soon 
he ordei ed a boat and I pad- 

j talked over all the Bank buB- 
e best to publish my report, 
isage 5 and it wouJrf only set 
igin in Wall Street. I made 
im about the dollars I saw 
lehe would rinkle his face up 
jid when I telPdiiim Biddle 
bis ' Safei^ Fund' for any of. 
lad with me^ the Gineral took 
J it more than five rods into 

the brokers. 
We arc now purtty busy, fittin and jointin tlie 

beams aj^ci rafters of the message ; and if Mr. Van Bu- 
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ren^dgot get, back befocewe hewn ta tixm^eritul gyess 
that hiis Safety Fund will stand but a poor chapce« 

The .Gineral don't care ipqch about having his liead 

for a sigp board, but says he, ' Majpr, when 4hey put 

mj head on one .eendof a Bank BiU) and Mr* ^an Bu- 

':othereend, ana .'^promise to p^y Andrew 

and then blow up, it's too bad-*— I won't ai- 

shant (»e* ' The Gineral say^, if he al]lo ws 

die to maJke bis report about, the State Banks, 

ir to let me publish mine about Square Bid- 

. So i am getting mine ready. 

e k fine cool time here, and ai^'t bothered • 

seekers ; we can see 'em in droTes all along 

in for a ohanSe. One fgll^w swam .off last 

appointed to some oiSce — th^ Gineral thiul^.s 

tiim minister to the Kipg of the Sandvvrich 

i iiccpunt of their being all good swimmers 

tHere. * Yours, 

J DOWNING. Major, Do>v3uflgviUe 
M.ilitia,^d ^ngade.. 



LRTTER LXfl. 

Giving some account df Peleg JBiss^s ChurrU 
■> . . . -RipRaps, Augf'lf, '1833; 
To the Editor of the New York Daily Sdvertiser. - ?> 

My Good Ekiend»— *«7%e Gfivernimnf^. will -letfre 
hereon Saturday, so you must tell, all Qttr>ftiendeJt6 
fttop sending any more letters herj&» Wegp strtite to 
Washington, to put things to rights thoirejut winter,. 

I and the. Gineral have got things now.pneitty Goaside*- 
rabld snug ; and it is raly curious^ to see how^mnoh more 
etoy and simple aU the publkkr aSiks/gaioa ihan they. 
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did a spell ago, when Mr. Adams Was Presk ent If it 
y^SLVt^ forCongresp meetin we coiM jest go about pret- 
tj much where we pleased, and keep things strate too$ 
and I bf!|^n to think now with the Oineral, that ater all, 
there is no great shakes in manaein the affairs of the 
nation. We have pretty much all on us been joggin * 
about now since ikst grass; and things are jest as strate 
And clear no was t^ey wks then. The Gineral has nigh 
upon made up his tnind, that there is no use to have 
any more Congrt ss. They only bothers — they wou'd do * 
more good to stay at home, and write letters to us 
teltin what is goin on among 'em at home. It would 
save a considerable sum of xf^oney too; and I 'm aUo 
sartin that there is a plagy raft of Allows on wages that 
dont earn nothin. Howsoever, we , are goin on makin 
things more simple every day, and we once and a while 
nock olT a pretty considerable number of cogg wheels 
and trunnel heads. 

The' Gineral says he likes things simple as a mouse 
trap. But what I like most i?, he wont have no one 
about him who outranks me. so there is me and Major 
Barry, and ^ajor Smith, and Major Earl, and Major 
Donaldson, and Matjor Lewis, and ]\((ajor Eaton; — ^and 
the* major part of a purty considerable of a man to do 
the t rinting and tell the folks where we be, and once 
and a while where the land sales and contracts be too. 
There is ^j^uff^onTus to do all that's wanted. Every 
day jest after break^Eist, the Gineral lights his pipe, and 
begins to think purty hard, and I and Major Donaldson 
begin to open letters for him ; and there is more than 
three bushels every day, and all the while coming 
We dont git through more :han a bushel a day; and^ 
never trouble long ones, unless they come from Mr. Van 
Burer, or Mr. Kindle, or some other of our great folks. 
Then we sort 'em out,, jest as Zekel Bigelow does the 
mackerel at his Packin Yard, for Ao' there are plagy 
many mord sorts than be finds among fish, we only make 
three sorts, and keep three tng baskets, one marked ^ot 
red^^ knottier *red, ai«l wotth nothin,' and another 

2 
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red*^ / Afid then all thje Gioend 
flavor, I reckon weliest^sayi sp ^nd 
^jest so,' or not, as the notion 
ive go at it. 

cretaries, and the Vice President, 
I toimeys, and a good many more of 

Kindle, moving about^ and trej 
it jumps. And as t said afore, il 
meetin once a jear, we'd put the. 
korse wagpa and go jest where we 

lazingly tickled t'other day. P^e- 
f Peleg, who is all the wiile whit- 
akin clocks, and apple parers^ and 
^h Seth Spraguc's School house, 
I,) well Peleg sent the Gineral a 
new churn of his own invention; and he calls it the 
'Jackson Churn,' he wants a patent for it The cute, 
oritur says, in his letter to the Gineral, that that are 

[nent>-*-it8 only got one 
it it will make more but- 
it of eny most any thing. ' 
witlvit, beViil set and 
J, 'Major, I like this ere 
Is a knowin fellow. If 
Congressn it would have 
ng?, md make no more 
e, .Hell Peleg i thank 

im in the letter, that the 
in the hiall of the white- 
lid m't require ^s nianj 
ley think ojQ, and then 
the Cabinet Room, Apd. 
t, they'll und^rst^nd it 
come to«igf) thi^ letter, 
uat what 1 was ^hiakir)L 
(rlastin bach of letters 
jjfKindli?^ ^wlth^yAre 
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80 plagy jagged, thit yre icant m^kis ^em lit exactly with 
soiae others, enj most as jagged, frpm the $outh and 
West^ and alt from our folks tbo.,^.||pne wants one thing, 
and one wants t'other. Some of our folks down Soum 
saj, if the Bank is^ put down, we shaU all be split up 
into splinters there. And jest so, oiw t'other way, 
ihcy say, we sjiant find in a week any OM ur folks north 
if the Bank is rechartered, and some talk ojf theNuUi-r 
fiers in Georgia going for Mr. Van Buren, and that we 
tnast look out sharp, and not do nothin agip 'em. And 
some say that are tower of Mr. .Webster away West, 
and his speeches, bother some on 'em plagiiy. I was a 
lititle Istumped for.a.spell myself 5 and I telf'd the Min- 
eral, say S.I, 'Gineral, if you expect me to satisfy all 
these^ folks, yqufre mistaken, 'we cant do it,' says I.— • 
'Well then,' sayft he, 'we must send for Mr* van Bu- 
ren* ' This kinder nettled me^ and says I, 'Gineral, you 
ha'nt fqrgot that are cliiirnal ready' — 'no, no, ^ says ke, 
'we'll stick to that Major.' * Well then,' says I 'do you 

4 think that Mr. Yan Buren will use. that are churja? he 
keeps hiS' bread buttered,' says I, 'l^y more wheels than 

. that are churn's got.' 'Well Major,' says the Giqeral, 
'he is a plagy curious critter, ater all — he'll make 
wheels turn sometimes, right agin one another, yeth© 
gits along— and wjien he lets his slice.fall, or some one 
nocks it out of his hand, it always ^omehpw faljs butter 
side up' — 'well,' says I, 'Ginerttl, dontyou know why?' 
'not esc^ctly,' says he, 'Major'^ — 'well,' says I,.^'I'll 
tell you — he butters both side^ at onc^,' says I. The 
Ginejral drew his face all into a rumple for about a 
minute, and then he snorted right out. 

The Gineral ta4ks of goin to the Hermitage next 
spring*^he says he thinks he has do^e enuf for the 
country-^nd i thi*k so too — he $ays I . may go i^long 
with him tor stay and lend Mr. Van Buren a hand — 
we'il say. somethings about, this in the Message. 

Yottrsv»s before, ^ 

J. DOWNINO, Major. 
Downingville Militia, £d Brigade. 
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LEnPERLXIIL 

The Pubhe Crib at Washington. 

Washington, August 30, 1833. • 
To Mr. Dwight-^New York DaUy Jl(f,verti»er . 

My GOOD OLD Friend,— Ever since we cot *tte 
Government' back here fron^ the Rip Raps, we have 
been as busy as if we was all on us cocking hay jist 
afore a shower. 

I tell'd you some time ago that I and the gineral 
was fittin and jointin the beam^ and rafters of the 
message, but almosjt evei-y day some plaguy new motion 
comes in from Mr. Van Bnren, and some other. of our 
folksy and we have to chicle new mortises, and run 
new braces and string [Heoes, so that I begin to think 
it will look curious enuf . when its^ done. The gineral 
^ys he dont care how it fronts, only he is determined 
to^how a sharp corner to the nuliifiers. We shall have 
a good deal to say about the Gfranrf Tower; there is 
notbin since the 8th of January at New Orleans tickles 
ths ffineral half so . much. Every time we talk about 
it. tne gineral gits right up, and says h^ * Major, I 
only wish I was fifty years younger, and then,* says he, 
<give me the yankees east of Horse Neck, and I'd like* 
no better sport than to have nullification all over the 
rest of creation.' 

When things dont go^ right, and the gineral gits a 
little wrathy, if I o6ly tell nim the, yankees are ready 
to back him, he is ^ firm as granite- It would make ' 
you crawly all over to read that letter we \\^rit to 
France, when we come to hear that the king there 
kinder suifled round that bill we drawed on hini. * He 
wont pay it, wont he ?' Says he — ' Major^ what do you 
think of that ?? — ^ why,' says I, ' Gineral, I think its a 
nasty mean action-— and a rascally one too,' says I. ^ 
' Well,' says he, * that^ enuff,' — and then we writ the 
letter,^ — its jest like Zekel Bigelow's speech — it cuts, 
shaves, and make» the hair fly <— and if it dont bring the 
money, I'm mistaken. 
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If Mr. JLmngs^on. h^d Majd.:on<e iKeek ;h]ti%sE'4n 
York^ the gUkerM ^wnjs for.sisnclm me right iC^it. ^ 

The bost curipu s.p^rt of 1 $he government' feere j ' is 
to manage the office seekprs. Yqu s<?ej things dintinow 
as thej was afore Mr, Van Buren's 4ime, thea it Was 
kinder clivided>aroun4 amopg the departments. 

The.BostrmaatergiBeral af^pointed all the post-mas* 
ter» aijd theic folks. . The secretary of tke treasury.ai)- 
pointed all iAie (olkf^in the custom-houses, and all IoIks 
who collected /money. , These two had an eveailastin 
batch of fellers to, apptnt, and made then^ feel pretty 
cqp$iderable big»/aiid then the war secretary, had a good 
slice in appoiating th^ cadets, and> I^gen agents, and 
all the contracts was ^kiuder sifted ixmnd among th^. 
depajrtments j.And feo by the time a new president was 
to be.made,^pq[>eof iiiese secretaries was a leetle^g- " 
ger than the. president Jiimself. Now this is the way 
they kinder jockied IS^r. Ajdams, who gQt to be the 
smallest n>an at ^ashinaton, by Jettin other folks 
plant his corn jpnd jio hisftuskinj and afore he knowd 
it, his own field was. all in weeds^-Vknd theirs we(l 
howedj rich and cle^ni iW «, whistle. 

But things aint so now, w've got ony ooe cpU),,afid 
that's a wrapping one too, and ony^one door to it ;^«d , 
when wejhell put. our com, we t^kei'good care and, 
know welH who gets it, and .where he is going to plaiit 
it 5 and.that aintail-^we make 'em agceie i^ut the 
Ihtskin ^r(>/fc,* for ^that's the .best ont arter all. 

The longer I ftm in . * the government' the more I 
larn- Bnt J m«st ^Jliow that of all tlie inventions I've 
hearn on of Mr. Van Buren's, this is about the slickest. 

There is ony pne^ thing wantijH aadithatb^ is tryin 
for pretty hacd-7-aiid thi^t is. thcf bank. If he can orfy 
get that in the jcrib tQQj Vjif^Oy fences iwould n't stop 
our cattle. ;, : . , 

Uny think what an everldstLof itift. of fellows .we 

* The niiyoi^ ^rppetooft^, mtons the elections, or Husttngs, 
by.thism^pbor, r; - * : 
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should hftve-— all the presidents and caashiersV and 
clerks, and money counters^ about" the , crib^ frc^ra 
Dowmngville^ to New Orleans !— ^nd that amt the best 
ont 5 we would have a branch alongside every post- 
office to keep our postages safe. 

I should like this well enuf I was sartin I and the 
gineral and Mr. Van Buren was to be here aH the wiiile, 
tp keep a good look out on the crib door. But the 
gineral talks of goine hum to put the Hermitaffe to 
rights I and I urn in the notion that congress is a leetle 
too strong for * the ^vernment' when the gineral aint 
in it — and I shall go w^jth' him. I am enj most fag'd 
out ipjself, and I begin to think with the gineral, 
I have done enuf for the country. 

We arelookin^for Amos Kindle now every hour. 
He writ the gineral tother day, and teld hiiA my *Bank 
Report' warn't true, and that I must have gbt a loan Of 
Squire Biddle. Now that's jist the way with some 
folks. What they dont know they guess at ; and it's 
jest so with old Miss Crane, who keeps the tavern this 
side Downin^ville — jist as sure as any one goes by 
wi^thout stopping, the old critursays, 'There goes so 
and so, and has got no money, too, and he knows I 
would n't trust him.' 

Howsumever, no one can make the gineral rathy 
with me. He knows I am the Vst friend about him ; 
whenever they ge(ts things in any kind of a twist or a 
snarl, says he, * Major,. do you unravel that, I 'm the 
big wheel and you are the smasher,' says he ; and then 
we jist give Peleg Bissel's chum a turn or two and all 
is nght. 

You don't print my letters rights— you git some words 
wrong and spell 'em bad. Jist so the printers sarved 
the gmeral's letters too $ and folks thought he didnt 
know notliin, till we got to Cambridge, where they 
made a doctor-on him. 

Your friend, 

J- DOWNING, Mijor, 
DowningviUe Militia, dd.Brijpide. 
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ttetTER Lxrv, 

< Preparatipn of /hfi Message. 

Washington, 2d Nov. 1833. 

Tb oiy old friend, Mf . Dwight, of the New York Daily Ad- 
vertiser. 

The Congressman are je»t beginnin to arrive here, j[^^ 
and I suppose in a short time we shall have them here -*^ 

as thick a9 huckleberries; and the Oinetal is brushin . ' ♦T 
round now, and say* the Message must be finished and 
painted off hand, and we are all as busy as be^s in gittin , 
it dove tailed together; and after next week, the Gineral 
says, there cant be any more alterations. It is the first 
message I evfer had any hand in; and tho* I say it, I guess 
you will say it is about as complete a thing as ever was 
sent express any where. -, 

. 1 have been to work on it ever since «/e was at the 
Rip-Raps; and tho' it has been som?itime9 all puUei^ to 
bits, fo git in some notions we did n't think on, yet it 
will look pritty slick, I tell jou when it 's done; and 
we will lay on paint enuf to kivcr up all the cracks and 
seams. 

We shall give a pritty good lick at the Bank* and 
won't leave as much on 't standing as would make a 
good si'ated oven. It \k curius now to see how easy it 
IS to build up, or nock all to bits, any thinff on paper. 
Now jest stee about the Bank. * There it stands in Chest- 
nut street) with its hundred cord of specie, and its cart 
load of books; and its branches here and there, and all 
busy and full of clarks, and directors^ and folks in 
Europe, and all about creation dealin with it; and the 
brokers in Wall street all busy about it; and Biddfe's 
bills goih about, tnd most folks thinkin they are better^ 
than hard dollars; and all the old men and women holdin 
the stock, aUpposin it viill i^o up agin as high as th^jr 
paid for itj ana I and the Gineral, and Amos Kindle, 
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and Mr. Van Baren, tfUtki over i^ aod one line in the - 
Messa&e nocks it ati into kmdlin wood. For jrou see 
when vl'hc Government' aajs a thing must be jest so! 
there is no help for it. We can^t sitand to chat about 
trifles. The Vrineral has smashed three pipes the last 
time we talked about it. ^Biddle and the Bank most be 
smashed,' says he, < Majors'— ^and .so'soMish thj^j go, 
Congress or no Congress. 

The next thing was the Ingins. Here the Gineral is 
at home, and I don't {Nretend to say nothin for I never 
did like an Ingin, and never can. The Cherokees 
give us a good dkal of troaU^ in Georgia last year; but 
the Gineral* took sides with Geor^a, because he had- a 
ffood many^friends there, and Mr. Vanfluren had too; 
for that State was the onyone that nominated him Vice 
President a spell ago; and if he had got in there, and 
Mr. Crawford Pre^dent, who was aUin all over with 
some plaguy apptepltxy — I and the Gineral would never 
have been hearen on afterwards. But no matter.— The 
Gineral says he didnU make that treaty with the Qhero- ^ 
kees; and it was raade*^ long ago, he has enymOst for- 
got it: and treaties oughtent to last forever. But this 
treaty with the Creeks in Alabama he did make, and W 
knows all about it; and he means to stand by it, and 
turn t\\ the squatters oft' the land in Alabama, jest as 
they wanted him to do in Greorgia; but he would n't 
There is trouWe enuf about it, I tell you; anfd j[ou 6ont 
know nothing about it in York. But the Gineral is 
tickled to death about it; 'and as soon as he saw the 
Proclamation of the Governor of Alabama, you never 
86e a critur so spruced up as the Gineral was. Major, 
says he, we sliall have another Nullification this Con- 
gress, arter all. You need 'fc s^y much about it, says 
he, in the Mes8age,-^we'll keep tliat for a Prodamatioa. 
Well, sj^ys 1, Gineral, you are a master hand at gettin 
into trouble. But, says he, Majors aint I a master one > 
in git tin out of one, says heF 

We've got an old trunk «p chamber fiill of troubles-^ 
old Laws, and Treaties, and Contracts, and State 
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. Clumaf ^^d wheneyer we wa^f an; powdery tiil we've 
got to do is to oppn thdt^ and Iook among old pa{>er$ 
and get up a row in no time. The Gineral likes tl^s a^ 
leetle better that I do; |or the most of the labor falls on 
me^ and the pny way I can eit rid of it, is to make our 
folks down stairs dfo i^ if i see it gives any of 'em a 
boost with his partjr-for I dont care nothin about any 
thing here but the Gin^ral^ and if I can git him threw 
this Congress, its pretty much all I care about, and he 
too; fbrarter that I'm goin with him to the Hermitage^ 
for I expect by that time there Wont be niuch more left 
•f us than our beards and shoe stHj^s. '- 

Yout^ friend, 

J, DOWNING, Major. 
Downingville Militia, 2a Brigade. 



LETTER LXV. 

The Mcgor's aceoimt of the Hubbt^ at Waskhigton 
about the Bank.'^Sonu further particulars about the 
Major and Datiiel.-^^nd sundry matters respecting 
NuUificatio'n^ and South Carolina. 

From the Portland Courier of Saturday. 

Washington aty, Sept 30, 1^1. 

To the editor of the Pbrtland Courier away down east in the 
state of Maine. 

Mt DEAR FaiBHD, — Have you n't been in a terrible 
kind of a puckar ever since my la^t letter to ypu, to 
know what the Prettdent was going to sajr about ya^ 
and Daniel? - If you have ^'t, I haye. ^hever felt ap; 

' ■ i ■ F 
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uneasy for a fortnigbt hardW In mjr Kfe« If I W€nt im 
bed I coald n't sleeff^ and I've sot up an4 walked the 

. floor as niQch as half the night almost every ni^ht since^ 
IVe wished the Bank to Guineik more than fiity timest 
for there's been such a hubbub here about the Bank thi» 
fortnight past, that I could nt get a moment'9 chance 
to talk with the President about any thing else. We'd 
hav^ cabinet meetings once in awhile to' see about mov* 
ing the deposites, and Mr. Duane and Mn Cass and 
^r. McLean ^would talk up to the President so 
abputit, that he'd conclude to let 'em alone and doo 

' idShing about it, and let Congress Manage it jest a» 
they'd amind to. And then we'd go home and Mr. 
Kendl^ would come in and talk the matter over, aiid 
read some g^at long letters fr(Hn Mn Van Buren, and 
gel the President so confused that he would lose all 
patience a most. 

But Mr. Kendle is the master feller to hang on that 
ever 1 see) he's equtl to the tooth ache. And he talked 
and palaver'd wi{h the President till he finally brought 
him over, and then the President put his foot down and 
said the deposites should be moved whether or no. And 
then ttie botheration was. to see who should move 'em. 
The President told Mr. Duane to do it; but he said 
his eonscience would n'thim.^ — Then the President 
told Mr. Taney to take Mr.. Duane's place, and see if 
his conscience would let *cm. Mr. Taney tried it and 
found his conscience went easy enpugh, sp Mr. Duane 
packed up and went home to Philadelphia. We w&re 
all dreadful sorry to lose Mr. Doane, tor he wa^ a nice 
man as you would see one in a thousand. It's pity he 
bad such a stiff conscience; he might have staia here 
in the Treasury just as well as not if it (lad n't been 
for that. 

But this storm about the Baoji begins to blow over, 
and the President's got .n a manner eiooleddoiwn agaio^ 
This morning after breakfast we took tht papers imd 
letters jest at we used to, atid wimt away into the east 
room to read the news and chat awhile; and it really 



yGoogk 



* 

did my heart good t« see the President set down enc^ 
more looking so good natured in his great arm chair^ 
smoking his segar. After I had read over the newrto 
him awhile, and got him in prettj good hamer^ I made 
bold to out with it, and says I, Gineral, there's one 
question that I want to ask you. And sajrs he, you 
know, Major, I always allow you to ask me anything 
you're a mind to, what is it? Well, saya I, when* we 
had that talk here about a fortnight ago, you began to 
say something about me &nd Daniel ^,^d jest as you 
got into the middle of it, Mn Kendle came in and broke ^ 
it right off short as a pipe stem^ It's been running in 
my head ever since, and I've been half crazy to know 
what it was you was going to say. WelU let us see, 
says the Ginerat, where was it I left off} for this ever- 
lasting fuss about the Bank has kept my head so full I 
can't seem to remember much about it 

Why says I, was you talking about nullification | « 
bow the tops were beat down a little, but the ropts were 
all running about under ground as live as ever, and it 
would nH be long before they'd be sprouting up aeain^ 
all over the country, and there'd be a tougher scrabble 
to keep 'em down than ever there had been yet^ and 
then you said t/ /aw(iJ?im«e/ - — — and tlrerc that 
plaguy Kendle came in, I've no patience with him now 
when I think of it, and broke it risht oC Ah) now t 
remeoaber, says the Gineral, how 'twas. Well, says 
ke, Major Downiiig, it is a solemn fact, this Qpuntry is 
to see a blacker storm of nullification before many 
Tears comes about, than ever it has yet; the clouds are 
beginning to gather now; I've seen 'em rolling, over 
South Carolina, and hanging about Georgia, and edg^ 
ing along into old Virginny, and I see the storm's a 
gatherins; it must come, and if there isn't aomebody 
at the helm that knows how to steer pretty well, the 
old ship must go down. I aint afraid, sajs he, but 
what I can keep her up while I have the command, biit ^ 
I'm getting to be old and must give up soon, and 
then what'libecome of her, t don*t know.— But what 
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I unsrs .going t& saj wfts this$ IVe .been tbinkiDg if joa 
and Daniel, after 1 give up, wooid put your heads, to^ 
gether and take charge of ner till the storm ha» blown 
over, jou might save her. And I dont know who else 

• can. * *' 

But how do yott mean, Gineftit, aays I ? Why. to 
t^k plain, says he, if nullification show§ its head, Dan- 
iel must talk and you must fight. There's nothing else 
will do the job for it t)iat I know of. Daniel must ga 
into the Presidential chair, and you must take commami 

^ of the army, and then things will go straight At thi» 
I was a little stmck un and I looked him right in ftie 
eye,and says I, Ginenll, do you mean that Daniel Web- 
ster Ought to be President after you give up? Cer- 
tainly, says ne, if you want to keep the country out of 
iki^ jaws of nullification* Biit^ says I Gineral, Daniel 
is a federalist, a Hartford Convention federalist, and I 
should like to know which is worsts the j^ws of nullifi- 
cation, orthe jaws of federalism,— The jaws of a fiddle- 
•tick 1 sajs he ; but how do you know, Major Downing,^ 
that Daniel is a federalist ? Because, says I. Pve heard 
him called so down east more than a hundred times^ 
Avw and over. And that's jest all you know about ity 
says he. Now I tell you how 'tis. Major Downing, 
Daniel is as thorough a republican as you be, or as I be^ 
9nd has been ever since my Proclamation came ^eut ^ 
against the nullification. 

As soon as that Proclamation came out Daniel came 
right over on to the republican ground and took it upon 
Itts shoulder and carried it through thick and thin where 
M other man in the country would have carried it. 
Says I, Gineral, is that a fact? And says he yes, you 
* may depend upon it, "tis every word truth. Well says 
I, that alters the case a little, and Pll wrjte to Uhcle , 
Joshua and the editor of the Portland Courier and see 
what they think of it, and if th^y think it's best to have ^ 
Daniel for President we'll have him in, and Pll tike 
my turn afterwards : forseeiirg the people are bent up- 
on having me for President I Wont dechne, though if it 



Digitized by VjOO^IC 

4 



MAIOR JACK DOWMINO, ' ^ 17^ 

is thou^t best that I should wait a Itttie whilet I wont 
be particul^ aboat that I'm wilUiig to do that which 
will be' best for the country* 
% So I remain jour loving friend, 

MAJOR JACKJDOWNINO. 



LETTER LXVI. 

Washington, 4th Dec. 18S3. # 

To my old friend, Mr. Dwigiht, of the New York Daily 
Advertiser. 

My last letter tcllM you that the Message I 
had been to work on for some time was jest fin* 
ished — but the very nest day we had to take it all to 
bits, and spring to and write enymost the hull of a new 
\one, for we found we had gone too much into particulars, 
especially about the counts^ and letters from Mr. Van 
Buren, advised us to say as little a rs as » 

possible, for Congress would only 'etty 

inuch the hull on't over agin — anc is to 

say little at first, and trust to I9 fter- 

wards. As soon as the Gineral c this, 

says he, ^Major you must look out latin 

about the Bank any how.' So w ut it ^ 

was plagy troublesome to make it i the 

rest on't, for when you come to m t, it 

reads that the Gineral would have k by 

the throat right off, if he thought he could make that, 
latin pill operate afore the charters expire — and then 
agin he says the Bank does wrong in bringing; its business 
to a close so rapidly as it is now doing. There is one 
tiling howev,er that's true enuf, for seein that Judge 
Marshall is a stubborn know nothin kind of critur, and 
would have a finder in givin the Bank that pill the Gin- 
eral speaks of it m latin, I donU believe it would have 
operated before the charter expired, if it had 40 years 

P SI 
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more to run-^^ there is more Wit and ciiBBin in what 
tke Gineral says than follLS think fbr. > 

There was another thing puzzled ns ta a trtie abont 
tjie Bank. Last year when we thought it bad no rale 
chink in it, the (Hneral thought best to take the depos^ 
ites away from it^ biit since I tetl'd the Gineral in m/ 
Batik report there was mere than a hundred cords of the 
rale grit, we had to say in the Message they had too much 

1^ 4)ost office accounts was the next bother; and 
that puzzled all on us peskily. But we got round that 
by very lucky discoverjrj'and you see by the Message 
there has been an error in keepin the coMnts in the post 
office ever since General Wasnitigton's time, and every 
post master Gineral 9 up to Major Bany's time, never 
fou^nd it out; and it was so curious that he took nish 
upoo five years to git at it. But its all clear now^ ror 
be is an amazin sharK fellow at siferin. ^e struck out 
all about the grand tower ^ for Clay has been over the 
same ij^round, . and Mr. Van Buren thought it was best 
to say nothin about it And it was thougt)t best too to 
say nothin about the NuUificrs, for some of Mr. Van 
Buren'sfriend'ain Geprgia headid by Crawford are get- 
tin up nullification there, worse than Calhoun's last 
winter; and it maks aH the diflerence in the world when 
yeu come to see that ones own friends are doin what our 
enemies did afore. 

As soon as we sent theMessi^e io Congress, we 'set 
about gittin up a supper for all our folks who had been 
to work out, and we had a grand time^ all our Miijors 
was there. The Gineral was so beat out, he didn't 
stay long; but some on 'em kept it up all high day tight. 
.' ■ We had some rale good feongs tu; and one'^of our 
Majors is a plagy sharp singer. I got a copy of one on 
*<em; ,but 1 haintgott(me now to send you the hull on 
on^t, so I'll jest give you 3 verses only. 

Come comrade one ^nd all ' 
Here assembled ifi the hail 
Let us 9ing of times past, present and to dome ; 
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Wo have everything at stale, 
And oor fortunes yet to make. 
And the public good is now-a-days ** a hum." 

Time$pa§t have all gone by 

And old laws are "all my eye^ 
The present and the future we are sure in 
, When the Ginend's time is up, 
We*ll fill again the cup, 

And drink to Amos Kindle and Van Buren. 

We hare no one to thank 

For a discount at the Bank, 
Since weVe got the public money fhwi Nick Biddle 
• And as we alone have emt it 
We'tt use it as we wani it 

Security is now all iiddle diddle. 

I wish you would telt folks to stop callin me Jack 
DowningT— twas well eauf when I wasnt quite as much 
up in the world as I now be^ and it was iest so with 
Mr, Van Burenr— folks would kee|^ callin him ^ Mat;^* 
but it warnt right, and it aint good manners nuther. 
And there is another th'tnf^ I dont tike; but I dont care 
so muoh about it (for 1 aint ashamM of any letter I 
ever did write) and that is printin in a Book all the 
Letters I Jint writ, an4 mixing up otlier Letters and 
Sam Patch, antl callin some of .mjr Letters to jou cou^- 
terfits. As soon as I get the Gineral threw this Con- 
gress, Pll turn tu and getmj Letters all together that- 
I wr«t to you, beginnin with the grand iow^r. Major 
Karl is drawn my likeness, and the Glneral's and Mr. ^ 
Van Buren's and the most of our folks for me.*" He is 
a master hand at it; and Zekil Bigelaw tells me if I'll 
give him the cop^ri^ht, he'll new shingle our old barn 
for nothin. How comes on your book about the Hart- 
ford conventicMft? The Gineral wants you to send him 
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a copy out as soon as it is done — he wants tosee how 
nig^ Yankee Naltification (^mes to Nullificfitioii now- 
a-dajs. 

Yours, &c. 

J, DOWNING^ Major, 
Downingville Militia, 2d Brigade. 



LETTER LXVII. 

The Major's conversation with the President on the sub- 
jtd ojihe Bank^ the currency^ his cabinet ^ the pro- 
' damation^ Messrs. Clay^ Taney ^ and other matters. 

Washington, Ded 1 4, 1 833. 

To my old friend, Mr. Dwight of the New York Daily 
Advertiser. 

We have got business enuf now on our hands, I tell 
J ^:_^L — .-.^y ^^y ^g j,j^yg 1^ squaH that 

Jim. We have had fair wind 
IS know exactlj^how to steer 
wind comes right in our teeth, 
since congress met ; and the 
watch them fellows closely. 
Major," says he» " on Cky— 
fellow, and will speak out his 
[Is at the door ; and if he had 
i the gineral, "as I hay e, there 
e would ^ive us; niakie as good 
\\xi it will never do to trust 
»* Very well," says I, ** gine- 
ays I, *< the oritur soinahow 
the while, •> "Thik^tro^ 
' and therefore we mim^^P 
1 the time is come^ now VLk" 
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jor, when we must all on na try our popularity— for 
when the law is agih U3, we shan't have nothin ei«e to 
stand on. There is nothin," says the ginerah *' like 
war times, Major— for then, when those troublesome 
fellows talk. 4ibout law, r give 'em Martial .Law, and 
that make» short work ont.** 

Just ater breakfast yesterday, I and the gineral had 
a high time together. I had been expectln every day 
to see the bank come out with a reply ; and I tell'd the 

f:ineral, says I, * Gineral, I'm afraid we'll git'a stumper 
rom Philadelphy one of these days, that will nock us 
all into kindlin wood. But he kept sayin there was no 
fear of that. ' Why,' says he, * ^ajor you forgit that 
we first give the bank a most mortal weltin 3 years ago 
and left em no other defence than to print reports, and 
speeches ; and that shovv'd they hadn't much spunk ; 
and we have been criplin on era ever since. Ana when 
I see they began to stagger, I give em our hull battery, 
and opeBed upon em in flank, front, and rear our sharp 
shooters headed by that ama^in cute little district at- 
torney openM first on em^ Then come my proclama* 
tion— and then my message— and then Mr. Tany's 
report/— and the globe all the while throwin shells and 
rockets. * Why' says the gineral — gittin up and taken' 
hid hickory, and givin it a whack on the floor—' it the 
bank stands all that raicket, Mftfor, its tuffer than a 
pepperage log. *'No, no Major," savs the gineral, 
** don't you fear thit1;he bank will ever say a word in 
reply-^it's as dead now," says the gineral, '« as askin'd « 
racoon." And the words want out of his mouth, afore, 
in come a hull bundle of letters and newspapers, and 
the first thing I see among 'em was the <« Bank reply.'* 
** Now," says I, ** gineral, here's trouble !^ — here's the - 
very thing," says I, « I've been afraid of all the while." 
The gineral laft a spell ; and says he, "Major, suppose 
ou and I now jist take a bout, and you'll s^e bow easv 
can oock that reply into nothin." ♦< Well," says I, 
" Gineral," its a bargain — *' Now," says I, let us sit 
dowQ, and you may take, says I, the globe or our dis« 
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trict attorney's report^ or yoar. proclamation^ or your 
message, or Mr. Tany's report — ary one on em,*— or, 
says 17 come to think on't, you may take 'em all toge- 
ther,— for they are pretty much all one — ^ind I'H tStc 
this * Bank reply,' and then let's see what kind of a 
fight it will turn out. ' Well,' says the gineral, * you 
are a man of spunk, Major, and I like you for it : if I 
make a prisoner on you, Fll treat you like a tuTi^c sol- 
dier.' < Aiid 80 wiU 1 you, Gineral,' says I, ' and if yoo 
fall in the fight,' says I, 'Gineral, V\\ briry you,' says 
I, * with the honors ^f war, and then we shook hands. , 
Now, Major, sarf^ the gineral, as I am to begin the 
fijijit, 4on t yott fire till I tire, " and then we*ll go thr^w, 
shot by shot" *^ 

Weil, says I, "I want to know first, if I have a 
rijght to fire back t/OMr shot^ if they miss me, and I can 
pick em up?" <*0, yes," says the gineral, <' that's fiiir 
in war. Use the enemy's shot and shells, and guns 
too, if you can, Major-^^Aa^'5 the true art of tvar»^ The 
gfneral all the while kept fixing his papers all in a 
string on one side the table- He put his Own messages 
and; proclamation in the middle, and flank'd off with 
our district attorney and Mr. Tany's reports ; and then 
he sifted the Globe about, and called them scoiUs and 
foragers*^^^ There," says he, <« Major, 1 am now near- 
ly ready ; and lie took off hrs specks, and gin em a 
*gpod rubbin, and pat em on again. *» Now, Major," 
^ays he, " take your station." And I went round tother 
« side, and sat down. <• Are you ready," says the gine- 
ral ? '* All ready," says I — and at it we went. The 
gineral, he open'd his fire first, as agreed, and "he fir'd 
away from his first message — And then his 2d — then 
'he took the Globe, and then the reports,— and he blaz'd 
away like ail wrath, for an hour 5 and as soon as he 
stop'd to take breath. <' Now," says I, " its my time,** 
-«-and I read the reply a spell, and answered all he said 
in thr^e minits. And I gin him a look! The ^neral 
twisted his face most shockin, and scratched ' his head 
toQu Bat he went at it agin as spunky as %ver ; for he 
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is an amazin tuff crittir in a fight, and hangs on like a 
snappin turtle when he gits hold. He banged laway a 
spell agin like all patar ; and jest as he took his specs 
off to give em a rub, I gin him the reply agin. The 
giileral gin bis face another plagy hard rumple ; and I 
sat waitm for him to fire agin. Says he, " Major, that's 
A sharp piece you are firin with there." " It's a peeler," 
says I, ^ Gineial, I tell yoa— but you haint got thebfst 
©n*t yet^t's gettin warm,'* says 1. 

" Major," «ays the gineral, " sqppose we chaofte bat- 
teri£S — (et me take that reply, and you take all these 
documents. I like to fight," says t:e gineral, "when 
tbere is ten to one agin me." '* So do 1," says I, " Gi- 
neral, and so we'd better fight it out as we sit." 

The gineral looked a spell at his paper again^ and 
says he, ^ Major, I reckon we had better have a truce." 
"mt now," says I, ** I've got my hand in now, and 
want to see the fight out." «* Well," says the gineral, 
**you see Major what comes when any one attempts to 
drive the executive 5" and with that he got up, and tocjk 
off his specks, and put em in his pocket, and put on hi^ 
hat, and took his hickory, and fetched a whack on the 
table, — <'Vi&To," says he, "that's enuff," says I, 
" Gineral." 

<And now,' says the Gineral, let's go and take a 
walk — and so we went. The Gineral didn't say nothin 
for more than a mile, and I nothier. ^ So, to rights,* 
says he, 'Major, every bodv says Money is very scarce.' 
•That's true enuf,' says f, *and it's not*got as scarce , 
as it will be afore winter is over,' — and then I tell'd the 
Gineral the cause on't *Well,' says the Gineral, *I 
believe you are right; and if the worst comes to the 
worst,' says he, *w«'ll have a new bank, and that will 
make money plenty agin. Wont it?' — 'Yes,' says I, *I 
suppose so/bttt we can't git a new hfnk, Gineral, fore 
this ones time is out, and that's nigh three years yet; 
and long afore that time,' says I, 'there will be troiible 
enuf, as tiiis one must alt the while be collectiQ in its 
own moneyi and talks will fail, and bebankrupt; ^nd 
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then twenty new banks will do no good*' *l don't see 
that,' says the Gineral. *If we could make a new bank 
now,' says I, 'riglit off, and let it take up the business 
of the old one, it wouldn't make much odds. But the 
law wont illow that, you know, GineraL' And just tiien 
the Gineral got in i^ iraj be has of twitchin with his 
suspender buttons bdilnd; and to rights he broke one 
oft'. — *Ther€,' says he, ^Majjor^ here is this confounded 
button oft* again. ' * Weil,'" says I, that's a small matter 
—here is a tailor's shop, — let's go in and make him put 
it on^^and so in we went The tailor happened tp be 
bne of our party, and was tickled to death to s^the 
President^ and thought he was goin to^it an office ri^t 
9Sf and was plagily cot down when he come to find it 
was q^y a birtton off; and so he jumped back on his ^ 
board, and sat down on bis heels. agin, and said if the ' 
Gineral would take off his pantaloons he'd put it on in 
a few minutes. ' 

I looked at tfie Mineral, and he looked at n^e— Mid 
we both looked at the tailor. ^ Why,' says the Uin^ral, 
'tills is the worst thing. Major, I ever met — I'm stump'd 
completely! It will never do tbfisk walking home with 
tills button oS^ for if 'tother one comes ^ft^ it's all over 
with me; and I sit here without my pantaloons till that'- 
fellow puts on a button, I'll kitch my death of cddl 
look here Major, says the Gineral, that other button is 
takin idl the strain, and it will come off in less than five 
minutes-'-what is to be done? It seems to me Major, 
said the Gineral, Hhat no man is placed sr) often in sucb 
real trouble as I am' — *yes,' says I, ♦Gineral, but its 
fortunate for you, you always have me with you** ♦! 
know it, Major,' says he, ♦and I hope you ,wiil be as 
true a friend ^ov/ as everyou have be^n-^and with that 
says I to the tailor, 'Isan't you fix things now* ao as ie 
get over all this trouble?' 'There is only one way^' 
says the tailor, «and that I've stated, and another thing)' 
says he, Hhe Gineral wants a new pair.' 'Tou fascai,' 
says the Gineral, 'you canH make a better pair, and one 
that fits me better^ if you try >& mcntli*-nthese panta^ 
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loons, said the Grineral, are better than a new pair^ and 
if thej only had new btttt<Mi8 here they would last me 
to my dying day.— -It takes me weeks and months to 
rit a pair to sit easy; I wont have a new pair,' says 
trie Oineral) *that I'rii determinM on.' *I see,? says 
the Gia*ral, *whlit you are after — you want a new 

♦Well,' says I, *Gineral, let me try — and with that 
I wax'd a thread, and got a new button; and whilst the 
Gineral stood up, I sot down behind him, and stitched 
on #ie button In S minits — the Gineral aH the while 
shakin his hickory at the tailor, and tellin him that he 
had no more brains in his head than he had in his thim- 
ble. *you are a pretty fellow to belong to my jmrty,* 
' says he; *I should hai« been soon in a pritty coiflltion, 
if I had taken your advice,' says the Gineral/ Let 
me ever ketch you at the White House agin.' So to 
rights, the tailor got mad too, and. said he did'ht belong 
to the Gineral's party — he was a Tany-Kindle-Van- 
Buren-Jackson-man; lie knew which side * * * 
butter'd, and I looked plagy knowin too^ 
much as I could do to keep the Gineral 
him — so says I, *come, Gineral, let's b 
we went home — the Gineral all the whiU 
his escape from an awful state, that tail 
getting him in. 

^WelU'saysI, KjrineraU little things 6< 
us a kink, and a notion of bigger ones; a 
I, Mio ynu know« Gineral, we are in a sera 
much tike that one we jest got out on.' \ 
the Gineral. 'Why,' says I, «the Bank 
says I, *jest like your pantaloons, better than new;--^ 
a!od only wants a new button; and some of these tailors 
about us here want us to set shiverin and shakin, and 
runnin the risk of gettin a rheumatiz that will last us 
our lives, jest for them to get the job of makin a new 
one.' 

, * And now,' says I, «I guess you and I had better 
disappoint 'em, as we did ue tailor jest now, stitch on 

Q 
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a new button^ and things will ail so smooth agin/-^ 
The Ginerai did'nt say a word; but he got Siinkm 
l^lagey hard, till we got home agin, and he got his pipe, 
and I got mine, and just as we were lighten cm, saja 
he^ ^Major, there are some fellows abont us here that 
pester me most desperate! j-^we must ail go as a ^Unit,' 
or I must blow 'em all' up and get a new set ^W'ell 
think of it,' si^id the GineraU and with that, we cock'd 
our feet on the mantle tree, and in less than fi^e minits 
jou could'ut see no more on us than our toes. 

Your Friend, * 

J. DOWNING, Major. 
DowniDgville Militia, £d Brigade. 



LETTER LXVIII. 

^fhe Major and the President again holds an important 
conversation on the affairs of the nation and how 
things should be conducted.^ ' The President calls the 
cabinet together^ and the Major prepares a paper to 
to read to it which he afterwards has printed for the 
good*of the nation. ^ 

To my old friend Mr. Dwight of the New York Daily Ad- 
'vertiser. 

You know I've ben tellin you long about my fears of 
many tr " *" It^s bad enuf— and is goin to be 

worse y< athin. And the Ginerai is begin- 

nin to t1 /Vll our folks about us^here doixt 

feel it fi il got fat offices — but I know the 

people 1 nt got fat offices— ^nd until they 

will spe; will go worse and worse— ^very 

letter I _ rouble and distress— and I tell'd 

the Ginerai tothei day, says I, Ginerai we must look 
into this mattet now I teU jou — why says he JMajor the 
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government aint to blame — every man aboat me Aajs it 
aint his feult Well, says I, someone did it I'm cei^- 
tain— ^tilings went smooth enuf, says I, till lire got dab* 
fin and medliti in monev matters and the Ba^ak, and 
now its aH heads and points, and when we 8ay it aiiit 
our fault, says I, its pretty much like a^nan puttin a 
pole over a fence on a swivel — and after pulltn one end 
round with a jerk, if he knocks over a dozen folks with 
the other end says it aint his fault — now its pretty 
muchjist so with the Bank, says I, and if you can't see 
it, 2A\ I can say is, I can. 

Wfell Major, says the Gineral, something must be 
done any how, for I begin to think that politics and 
money matters dont always work together. I'll call 
all our folks together, says the Gineral, and we^ have 
a full cabinet and look into this matter, and do you 
Major prepare yourself, for I'm goin to turn over a 
xiewleat^ that rm determined on — and with that he is- 
sued orders for every man to be at the Cabinet Chamber 
the next day just after breakfast — and 1 went to work 
puttin down all my notions in writin, for I expected a 
rough time and a pretty sharp set of fellows to beat o&) 
and thinks I as it is the fashion now-a-days to read pa- 
pers to the Cabinet, I'll give 'em one that will be worth 
readin, and I guess it will be the last one that the Sen- 
ate will ask an ofBicial copy of in one #hile. It took 
nigh upon all ni»ht to write it out — and I sprung to it^ 
for I tnink the time is come to let some folks see they 
haint got a green horn to outwit wheti they try me. 

And so iSe Gineral bad 'em all up in the Cabinet 
Chamber yeste^iay,. and such an overhawlin I W^er 
gee— I sat all the while with one foot on the table, whit- 
lin a pie^e of shingle — and the Gineral was walkin round 
among 'em, t^Uin about the troubles in money all about 
the country, and asking bow we are to get out of the 
scrape — I kept an eye on most all on 'egi, and both ears 
on pretty mucin the hull on 'em, and*such a winzin and 
tangle I nevef see since the day all Oontiingville cum 
over to the Jackson side, and that was jist arter hii 
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el6c^ioD--*Thej thought I wiis determiii'd the first go 
off to say DothiD — And to rights I heard one chap jist 
behind me tell the Gineral ^^ there was om Major in the 
Cabinet who made prettj much ail the trouble, and that 
he was writin letters that .went all the while agin the 
rest on *era — and if it warn't for Aim they could m^ke 
the people believe, just what thej wanted — that it was - 
Aw fault that the Cabinet was obliged to shift their 
^roufid about the Bank and crass tracks eTery day. If 
It had 'nt been for him the deposited would have beei| 
removed because there warn't no * Safety Fund' in the 
Banky and the People been contented — and if it warn' 
for him the government cpuld make the people believe 
that Biddle was the sole cause of tlieir bein no mouej 
now-ardays," and so on. I jest stop'd whitlin a minit 
and cast my eye over my left sholaer, and the fellow 
dodg*d behind the Gineral in a flash, and when I look'd 
round the ring I found pretty much the hull on em look- 
in at me and there warn't a word said. 

And to rights the Gineral he walk'd up to me and 
stop'd right in front and look'd me strait in the face« 
says he, Major youNe beam a I tliat is said — and I 
should like to know what you have to say in reply — 
no man shall leave tliis room says the Gineral till this ^ ^ 
trouble is cleared up—* Major' says the Gineral (wid his 
lip began to quiver 1 tell you) Miyor^ says he, it would 
tajceagood many men to convince me that you aint 
what 1 have always found you— an honest man atid 
a^ true patriot — some folks about us have bin whisper- 
in in my ear for a long while that yo|i aint what 
I tli^k you are — ^but Major says the Gineral — I , am a 
solmer and so are you — and we are now all face tq face 
—no more whisperin says the Gineral, and he gave his \| 
hickory a whack on the floor and look'd round u;e hjili ' 

ring—The country is in a trouble says he, and the 
time is come for every. honest, man to speak out — if 
there is error let it be corrected— if there is trick we 
must expose it--^and now, Major says the Gineral, do 
you set stillt-and if any man hasi any thing to say agin 
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yott let hm speak aut. When thej are<idl dene—^yon 
can slnswer tiiem-Mind with that the Gineral paU'd his 
own chair up to the other side^f the table and lajd his 
hickory and hat down before hira, and all our folks be- 
gan to nock nosetf in little g^roups here and there, and 
one 'em, no matter wh6, was as busy as a lap d(^ on a 
trahin daj,^ sm^ing round from one to another to find,, 
the right man to speak first— -but none on '«m seem'd 
to like it —The Gineral all the while sat btinkin and 
iookin round at'emall,andrum|)lin his face once and 
it while most plasty. ' 

So to rij^ts-, this one of *em come forward and bow'd, 
tokd says he, Gin«r<*?, that ^ our suffering is intolera- 
ble,'' thei*e is little doubt; and the iquestion is not how 
we got into our present condition, but how we can best 
gU cfut of it* I believe,; says he, (turnin With a bow to 
every body — ^for he is an amazin polite cratur,) that is 
the true and only pwnt now for discussing, "Not ex* 
actlvj says I, but no matter.** " Weil, says he, as re* 
gards the Major^ far be it from me to make any charge 
against him; he is decidedly the favorite of the people, 
and should be the favorite of every man in^ office who 
wishes to k^p his office; but 1 wo'iild say, that I wish 
the Major had a higher office. I wish he was an audi- 
tor of accounts— or a receiver of public money-^r a 
minister abroad— or an Ingin ajgentj or any other office 
in the goverftment; but as he is now — there is no get- 
ting hold of either end of him; we cati't elevate him, 
which I sincerely desire — ^we can't put him down, 
which no man desires. There are things inall govern- 
mentsr— and in this in particular, that requires c^kirf 
upi)efore the should be served with it; but the fejor 
kakids the dishes over to the people raw and uncookM, 
and lets every man dress his own dinner — this is not 
right 

, And then, again, he is an enemy to party, and thinks 
^t politicians shouldn't meddle in money matters, 
when we all know that none of us wtould now be here 
without (rfSde, and that fj^ aiift wprth a % without 
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airood streog OBe^ and tliat^rtj moit. keep^ all ^ 
omc^ and the control (»CaU the moneys for^ without 
money» thaoffices woat begood fup no^hia-Miiidf with^ 
out offices theiparty will be all sicattared: took at mj 
own statet aee^how things work theref and Jtiat so the j 
^ould hero. We must have the Bank— wo ca»'t do 
an/thing without it It id all good eaaogh. enough if 
wecouk) get Biddie and his friends out of it-^buisee^ ^ 
in.weha^e tried that and ean^t sycceed^ this most go* 
down^ and then we'll have a new one after our own 
faahuh'-Hiafiirtiinatelj) 9ome will sufiftr«^because this 
one inust, I suppoSf^ colteet its debta and wind up-* 
b«tt what is the sufferings of i^jfew in trade, com^af'4 
to the breaking up of n, poHtia^ j^fH^f now. all hitched 
together^ think of us all going back again, to practice 
law— and you, Mr. Auditor, to keeping a school^-^Hind 
jou, Mr. Secretary^ : to keeping a shtip — and ?ou to 
ploughing — ^and jou to plantin corn, and you to cuggii^ , 

Gtatoes— and you to piintin newspapers.—^* And yott> 
ajor," says he^ " what would become of you?" 
I be^an to crawl all overp and was just goin to say 
something, butl thought I wouldn'ttellhe^ot throng^; 
and he reeled it off' for more than an hour pretty much 
in the same way about thin^ in genera!, and Major 
Downing in oarticular^-and as $oon as he stopt^ I got up 
and says I, has any body got uothin more to sayr No 
one said a word. Says I, is all that iswiidput in 
writin?— for then there wiU be no mistake^ ntf tumin 
corners; no dodgin afterwards. " O no,'* says he, 
M there is no n«iessity to put any thing in writin of this 
nature-*-that ain't my way,'' says he; . .*< I have alwi»ys 
said I don't like to g^t into the newMjaperfe*?'. " Well,'^ 
says I, "that's just where we differ**-what I'am gOin 
to say now, say 1% is all in my pocket in black and 
whiter— and with the Gkieral'spermission, says 1^ I'll 
read it to the members of the Cabinet, and then i'li*gtt 
it printed, and then all ottyou can read Jt^ and jerery 
man shall have a copy on't ex^pt Clay and thete^ ot 
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tke SeR*te-^or tho' the kwstn ihej ai^a part of the 
government, they ainH got no bu^inesA rriih miy paper 
reftd to the Cabitiet-'*-«in*t that law ^ gaiya 1, Gindral?" 
The Ginerat nodded his head, and ihat waa etmfj and 
aaya he, *♦ Major, do yoi» r^-^d that papery I know yon 
WeH enof to ktow it will be art hottest view of things, 
and I don't care whose toe» you tread on. I have no 
interiest in these matters further than t6 do my fluty— • 
if any fellows have misled me, i advise 'em to keep an 
eye on my hickory. " • 

And then I took out my papers from my pocket and 
went at itj and I didn't mince matters I tell you. The 
Gineral satrestin his elbows on the table with his chin 
in J)9th hands and lookin straight in my face the hull 
time, ony once in a while he'd take his hickory and 
whack it on the table when any one muttered and whis- 
pered| and assoonas I got to the end on^, then come 
a buz and a tnaxin; and the Gineral got up and fetched 
another whack on ;(he table with his hickory, enuf to 
loosen ones eye teelii. 

Now, says the Gineral, I've hearn both sides, and 
the people will shortly hear it too. If they say the 
Major i^ right, I wont oppose them any longer; if they 
aay the Major is wrong, then we'll go on as We now 
go; and now, says he, Major, git that paper printed, 
and the only favor I ask of you is not to sent an official 
copy out to the Senate if they ask one; — and with that, 
I and the Gineral bowed off the Cabinet, and the Ma- 
jors, and the rest of the government; and we turned to 
readin letters from aH quarters, alt full of iponey trou- 
bles and distress, enuf to give one thexholera morbus; 
for as I said atore one is just about as bad as t'other. 

Ill send you to-morrow or next day, the paper I read 
to the Cabinet, and the rest of the govemnient, for you 
to print It's too long for this letter, and you can ask 
ZeVel Bigelow, if he haint stop'd paymentt to pay for 
the expense of printen 6n't, and tell him for me if his 
head is above watery its morft th|in can be said of most 
folkB^*Mind he "better hold on to all he's got, and ride 
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out the stora if faecan. Hi» la^ letters to me^j 
thiiijs are shockla bad m Wall street, but the woi«t 
thei^ aint as bad as things are away West and Soath, 
and they will be worse yet, if the people don*t decide 
pretty soon, as the Oineralsays, whether I am ri^t or 
Wrong.— For its the people's business now, and the 
Gineral is waiten for 'em. 

Your Friend, 

J. DOWNING, Majw, 
Downingville Militia, £d Brigade^ 



LETTER LXIX, 

MAJOR DOWNING'S OFFICIAL COMMUNF^ 
CATION TO THE CfABINET. 

Read to the Cabmet^ and majors^ auditors^ and under- 
secretaries^ and sub-^pastmasters^ and the rest of the 
Government^ on 26/A day of December^ A, Z>. 1^33 
^-^nd printed for ike tise of all the citizens from 
Downingville to New Orleans^ cdong the sea coasts 
and up the Missippi and Missouri, and so down the 
jLakes^ and across by the Erie Caned to Albany^ ani 
along by the midde rout Qver New Jersey^Pensylvany, 

. andjllaryland^ to Washington-^and aw^ agin to 
cdl parts of cr,eatimky and to every body* 

Gineral— -and Gentlemen of the Cabinet, and the 
reist jpn you here present, composin the Government-^ 
I speak to you as a man standin right betweenjou and 
the people— ^ what I am. goip to say aint calculated to 
make any on you change, your opinion, so much as to 
make you know mine^— you have pretty much all on you 
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had your tum^^und now comes wy tiirii-^-4f «»y tWnj 
I say has^harp corners and < sera |>e8 the skin a leetlt, 
it is because I baint had time to file the ed^ smooth. 
I'll give you my notions pretty much as you ged bread 
from the Bakers, and leave yoa to slice it or chunk it 
as best suits you; and pvery man can butter his own 
slice just to please his fancy»*^that aint my business^ so ' 
imichasitishisD. 

We ate m€t here not only to fix on sope plan to get 
the country out of trouble, but to see how it got into 
trouble; and I am goin to say a little on both pints. 
When a chimbley smokes at the rong eend with the 
wind at the north east, some Mk» may content thern^ 
selves with openin win^lowa and doors, to let the smoke 
out, but my notion is that the safest plan is to see into 
the cause onU,and correct it-^»o that the chimbley 
Will only smoke at the right eend, let the wind Wow 
any ivay. 

Now there IS a few things we must look into a little, 
and then we will know more about em^ and t am goin 
^0 examine-^ 

What kind of a oritur the bank of the United, States 
ralv is. 

Whether its nature is to do good or evil to the coun- 
try, and then wind up»with ^ 

Matter^ and things in general. 

Twenty years ago the country was in trouble, and 
fill'd up with all kinds of bank paper — ^ni^ upon as 
bad as old Continental-^-and a good deal was a little 
worse* If any b<Kly aint old enuf to remember that 
time, i^d wants to see what kind of money I mean, let 
him go to the IVeTBtsury, and Mr. Taney can show him 
nigh'a million and a halt of dollars, not worth the cost 
of the paper amd ink used every year in maktn a report 
onH — but tills is ony ^ dro^ compared to what^ould 
be now there of the same kind of stutfif it had'nt been 
for the Bank pf the United States. All our wise 
folks of that day said we must have a Bank of the United 
St^es, and a good big one. One strong eiiuf to do the 
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%■ 
work w«lly ftnd to'jpleiir oat all this traaK^—and so this 
Bank was raade» aiid the first thing was, asjhere was 
a very Httle ralemooeyin the tountrjt the Bank, went 
aad bo't a good jag ont in Europe, and went tonvork 
here dearin away, jest as we do our fields in the 
Spring. *, 

It was a pretty dirty job to ob so I tell yon, and the 
Bank did'nt get through with it without scmtchin and 
smuttin its fingers pretty considerable; and that wam't 
the wq|st onH for the Bank. The tJivernnxent made 
the Bank agree to pay fifteen hundred thousand dollars 
for the privilege of ^01 ng this work, and made it agree 
to take cace of the people's ntioney in all parts of the 
country, aiidvto pay it here and there wherever the 
Government told 'em to pay all the pensions, and to 
do evei'y thing in the money way without chargin any 
tiling for it to the Government. This was apreHy tuff 
bargain for the Bank — tor all it got in return was to 
have the keepin of the money, and when the<3rovern- 
mentdi^l'nt want it the Bank might lend it out. It 
took a good many years afore the Bank got things to 
work smootii. ft was like a whappin big waggon that 
wanted a good many horses to drag it, and as it had a 
valuable freight in it, it wanted none but the b^ kind 
of horses — real Conestogas — and it wamt every one 
who knew how to drive such a team. The owners of 
this wa^on tound that out-*-for some of the first that 
they got came plagy nigh oversetting it. So to rights 
they got "Squire Biddle. I suppose they thought niat 
seem that the folks in Petinsylvariy have the ^st and 
strongest horses and the biggest wasgons, they oug^t 
to know best how to guide en^ Well, they made a 
pretfy ^ood guess that time^^flr ever «incc they tol4* 
the ^uire to take the lines,, they ha|nt lost a linchfiin 
or broke ft strap; and thertf wamt no oomplaints made 
agin him by the folks on the road, or the country. , 

All the other waggoners liked ^e Squire amasiogly* 
hB was alwaya ready to give 'em a lift when he found 
them in the rnudy aiid whenever they got short of pro? 
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vaider, the Sqwire never refeseil to tam out soaie of 
ins to keep tfadr borsed from suffering. Eyery thing 
w» goin on better and better, aBd every body said at 
home and abroad there warnt such a team in all crea- 
tion. Well, about four ytars ago we began to pick a 
quarrel with the Squire, and its been goin on every year 
pretty much ,after thi^Sashion- The- first go off some 
of our folks wanted the Squire to change some of his 
leadin horses— they said the breed warbt right— he 
ought to put. on the lead some Albany trotters— ^at 
they were the best horses on the lead he could have. 
The Squire did'nt like to change — he said the horses 
he had, knew the ro£|d as well as he did, and they 
would^nt bolt, nor icick up, and when they came to up 
hill woiitjxc could depencl on 'em. 

Then again our folks wanted the Squire to change 
Jiarness— ^hey said they had new patent collars, and a 
horse could pull as much agin with 'era as with the 
old fashion'd collars. Well the Squire didn't like that 
notion nother. So to the rights they told the Squire 
he must give up the lines— well that he wouldn't do he 
said, without orders from the owners of the teams^ 
they had appmhted him, and so long as they kept him 
there, he would go along and do his duty, jest he had 
done— and it warnt right to keep stoppinhira everyday 
on the rtmd, and trying to make nim try new plans. 

And with that, all our folks made a regular battle on 
the squire — some took away out of his waggon a part of 
the bags and boxes, and divided it round among the 
drivers of others waggons, who was mixtn in the scuf- 
fle too, and fiway they crackM off with it. Some 
undertook to cut thesqltire^s traces, they thought 'they 
was only leather add rope traces; but tlie squire was 
too deep for 'em, for his traces was all chains kivered 
with leather, and so they sj^lt ^eir jack-nives. Some 
went on a-head and rolled stones in theroad, and dug 
deep holes, and tried all they could to make the square 
upset, and threw stones and mu<i^at him i^d his horses, 
JDiut the squire kept on his horses di^te^'f flinch^ and as 
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they )itd drag'd the big wa^on tn^r woirte roads in the 
day, they went along without accident ^ Well now it 
tarns out that aJl the wagons that drove off so with a 
part of the squire's lo^d are in trouble, for the first 
piece of muddy road, they all stuck fast, and there they 
are now. One wants the other to give him a pull and a 
lift; but they say they all wantWting-^the squire has 
just cofne up with 'etn, and now they want him to hiteh 
onto 'em and dra^ ^cm all out together^ buthe^ says 
that's kn possible, the most he can do is to tak^ back the 
kmd th^y took from bis wasgon, and then perhaps they 
can eit out of the mud| nut it is more than his team 
can do^ and he wont run the risk of breakin his harness 
or injure his horses to <lrag 'em ali out together.^ Well 
now that's just about the conditiota^of Uiings, and the 
longer they remain so, the worse it will be-^the longer 
horses and .waggons stand knee and hub deep in mud, 
the^less able i&ey'U be to git out on't. 

And I'll leave 'em there a spell, and we'll take a look 
» into the natur of the Bank,^nd what it really is, lor 
to hear some folks about it, one would think it was a 
mo9t shocking monster* and that it was pretty much 
nothin else but squire Biddle^ when it is no more the 
squire than that big waggon is, not a 'grain more. Look 
at this long list of names.; well these are the owners of 
the Bank-^ere we see in the first place the nation owiift 
<Kie^fifth, and the rest is scattered round, as you sec 
here, among an everlastin batch of folks all aboQt this 
country, and some in forin countri^; and I am glad 
to see on the ^list here old widows and old men, and 
trustees of children^ who haintgot no parents livin and 
all oar own people, they put fteir mony in the stock 
of this Bank for his sale keeping-^not to speculate— 
«nd just so with the innocent foreigners, and the best 
on't is they have paid our folks a pretty high preniium 
fur every tiollar on't—well these are fojks then that 
c«nu)ose the Bank. 

Now w^t do thev wftot this Bank mana^dP-^tfiia 
business of the Bank is to* loan money, and is jest for 
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all the world like uny rich man whose business is to 
loan out his money ; is it his interest to dabble in poli- 
tio^ or to kt politicians dabblf^ with him? not an atom 
on't* I never knew one of your rale politicians who 
ever could pay his debts, and they aint the kind of folks, 
people like to de^ with any who maj have got money 
to loan^ they know thai; talking politics, and gettin 
things into snarls jest to answer party purposes aint the 
way to pay interest nor principal nother, and politi'* 
ciads in a Bank are the worst folks in the world for 
the owners of the Bank, for the most on 'em haint got 
mony of their own to lend, but they are plagy ready to 
loan other folks' money to brother politicians of the 
same party, 

^o no, a man who has got his mony loan'd out (and' 
its jest so with a Bank) want to see every body busy 
and industrious aiid mind their business and increase 
their property, for then they will be able tp pay inter- 
est and principal too; they dont like to gee things all 
mixed up with politics and people quarrelUn and dis* | 
putin, and whea they do, they git the moner back in 
their pockets agin as soon as they can, for tney know 
that politics aint profitable business. 

Then it comes to this, that if the Bank is what I have 
said it is (and its nothin else,) it aint such a monster 
as some folks try to make us think it is, instead of 
being a dangerous monster. I see and I know every 
body else must see, who dont scjuint ^t it, but looks it 
strait in the face; that its natur is iesi like the natur of 
any man who has got property in the country, and that 
is to have every thing^go on in harmony tind with in- 
dustry and honesty ada accordin to law 5 no jangles 
and tandes and talkin politics in porterhouses and oar 
rooms, hurrain for this man, and pulling down that 
man; that kind of work dont clear up new lands nor 
plough up old ones, it dont keep the hammer goin,and 
the wheels turning and dont pay interest nor principal 
nothen 

R 
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But some on joa saj the babk has too mueh power^ 
and that Squire Biddle might do a good deal of mis- 
chief if he would. Weli^ there is mj old friend. Capt» 
Elibu S. Bunker, of the steam-boat President runnin 
betwixt New York and Providence'— he^s got awut sick 
another monster — there is no teHin what a^^dangeroua 
monopoly^ of power that critttfr got in that ate boat* 
I was lookin into it wj^en I came oa with him a spell 
. ago« and he was showin mh how he, managed it. lit he 
was to fasten down the kivers of theta two mortal big 
copper kettles he has got in his boat, and blow his bel- 
lesses a spell, he would smash every thing for more 
than 50 acres round— Does any body want to know 
why he don't do it— he has been in a ste^m^boat as 
' long nqw as the bank's been goin and haint scalded no 
body — ^but he can do it in a mirrit if he cbusea — well I'll 
tell you why he don't — it aint fmirUereBthud he don't 
own no more of the boat than Squire Biddle does of the 
bank — the owners of the boat employ, him t04nanage it 

• becau^ they know he understands his. business.. He 
kno^s if he didn't watch over their interest they'd turn 
him out — and jist go the owners of the bank would sarve 
Squire Biddle. And that aint all, Captain Bunker 
knows if he hurts any body with his boat he'd run a 
chance of hurtin himaelf too — he knows too thai it is the 
interest of his ownecs not to have any accidents aboard 
any boat — for if people git scalded m one steam boat, 
they'll keep clear of all on 'em,-r-and though some folks 
think banks aint like steam boats I can tell 'em that i^ 
the main thing they ^re exactly 'alike — for unless folks 
have got confidence in 'em an^ feel safe in 'em they aint 

^ worth ownin*—butwhei) they all go ou and meet no acci- 

* dents, they are pirty good property — and the largest, 
and strongest, and cleanest, and quietest, and best 
managed git the most business. Now I think that's I 
enuf about dangerous monopolies for a spell. 

JLet us now see what the bank i^ about, and what we 
've been about. 
Deacon Goodenou-^Has been in that bank as one of 
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its directdrs ofTarui on ever gince it was a bank, and I 
have heard him say 50 times, (and he's a man to bede'> 
pended on) he never heard a word about politics in it 
till about 4 years ago— and it ail came from our sendin 
eVerj year since that time, some rale politicians to help 
the other 20 dircctoi^ to manage the bank — the first go 
off, the deacon says, th^y thought best to keep qwiet, 
and make no stir abo^ it f for it was pretty much like* 
finding skunks in the cellar — ^the best yray was to tet 
'em atone, if they'd keep there, and run the chance of 
their goin out when they found there warn'tno eggs to 
suck — but when* they undertook to cum up chamber 
aud smell about in all the cupboards, it was time to 
snub 'em— and then camii*lrouble 5 and that's jist about 
the way now ^; and the deacon says, and he is about 
right, that politicians in a bank are jist as. bad as 
skunks in the cellar — there aint on<^. grain of difference. 

Some on you say we dont want a bank now — well 
that inay be so — but when I got up this morniR it was 
plagy cnilly till I got my coat on— now I am wart^^d 
It may be I dont need a coat — but I think if I tdMky 
coat off I'H feel chilly agin-*and 1 am so eerting of this 
I wont make a trial ont. 

Some on you say the owners of this bank haint got 
no right to a recharter — th«y h^ve had it long enuf- 
and its time now to have a new shulSe and cut— <well 
that aint my notion and I'll tell you why— tho'i this 
bank was chartered for twenty years— it had a good. 
right to believe we woiiid renew its charter if it be 
haved well and did a? duty.'^jist as a congressman has 
a right to expect his constituents will send him to con- 

fress agin if he behaves well — and its a good wajr to- 
eep foTkg strait and make em^o their duty—but if we 
are to knock this bffnk down iCnd have a new shuffle 
and cut, then I say that them folks who make money 
out ot a rise of stock in the new bank* ought to pay the 
loss that all these old folks and young chilclren will suf- 
fer by nocking dowA the old bank — tosay nothin abottt 
the innocent fareigoers who put their moo^y in this 
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bank ; ^inkin it was safc^. Am) let me tdl you an^ 
ther ^inff«— ^ loBger n bank stands, and the older it 
*giUf the Detter folki abroad i^nd at kj^esae like it — peo- 
ple who have got money to lend don't like changes— 
and particiilany government changes* Would^any on 
y^Hi like to lend folks money in south America ? and 
do you think any of them governments ^ould make a 
bank that folks would have any confidence in P I dont 
think they'could-- jist because they keep choppin and 
chauj^n every year. 

Wdl any on you say that it aint a ^od tiling for a 
country to make folks all about think it is a safe ctne to 
lend mony to ? aint good credit worth nothin P 

Well, how does any man in trade git credrit, and 
make folks think him safe to trust P Will he break up 
Ms stand every y-ear, and change his business, and try 
new plans P I say (hat aint the way, and no man ever 
prospered after that fashion ; but when he $nds things 
go well with him, be hang on $ or else be haint got no 

^Nw, my notion is, that none on us alone can in«ke 
folks all about creation think weai^ safefoiks tp trust. 
But all on us together can do so ; and that is tiie rea- 
son a good big bank can manage ithis for us. Folks 
abroad know the bank $ and the hank know us; bs^A 
so we can manage things through the bank better than 
"we can alone. 

Some on you say it aint right to pay interest to fo- 
reigners — that when we git nwney from foreigners, they 
keep drainin us of interest Well, that is all chalk and 
water. Now I know we have got an everlastin new 
country to clear up yet ; and if an honest industrious 
man can git a few hundred dollars lent to him, he ^an 
go and buva good many acres, and clear it up, and 
sell it to these very foreigners, who are all the while 
coming out here to settle among us, and they pay fifty 
times more for it than the land first cost ; and so our 
•Mte^g[^ on borrowin, and can well aftbrd to pay int^ 
rest, and .find themselves m a few years with tnoney ino^ 
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lend too; A^d aa lobg a» this business goes on, I for 
one ftm willing to say to foreigners, as the Cape Cod 
fisherman sajs to the fish, when he gets on the hoolL 
and is pullin him in— ^^ So long as you hold on one 
ecnd,J will t'other.'' Bat folks abroad who have mo- 
ney to lend, don't know our fplks who go on new land: 
and a good many on old land nother^ But they know 
our bank, and our canals, and rail-roads, and we sell 
'em the stock, and make 'em pay good premiumstoo : 
and our folks can lend. their money to our farmers. 

Butif wego on, and nock down this oank when \h 
charter is out, and bring trouble on the country, fo- 
reigners say, "Aha! there's trouble there I "—back they 
eome with their stock, and. git their j 

it 'y and all our prosperity is nocl ! 

We chartered this bank for 20 yean [J 

canal companies, and rail-road con i 

we mean when the time was up, to p 

too, and say we don't Want no ba , 

Dor a rail-road ? It aint common h( ; 

and I won't shuffle and cut with y 
shion ; for make what I might by I 

would be asham'd to look one of tl r 

reigners in the face— to say nothin of this long list 
of widows, and orfans, and trustees of estates, and ' 
' old folks, many on em, when they bought the stock at , 
a high premium, I suppose never thought about the 
charter, or how long it had to run but trusted to the 
government. And now* if you can chizzle them out of 
their property, as you will Jby putUn down this bank, 
ji^st te git a new shuffle and cut at a new one— without 
tiiri^ as red as a beet when yoii meet em, I for one 
<|rttjf' I can't<and I won't 

And now I'm most done-'-if I have trod on any one's 
toes, tt aint so much my fault as hisen : for I tread the 
the strait line, and tread ony on toes that stick out be- 
yond the line, and that's too often the case with folks 
now-a-days in offices. 

I've telled you now pretty much my notions ; and 

2R 
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I tell y»a for the last time jmi have ni&de a mistake^ 

and that^s no disffrace to any man unl^s; he tries to, 

Stick to it after m kaows he has made it. If you 

donH know how ta git the country out of the scraps 

you've got if in, i\ut people will tell you pretty qu|ck, or 

1 aint no hai^d At guesain. I Itave now done ifoy duty* 

If the people don't do theim it aint n>y fault If« they 

fiAvmvnfitinriAiirik right they Ml act OB em ; if they say 

en things will go on as they now go, 

m't git worse— -but that 1 wont pro- 

>ree to the worst, 1 shall suffer as 

, for I haint got no wife and chiJ- 

id I am «orry for those who have, if 

they now gOj) I can cut my fodder 

here. 

wintry, every acre on't, and it goes 
2e any part on't suffer. And I know 
)mes from party politics— this same 
has driv all our wisest and best men 
now to keep together Avants to get 
jon and all the money in it. 
, and I best stop now— for the teore 
he more I write about it, the more 
ijO more at present, ' 

n your t'ello>y citizen, 

J. DO\Vl>f ING, Major, . 
}ownin§vvlle Militia, 2d rfrigade. 
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LETTER liXX. 

The Mt^or earriea the axe^ sent to him us a present 
from Cktrthage, iV. F, over his shoulder intfi (he Co6- 
inel while the members were in CotmcU^ the scam- 
pering that folloived the si^htof it 9 and the resfdt — 
with a true picture of the scene. 

^ To ffiy <ild fnend Mr Dwight of the New York DaOy Ad- 
vertieer. 

Washington, lOth Januaryf 1834. 

Th^ pill I give the Cabinet, and the^restof the Crov- 
ernment here on the 27th of la&t month, is jist begin- 
rAii to operate, and I dont think some on 'em will want 
any more fisik fbr a good spell to come* ^Some of our 
folks make plagj u»lj faces at me, bat I told 'em ^at's 
a sure sign thej want iisik, and they'd feel better to 
rights. It was well I^top'd jist where I did in that 
Cabinet paper, fo»vray dander was jist lifting and if I 
had gone pn ten minits longer, I'd hit some oa^eui 
so hard they would'nt swc41. 

But that aint what I want to write you about now. 
I want to tihank them folks up in Carthage, in York 
State for the ax they made for me, and wliich they sent 
to you to send to me. I have jist got it, and it 
has tickled me eny most to death; I never got such 
a present*afore in my born days. I started ri^ht up 
chamber with it to the Giner«I, and bolted strait into 
the Cabinet room with my ax on my sliouraeri— the Gin- 
eral'was there with pretty much all our folks overhaiil- 
ing'the Post Office accounts^ and tryin to git them 
stiaite, which is a plagy tuf jobj but no matter: in I 
smash'd but afore I could git out one wtu-d, I nevei**6ee 
feuch a scamperin. I turned to head some on 'em, jigt 
to tell em what I was arter, bu^ it seei^aed the morel 
tried, the more they tried to streak it, and in less than 
one minit there warnt a livin crfter left but I-and the 
Gineral^ and the Gineral some how got a notion in his 
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head, and would a gone too,af there wacnt no pluck in 
him« He wa^ standiu up with hU back agin the man- 
tU ^ee, and his hickory in his hand 9 and lookM for all 
the. worW as tho' he was jist expectinga fight. 

Why^says I. Mineral, what on earth is all th^s seam" 
perii;ig for? Well, says he, I reckon you can tell bet- 
ter than I can ; and with that, he blink'd at me most 
plitgily; and says he, what is the news how? Why, 
says i, there aint nothin new but this ere ax, and 
1 brought it to show you; its a present to me, says I 
from Starks &€o., a way up in York State> on the 
Black River. The (Grineral changed face in a minit, 
and it wias Jist Mke the sun risin. He step'd up to irte 
aiK* took the ax, and walked to his chair, and sat down, 
a^»'* l.Vow'd his head back, and ha haw'd right out It ^ 
does me good, in these times to see the Gineral tickled 
at any thii^g. As soon a$ the Gineral could say any 
thing,— says lie Major call back 'lany ;and Barry and 
Amos, and haw, haw, haw; says the Gineral; and jist 
then, I got the notion why they all sc^pere^^oft' so j 
'and sot down right in front of tlie General, and we haw 
hawd'd I tell yoii, for more than half an; hour. 

Ahd so to rights, we got talkin agin, and tjie Gine- 
ral he wiped his eye, and blew his nose jist for all the 
world as tho' h« hid been^ cryin; and says he. Major, 
it aint stranse they was* a'leetle afeard of you, for do 
you know jist as you come in, some on 'em was say in 
about the plagy Post Office accounts. If Ihey did'nt 
git em strait pretty soon,, you would git at 'em and 
cho(> em all up into mince meat; and jisttheli siii^enuf 
in you come, and then haw, haw, haw> says the-^ine- 
pX agin. Well, says he. Major, I'm glad that people 
about are beginnin to look at you pretty much as I do. 
I toew, says |;^e, the time would come when they would 
say I knew what was what when I got you to be with 
me; and says he Major, let's look at tliis ax, and tlie 
Gineral he rubb'd his spec^; ^vell says he, thi§ is a 
splitter aint it; why, says he, if a man only got lath-', 
ered he could shave himself without a barber, for 
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for tbi3 ax 18 as bright as a looking glass and sharp as 
a razor ; aixd here is the maker's name too : *< Starks 
& Co. ' Carthage, New York'' I do wonder now, says 
the Gineral,if that aint the same "Stark" who Hck'd 
the British at Benlngton a spell ago?" •* I aint cer^ 
tin," sajs I. *< Well, nor I nother," says the Gine- 
ral, for do yon know Major I have been in so many 
wars myself, that I some times mis em np) and I haV% 
now got so much td attend to here, that I am bother'd 
about iiauies and places and times, most plagily. Now 
there is our little district attorney, our rolkstelled m^ 
when I appointed htm a Bank Director that he was ji&t 
the kind of man we wanted "to ride Biddle"/ and up- 
set hrmj and when they tell'd of " ridin " «* upsettin, 
and mentioned his name, I got a notion in my head t.|\At^ 
[ can't get Out yet, that he may be the same man iVe"" 
'heard tell on, who took a ride once, and then wrote a 
long account on't in poetry. Well, says I, Fm not 
certain of that nother; but Fve got a notion that the man 
you meSCo was John Gilpin. *« That's the same man, 
aint it," says the Gineral. No, ss^ys I, I guess it aint, 
for he lived in London. " O, that makes no odds," 
says he Ginleral ^ << for they used to call Philadelphia 
the Lond 'n of America." Well says I, then it must 
be the same, and if he's got on the squire to ride him, 
I guess it will turn out pretty much such another rtdej 
for, says I, the squire is a pretty good horse tor a tight 
null| but I don't think he*a stand easy under a saddle; 
It aint the natur of that breed. 

Well Major, says the Gineral, we must thank those 
folks for the ax any how, and as soon as the Senate pais,' 
upon that message we sent eto t'other day about othfcr 
present^ you can have the ax. Very well, says I, Gin- 
eral, and if Con^res9 dont pass upon lH)metbing else, 
says I, so a J to grt things as Wtle better in th^ money 
way, I'll want the ax, for we shall all come to choppin 
agin for a livin. 

I want you to send a printed copy of that letter to th^ 
makers of tliat ax, and when you git all my letters tm 
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you printed in a book send em one of the books mik 
my thank, for the ax. 

Your friend, 

J. DOWNING. Major, 
Downittgville Militia — 2d brigade^ 



, § LETTER LXXI. 

The Major and the President holds a general eonversfi' 
lion on the state of Uie Nation^ when the Major gives 
an eocplanation of the financial operations as now 
conducted^ by means of hocus poeus^ with cups and 
balls. 

To my old friend Mr. D wight, of the New York Daily 
Advertiser. 

Washington, 25th Jan. 1834. 

Ever since I and the Gineral settled the Post Office 
accounts, as 1 tell'd you in my last,' by charging the 
amount that Major Barry is astern, tb '* Glory" and 
**Refbrm^" the Gineral has been more easy about it 
than I am afeard other folks be, especially some of 
the opposition folks in Congress; they keep smellin 
round — and unless we can git up another nullification 
there will be trouble, not onlv about the Post Office, 
but some other branches of the Department. 
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said afore, if &e people d<in't tell the Legislatirrft ano* 
ther story, and Congress too, afore we are a month 
older, then," ^aysl, *'I koow nothing on em, *' Very 
well. Major," taysthe Gineral, '* we'll see"— and jest 
theaincome Amos, and the Globe man, and some more 
of our folks,' and lookin pretty streaked too, and I got 
a notion right -oft' there was somethin stirrin — and bs 
they began to tell the Gineral a^dBiddite was to work 
bribin all the people he could to sign pJhtions to Con« 
gress, asking 4o put back in the Batik all the deposits 
agm, and to rechartef the Bank. '> Why," says the 
Gineral, '*aint that too bad, — Major we must give 
the Ba:ik, says he, that Idatin pill, there is nothin will 
s*:?p em but tliat skiry factus" (or some sich a name 
the Gineral calls it.) Now, says I, Gineral, stop a bit, 
says I — ^there is one thing puzzles me considerable 
about this bribin business— -I should like to know who 
they be who are takin bribes—it aint the nature 9C 
things, says I, for Squire Biddle^io bribe the friends of 
the Bank, for that would be ' useless— then, says I, it 
must be that he is bribin the enemies of the Bank, and 
that's our party. Now, says I will you set by and hear 
folks say, that our party is such a scabby set of feU 
lows as to take bribes — if you do, says I, I wont, aiid 
with that I Tiz up, but before I could round the corner 
of the table I and the Gineral was alone agin. I sat 
down and said hothin — I gritted my teeth a spell, but 
that didn't do much good — I took my knife and whit- 
tled the table* butT;hat warnt much better, and the ony 
way to rights that put me in a good temper agin, was to 
whistle more than 40 verses of Yankee Doodle, for I 
didn't like to say a word to the Giaeral whilst I waa|in 
a pashin. The Gineral was all the whilm walkin up 
and down the room — so as soon as I got througb whist-i- 
lin, says 1 Gineral, I guess ..we beat say ^odiin mOre 
about bribiii, says 1 5 well, says he. Major, . 1 teckoik 
you are riget^ tor the not|On never struck me afore that 
that "kinder talk hits right upon the heads of our friends, 
for they are tilie only ones tnat needs l^ibin. Now^ giaja 



yGoogk 



1, Graeral, jest lets you and I sit dpwn and talk over 
this business, and Til tell you, like a true friend^ how 
the cat is goin to jump, and if it doii't turn out as I 
tell jrou, I'll giveyoirmj ax, and threw in ray regimen- 
tals in the bargain; and so the Gineral he sot down^ 
and 1 went at it. 

In the firfit place, says I, if I git in a pashin, you 
must keep cool— and if yon git in a pashin Pll ke^ 
tool, but if we both git in a pashin, then there's no tet* 
lin* Well, says the Gineral, that's a good notion. Ma- 
jor, for that's jest the Way tiie Ingins do, and they 
learn wisdom from natur; you never see an Ingin and 
his^quaw gitdrutik together— ^when one gits drunk to- 
ther keeps sober, and so they take t^m and turn about. 
WeH says I, I never heard that afore, but I suppose 
■^flo? they git along better when they are both sober. O 
' yes, says the Gineral, ill wai; time that is best, but ;not 
in treaty time. Well, says I, that's matter, that Hint 
exactly what I am arter, but I've got a notion out ont 
which I'll begin with. Some years ago the Yankeef 
got drunk and got up a kinder nulHficatidn$ there 
warnt much in it arter all,' according to my old friend 
Dwight's book — but folks South tl^ught there was, 
and so they kept sobers and *-"* -^ — ^^-^ a-^o. ^4, 
drunk, and then ^11 North k 
is ended. Now, says I, N 
and West are all sober, and 
say tue have all been takin a 
no nullification no where in 
lification all about Us, and a 
anj^ closin in upon us hef 
hvht-^they all say we have 
longs to the people, and the 
till we give it up— that's pr< 
business-^and i^« shall have 
firom aU quarters tumble in 
X mind them, they will be foU 
ftike the story in the Spetlin 
drivin the boya ttom toe ap^e tree^e throwM giiMS 
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first, and that doing no good, he tried stones, andf 
that brou^t em ^own prittj quick. 

The Gmeral he began to git in a pashin-^nd says he 
Major I'm gittm mai Verj well says I Gineral 1*11 
keep cool accordin to agreement; and with that the 
Gineral islatted round a spell with his hickory, and*, 
talked about New Orleans— and Siminoli— and the 
Grand tower— and I set whistling all the while— **H)vhy 
' Major, says thfe Gineral, VW never give up the depo^ 
sites in the world"—*' what" says I, " not if the peo- 
ple say we was wrong in takin em? Suppose the people 
say the laws are agin us, what then?" — * Well says 
the General I've telrd em that the Laws are only jest 
as I understand em and notbine else." Now says I, 
Gineral, suppose Clay, or Calhoun, or Webster, m^s 
in your office and said so — and you was in Congress, or 
was of the people 'and didn't^Vee with em — how then 
says I? O, says the Gineral, that's a very different thing; 
any one of them fellows would be dangerous to trust 
with any kind of power. Well says f my notion is, 
however, that the law don't mean to trust nobody-^-- 
and as I am peskily afeard one or tother on'em will git 
in here arter we go to the Hermitage — I don't want to 
have any thing done now by us that they will do, and 
ey ony do what we did. That's the only 
zles me— for says I, Gineral, sass for the 
) be ^ass for the gander too. 
the Gineral, there is something in that 
lys he, I cant give up the Deposits any 
lys we must hold on to 'em, and all our 
DO. Yes, says I, Gineral, its true enuff 
ve got the stag down, and got a. taste on 
i hunters come up, and I suppose there 
left but the horns and trotters: but, says 
:, and the people will tell us so you may 
all I have to say is, if what we have done 
— ^ ^« .^^ .ttle hereafter, "I dont know but I should 
like to be President myself: for folks might make Iaw8> 
and all I'd have to do would be to understand 'em «Q** 
cording to my notion. 
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1 dont see Major, says the Gfncral, how it is you git 
ach odd lupous about public sentiment I know I 
cant be mistaken, for every letter I have tim« to r^id 
tells me I aA right; and I read the Globe from one eend 
.to tother cv«ry day, and that paper tells every thing,, 
and I see nothin there that tells me I am rong.*-— WeU^ 
saya I, Gineral you kfeow you haint got time to read 
more than one letter hi a nundred that comes. Thaf s 
^.. true enuf, says the Gineral, but then our folks do, and 
they tell me every thing. Tell you every thing? savs 
I,— but no matter?-- arS so I whistled Yankee Doodle 
a spell. "No, No, Major, says the Gineral, the op- 
position folks throw dust in your eyes, you cant see 
t^n^ as clear ais the rest of our foHcs about us.'' I jest 
was goin to speak, but4indin.my dander w«s liftin, I 
had to 'go tq whistlin a^n, and it took me ni^h upon 15 
minits to git right, and' I expected evry minit, I would 
have to git my ax and split hickory a spell in the bar- 
' gain. Now, says I Gineral, Tou are the only man on 
earth I'd look at a minit, and let him say so to me. I 
got dustf in my eyes, says I? I dont know what is goin 
on in doors and out of doors? Why says I, how you 
talk. Now says I, you jist sit stiU a minit and I'^l 
show jou something says I worth lookin into — and I 
went into a room where Mr. Van Buren and Amos and 
some of our folks git together every once and a wtule, to 
manage and talk over matters, and I've seen so much 
of the games play'd there, and bein naturally curious 
in most matters, I can play some on 'em ni^ upon as 
slick as Mr. Van Bured l^imself — but he is master hand 
at it — The game they had been pk^in pw)st atJf tterly, 
was about maoagii^ the public money am^g me new 
Deposit Banks,, and showin how ta use the ^ ^transfer 
ehecks'* and ^c0n(%ngmt drefii^ sty as to puzzle fol^s 
in time of need. It was done with a pa^l of cups, 
and balls, and littlestrips of paper — ana did tickle tpe 
amazingly; and for a spell puzzled me tu — and so^^ I^ 
thought I'd jist show theGitieral and see if ii would'nt 
lickle and puz^e him tw. And I tlioug^t I'd Let tba: 
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CKioeral see if tbtre vamH a leetlethiat hi hb e^'tow 
And so I brou^t m a whole arm foil 6f this mtchioery. 
Andr as isoou jis the Gineral saw met ^7^ he M^or 
what etk earlfe have yea got there.— Why, says I» it& a 
^SAej and.ril tell jou all aboU't it tf> li^ts* And so I 
placed the cups bottom up, all alone in a roir on th^ 
table, and then I rin the General a hand full of small 
balls. Now says l, I'm goin to show you about as cute 
a thing as you've seen in many a day— tf^^ eups we'll 
eaH banks, and them balls is the money.we took from* 
Bffuire Biddle's Bank, the next thing is to show you 
h^ things »e goin to work, now that weVe ffot our 
money from one pocket, where we alwaysknow'd where 
to find it, and divided it round among twenty pockejts,^ 
where may-be you may, or may-be yott may not md 
ti^thin at all on't^ and here saysr I are, some leetle 
pieces of paper tha^ Tm^in to make use on, to' throw 
dust with-^ow says I Omeral, look sharp or you're 
gone hook and line says T. Its a plagy cunnin eamey 
and I don't know sartin that I can pfty it as welt as 
Mr. Van Buren iuid Amos md some more of them are 
folks, and 'specially the Treasury folks^ for they hdve 
lieen at it now off and on ever sense Fve been here — 
aiid Mr* Van Buren teird em unless they could play 
nt thU fisane well, there was no use ia takin away ^e 
MiepositS)^ Now says I Gineral I'll be^— you are sai*- 
4in says I there is a ball under every cup.-«4> yes says 
the'Gmeral^ fbv I jest put em there, and then begun 
eliden the cups by each other,, and raixin on em, and 
kept talMn about Griory and Reform*^nd the 8th ^'o- 
Jinnewerry^ and the J'rochmiation,. and Veto, and 
Niil UficatiiHi, and some foQ^ ben like Old Romans 
born to Command ! and others to> obey, and so on, and 
jl^t as the Gineral ^ook his eye off the* eups and look'd 
at me, an j^ras goin to say somthin^^ I «lap'd som cups 
tqgether and eafrd out hocuspocus, alUcumpain, presto!. 
e plurilits «nlim, siiie qua non, skiry factions, says J-*^ 
/(here siys I Gineral that*k the eend on't ^ Well says 
theGiqjiral I dont sermuch ia thajt Mai|0F--4)judn't yoit. 
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jajft I? &eii so flinch the better fer the game. I sop*- 

pose then says I you think thebalUare under the caps^ 

^ nod jest as you put them. To be sure I^, j^^ys the 

" Oimral, I lauspeeted ^at you was atep Major, aii4 I 

k^t my eye on the cups^ and no balls ev^ get fremi 

^ «nder '^m without me seein '^em Fd stake my life on't 

saytf the Oineral; and whats more FIL stake the fa^est 

^rse in my stable, that eve^ one of the cups has got » 

ball under/em*- Well says I, Gineraljit wouldat be 

fare betttn, and so do yoli go to work and look* And 

the Gineral he lifted up the cup, and there warnt noth- 

in under Jt but apiece of paper. The Gineral, he 

was stumped, he look'd at me and gin his ^%ce a twist, 

^nd then he looVd in the cup and shook it. . Weli^ 

says he Major, that is plagy odd^ what has become of 

that ball? Well, says I, I guess the paper will tell jouj: 

and the Gberal took up that, and rub*d his specks and 

lead, "Transfer draft N<x. iai.»^ Well then I sup- 

• |K>se, says the Gineral,. its . all right--(tbr he had jist 
begun to take the notion of the game) and insted of one 
ball in the next cup there is two balls.'*— ^'Fra not sartin, 
says I, and you better loo^ And so the Gineral^ifted 
the next cup-^-and there warnt no balls there notfaer — 
ony another. . piece of paper. The Gineral look'd a 
spell at me, and opened his mouth, and then he scratched 

* his head, and took off his specks, and ruhM them a^n, 
.and then he read the paper.' On one side was, '^'Con^ 

tiugent check j^06,6C>0 — and on tother side was written 
"Marquess of Carmarthen," *05O,OOO-6 per ct.— 
^^Pmt office, hans^'^ and all kiver'd up with figures so 
you could not see a bit of ^Whitt'^ on the pftper~4he 
Gifieral, he blinkM at it a spellf and says he,. Major, 
what does this mean; well, says I* Gmeral,*! cfont 
exactly know myself but 1 suppose its all right,, for I 
see here on oiiecomer ^Amoa Kindl^---^''^ yery well, 
says the Gineral, if that paper has past under the eye 
of 'lumtsi Amos^'-^xAy life on'tits alt ^nght But, Ma- 
jor, where is the half I pot under tttat cup, says the 
Gine^U-aint it under one ^ these c«tpsB Not as i 
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knows oiif saji I— and with that the Oineral ha tuimei 
to agin, liftin the ctips and aha^n on 'em and pookia 
into *em, and there warnt under any one on 'em ; only 
— ony pieces ofpaper all full of figures, and some on 
'em marked *<!7V(mf/cr Checks^' and ^^Coniingeni 
Drcfts^^ and ^^Treasury Wsfrrflnf*,"— the Gineral husr ^ 
sled em about to see if he could find any of tiiem balla 
amonft efi — ^and examined all the Cups agin, and he 
looked under the tables — so to rights, says he, Major,^ 
I'm stump'd-^I nock under — I'm clean beat, says the 
jGrineral; and now, says he, where are the balls — and 
with tiiat I put my hand in my pocket, and took em out 
— well, says the Gineral, that beats all the rest NoV^ 
says the Crineral, what game is this, aint this nickrer 
mancy? Well says I, Gineral, my notion is its pretty 
nigK that, but Mr. Van Buren says there aint a bit of , 
ifickremancy in it— 4t^s ony financeVyt but I suppose it'a 
aleetle of both on em.— Well, says the Gineral, its a 
plagy cunnin game, Major, aint it? O, says I, its nothin * 
as f play it here— -you should see Van Buren atone eetid^ 
of a table, and honest Amos at tother, and some of the . 
folks from York State with the *<Safety Funds cups" too, 
strung around the table, and all on em understandin 
the game nigh upon as well as Mr* Van Buren, and then 
they bring in the ^^party cups^' too--and such a moyi» 
ana hocuspoeus work, I never see afore^in my born days 
» — in lookin sometimes I would^nt bet I had a head ,on, 
my sh9ulders — it beats all natur says I. 

Now Major, says the gineral, suppose you try it agin, 
and so as I got my hand in, I played it over £ or 3 tiroes a 
Icetl^ better* and the gineral couldn't see the trick no 
way— for when Vd find him watchiu plagy close, I'd 
spreadihe cups as far^s I could reach, and talked about 
** Glory" like all rath, and tejl about the people's begin- 
nin to think that some folks wasoutwittin the gineral, 
and that congress wouldn't go h-»me afore they git M the 
public counts sifted, and the people's money back agin 
finder their control, and the gineral couldn't no way keep 
kiaeye on all the cups at once^l'd hocus poma agi|k The 
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mineral couldn't see into it^ and he rubM his specks more 
than twenty times, bqt that didn't get the dust out of his 
eyes, and then I turn'd to and eiplain'd all I know'd 
about it to the gineral, and he tried it, and after a good 
many slips- —pretty much as Major B^rry did when he 
tried it — he got along pretty well considerin. Now,Ma- 
jor, says the giner^, suppose we try it wilh one cup, and 
put all the l^lls under it^ and see how the game works 
that Way. I think says the gineral, if you can outwit me 
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knowing what wascomin I iiat grab*d my ax, and waa 
alongside of him in a flash; and woald yon think it! 
there was more than fifty fellows of our folks, and some 
on *em from Congress im, all standing ronnd in a;nii|^ 
brow beating the GtneraU and teliin him not to do this, 
and not to do that, and by no means not to break their 
cups; for, it seems, the uiseral had list threatened Id 
smash 'eny and sure enuf, as soon as he BaW me he let 
drive| at *Hn with his hickory, and he 5ent the cups 
and balls into more than a thousand bits^ <* Stand by 
JMajoT*' €ay8 the Gineral; never you tear me Ginerai, 
says I; l%ut afone I had time to spit in my hands, the Oin- 
eral finished tne war; there warn a critter lefU And 
ever sense, the Gineral has be^n blowin off steam ; and 
he haint said a word to me about havin dust in my 
eyes, and I begin to think the Gineral fiiids he has ha^ 
as much in hisii as most folks, and so that's all for the 
present; only Til jist tell you its no use foi' any one to 
attempt now to deceive the Gineral with new plans, and 
anew bank; we'll have the one we've got toiadealit'^ 
tie bigger, pritty much arter Mr. Webster's fashion, 
and that meets my noticm, because the country is bigger ' 
tiian it was 20 jreard ago; and there muan't be no nick- 
remancy about it The Gineral says there must be ony 
a plain cup, an4 balls in it; then there will be no ho*- 
cua pocus wi^out seeln the trick ^ut. So no rooce at 
present From your friend, • 

J. DOWNING, Major, 
Downingville Militia, Sd Brig|de. 



END. 
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